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PREFACE.

|N all ages of the Church, in times of peculiar

trial, God raises up certain chosen souls,

mostly in humble positions or hidden from the world

in austere Religious Orders, to whom He communi

cates Himself in a special manner, in order that

they may offer themselves up as victims for the sins

of the world around them, and by their sufferings

and intercessions appease the Divine wrath and

save the souls of those for whom they plead.

Such a victim was the Sister whose life we now

present to our readers in an English form. Born

in Rome on the feast of the Immaculate Conception,

her birth was signalised by various indications of the

high sanctity which she was destined hereafter to

attain. Her nurse, who was a woman of eminent

piety, and who held her at the baptismal font,
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declared that, during all the time of the service, it

seemed to her that she had no ordinary babe in her

arms, but a special treasure—while an internal voice

went on repeating to her, " This infant will be a

saintly Religious."

In the same way, when, after a Retreat at the

"Maestre Pie," she made her First Communion,

the Cardinal who administered to her the Bread of

Life was so struck by her absorption in God and

her overwhelming sense of the greatness of the act

she had just performed, that he turned to her mother

and said : " Guard this child jealously, and one day

you will see what she will become."

It was from this moment that she determined to

devote herself entirely to the service of God in

whatever way He might appoint. Her life hence

forth might be said to be one of continual prepara

tion for the religious state she had determined to

embrace. She met, as usual, with all the contradic

tions, trials, and temptations, whereby our Lord is

pleased to try the fidelity of His spouses. But in

the end, her constancy triumphed over all opposition,

and in the month of May, 1845, she entered the
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Order of Poor Clares, in the Convent of St. Clare at

Assisi.

We do not wish to anticipate the interest of this

biography by dwelling more minutely in our preface

on the details of this wonderful life, and the working

of God's grace in a soul which He had wounded (like

that of St. Teresa) with a dart of His Divine love.

If her sufferings were extraordinary, so also were

her consolations ; and both were heightened by her

extraordinary humility, which contrived, by a thou

sand ingenious devices, to hide from all human eyes

the wonderful favours she received from God.

There was one class of sinners for whom Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare was inspired to plead in a

special manner : and that was for unworthy priests.

Strange and startling were the revelations she

received with regard to them, and superhuman her

efforts to rescue them from the abyss on the brink

of which they were standing. At last, her life of

heroic suffering for souls was closed : she died in

1871 ; and numberless miracles attest to the merits of

those sufferings and the singular graces they called

down from God.
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But it is not only to make known to our English

readers the heroic life and death of this holy woman

—a life which, like that of the martyrs in China

and Japan at this very moment, has been going on

in these our days of luxury and self-indulgence,

although we knew it not—that we have published

this little book ; but that we may enlist their sym

pathies on behalf of the Convent where nearly a

quarter of a century of that wonderful life was

passed : and of the Community whom she so greatly

edified by her virtues. Since the Italian Government

took possession of the States of the Church and

confiscated all the property of the Religious Orders,

the trials and sufferings of these poor nuns have

been extreme. Their nominal pension allowed by

the Government (in exchange for having simply

robbed them of their respective fortunes), is about

sevenpence a day ; and even this miserablo pittance

is only paid for a certain number of the nuns, and

that irregularly. In addition to this, two other

Communities have been forcibly driven out of their

Convents and compelled to take refuge within the

walls of St. Clare. Among these are the Benedic-
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tines of Assisi, who are twenty-two in number.

Although the Convent of St. Clare appears large

outside, it is badly built within, and was only in

tended to accommodate between thirty and forty

people : now that these three Communities have

been compelled to live together, upwards of sixty-

two persons have been crowded into this space ; so

that they are obliged to put four or five Sisters into

each cell. Their supply of water, which was barely

sufficient for the ordinary wants of the Poor Clares,

is utterly inadequate for treble their number : add

to this, that the pension allowed by the Government

is miserably insufficient, that the price of every

kind of provisions and clothes is exorbitant, and

nearly quadrupled in the last six years ; and we

can form an idea of the numberless privations and,

in fact, the positive misery of these poor nuns at

this moment. We have not spoken of another

hardship entailed upon them by these arbitrary

measures on the part of the Italian Government—

we mean the clubbing together of different Eeligious

Orders, whose office, and the spirit of whose rule

being quite different, they have been compelled still
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further to diminish their space by dividing off

separate Choirs, parlours, and refectories for their

use ; so that the Poor Clares themselves are reduced

to living in a real prison, where they have scarcely

room to turn. Were it not for the alms which

have been collected and sent to them in the last year

or two from various parts of Italy and France,

these admirable religious would simply have died

of hunger. It is for their benefit, therefore, that

this book has been translated, and all the profits

accruing from it will be placed at their disposal.

We earnestly entreat, then, all English Convents,

as well as Catholics in general, to purchase a few

copies : they will find in this edifying life the

noblest example of heroic virtue : and to those to

whom is entrusted the forming of young souls for

the religious life, the most valuable assistance, in

the precepts and instructions given by this holy

nun, who was so long a Novice Mistress in her

own Community; and whose golden words remain

on record to guide others in the like anxious charge.

To priests, also, we would appeal in the like manner ;

feeling sure that her burning entreaties to them to
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save the Church of God by an increase of fervour,

and especially in the offering of the Holy Sacrifice,

will find an echo in the hearts of all on whom the

solemn Imposition of Hands has fallen. To each

one among us this life must form a source of

edification and spiritual help. May all who have

contributed to make it more widely known be assisted

by her prayers before the throne of God, so that

they may daily increase in those virtues of faith,

of charity, and above all, of humility, which were so

dear to her heart : and by striving for the same

intense realisation of the Presence of God attain

to a like sanctity and a like reward.

N.B.—Subscriptions in aid of this suffering com

munity at Assisi may be sent to the Lady Herbert,

38, Chesham Place, London.
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MISERABLE creature, and an unworthy

servant of Jesus, who do not merit to be

numbered among the daughters of Saint Clare, and

still less to occupy the place of so illustrious a

Mother, have received from our Lord the signal fa

vour of having had for my Vicaress, Mary Cherubina

Clare of Saint Francis, a religious of eminent sanc

tity. This dear Sister edified me by the example of

all virtues carried to an heroic degree, so far as I am

capable of judging, during the whole time that she

lived in our venerable Monastery, but especially dur

ing the last eighteen years that she was Vicaress.

I shall speak of her gift of prayer, and of sublime

contemplation, and of the instructions I received

from her when she was absorbed in God. So great

was her humility, that she sought, by every means in

her power, to conceal the extraordinary favours she

received from our Lord, and every week she asked of
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her Confessor the blessing of obedience, that all these

things might remain hidden. And so, in fact, it hap

pened; for she was unknown to all, save her Superior.

Many times have I seen her deprived of all feeling,

and passing whole hours as if dead. I approached

her to assure myself that she still lived ; but she was

unconscious of my presence. Her breathing was im

perceptible ; her pulse no longer seemed to beat ; her

face was cadaverous, and her whole body stiff and

icy. Then I would recall her to herself by the voice

of obedience, saying, " Mother Vicaress, if it be the

good pleasure of God, come back to yourself." These

words were hardly pronounced (and sometimes I only

addressed her mentally), when, with a profound sigh,

she would come to herself, and begin to tremble and,

as it were, to struggle with herself, saying, " My

suffering is so great, I cannot explain it !" If on these

occasions I entreated our Lord to put an end to such

a painful state, I used to see her senses gradually

restored, but she herself reduced to an extremity of ex

haustion and weakness. Even after this, if I left her to

herself, the ecstasy was renewed, and she became again

like a statue ; and I, miserable creature, could only

adore the Almighty, who found His delight with His

dear spouse. What God wrought at these times in my

own poor soul is known to Him alone. I cannot ex

plain it. Very often after she had retired to her cell
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for the night, she would come to me and ask for a

blessing to enable her, as she said, to resist a force

superior to her weakness ; and I, notwithstanding my

misery, blessed her. Then, in her lively faith, she

would go away, saying that she experienced a real

help from this blessing. If, moreover, I told her to

sleep the whole night, if it were the Will of God,

in the morning she would assure me that she had

had a good night's rest. At times her conversation

was incoherent, and I would say to her, " Mother

Vicaress, how are you ?" To which her reply would

be: " The Almighty draws me powerfully to Himself;

and, alas, what suffering it is to be still obliged to

converse with creatures !" At these times, if I felt

inspired to do so, I tried to keep up a conversation

with her about God, that I might have the benefit of

her answers. She, on her part, spoke, as it were, un

consciously. . . . Yes, truly, then it was that I heard

words from Paradise ! But so sublime were they that

I must acknowledge myself quite unable to repeat

them, save, perhaps, a few:—"Ah, Mother, in the

Divinity what can we ever know?" Thus it was she

generally began. " Tell me something, at least," I

replied. To which she answered, " Only God Him

self can make this known." At these words, wrapt

in ecstasy, she would seize my hand, and seem

to wish to transport me elsewhere, while, with eyes
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raised to heaven, she would exclaim, " Why do we not

satisfy the loving desires of our God ! He requires

very little from us—only fidelity to the promises made

at our baptism, and at our holy Religious Profession.

. . . Oh, this word religious ! how little is it thought

of ! A religious means one who belongs no more to

earth, because we are on earth only as long as God

so wills, but we should live as though we were no

longer there. . . . Ah, it is from God we learn how a

religious ought to live. Little, indeed, is required to

satisfy the Divine wishes." I asked her what we had

to do to please God, and she answered : " We must

act always and in all things in union with Jesus, and

as if we saw Him ; for, in truth, Jesus Christ is

always near His spouse when she is faithful. I see

that it is indeed so, for although we do not feel Him,

He is always with us, who are His spouses, and He

contemplates us with joy. Mother, He is here, near

us ! oh, why not seek to please Him ?"

In the following Biography, we shall see how this

faithful spouse of Jesus sought, during her whole

life, to please her Sweet and Heavenly Bridegroom.
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ALL FOR THE GREATEST GLORY OF

GOD OUR DIVINE SPOUSE.

CHAPTER I.

Birth of Sister Mary Chcrubina Clare and her Life

in the World.-

|ISTER Mary Cherubina Clare was born in

the holy city of Rome, on the 8th of De

cember, 1823, between three and four o'clock in the

morning. Her parents, James Saraceni and Mar

garet Eaggi, were both of respectable condition and

irreproachable lives. The circumstances which at

tended her birth showed that God had special designs

over her, and gave reason to conjecture that she

would be a soul of no ordinary virtue.

One day, shortly before the birth of her daughter,

Madame Saraceni received a visit from her aged
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father, Philip Faggi, whose piety had won for him,

among his neighbours, the appellation of " Philip,

the sayer of Pater Nosters." When he took his

leave Madame Saraceni accompanied him to the foot

of the stairs and asked his paternal benediction.

" Yes," replied the old man, " I bless you, but I bless

especially the child whom you will soon give to the

world. I bless it with all the affection of my heart."

The child had to suffer from poverty from the very

beginning of her existence, for although her father

went to every house in the neighbourhood to find

some one to assist at her birth, all excused them

selves, and the nurse was obliged to put a sheet on

the floor and let the dear little one lie there alone

while she attended to the poor mother. Her baptism,

which took place in the Parish Church of "St. Maria

in Via Lata," was not less poor, for, as no one would

accompany the nurse to the Church, she and the

parish priest had to perform all the ceremonies

alone : there was neither godfather nor godmother.

The name of Mary of the Conception was given to

the infant because she was born and baptised on the

day consecrated to the Immaculate Conception of

the most Blessed Virgin Mary. When the nurse, who

was a person of great piety, returned from the
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Church, she placed the child in its mother's arms,

saying these remarkable words : "Madame Margaret,

I cannot tell you why, but the whole time of the

ceremony it seemed to me that I was holding no

ordinary child, but a treasure ; and an interior voice

seemed to say to me, ' You are holding in your arms

one who will become a most holy religious.'"

When Mary of the Conception had reached her

eleventh year she was allowed to make her First

Communion ; and such was the celestial sweetness

which filled her soul at this moment that she couLl

not restrain her tears. She prepared herself for this

great action with extraordinary fervour, particularly

in the retreat, which, to her great satisfaction, she

was allowed to make at the convent of the " Maestre

Pie." I have forgotten the name of the Cardinal

from whose hands she received our Lord for the first

time ; but as soon as the ceremony was over, this

Prince of the Church, who had seen this angelic

child so deeply impressed with the sublime act in

which she was engaged, and so absorbed in God,

turned to one of these good religious, or to her

mother, saying, " Take special care of this child ;

some day you will see what she will be ! " It was at

this happy time that she determined to consecrate

2 *
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herself entirely to God ; indeed she would have

wished to remain with those good sisters without

ever returning home.

The life led by our little Mary in the world may

be called a constant preparation for the religious

life ; that is to say, a life of sacrifice, of retirement,

and of toil, yet delighting in prayer and spiritual

reading. Her favourite book was the " Imitation of

Christ," which she took up in all her spare moments.

She shunned all society, so that persons often com

plained that they could never find an opportunity of

saying two words to her. The short walk from her

own dwelling to that of a pious friend with whom

she worked, and the equally short one to Church,

were always made in haste, and with the greatest

recollection. Her habit of wearing dark colours

had become quite a proverb. But God wished to try

His spouse and to give her the opportunity of gain

ing the admirable virtue of patience. He therefore

allowed her father to be the cause of much suffering

to her ; for he treated her with harshness and even

contempt, and never had a kind word for her,

although she made the greatest sacrifices in order to

please him. But Mary, whose virtue was above her

years, suffered all in silence, and it is only since her
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death that many of these circumstances have become

known.

In consequence of her habit of praying always

near her poor bed, there was a mark made upon the

wall, which remained for a long time—a silent wit

ness of her love of prayer. She always entertained a

horror for every kind of amusement. Only once was

she prevailed upon, after much resistance on her

part, to be present at a ball in the Doria Palace

where she lived ; but this was a subject of bitter

regret to her for a long time afterwards. On one

occasion she was taken to a theatre, in spite of her

repugnance ; but as soon as she heard the music she

raised her mind and heart to God so effectually that

she was unconscious of all that was going on around

her. One who was her intimate friend assures us

that whenever it was possible, Mary always tried to

make the conversation turn on spiritual things ; and,

although there were several young girls employed

in the work-room with her, she was so united to

God that she knew nothing of what they were talk

ing about.

Full of love for God and of contempt for herself,

she practised many penances : as, for instance, fast

ing on bread and water the eve of our Blessed Lady's
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feasts ; and this she did so cleverly that generally it

passed unobserved by her family. All her penances

were self-imposed, for, as, at that time, she did not

know how much obedience enhances the merit of good

works, she kept them concealed even from her

confessor. Her pious friend Anna, to whom we

have already alluded, tells us that Mary let her know

in strict confidence that her confessor, the Rev.

Father Achilluzzi, of the Society of Jesus, desired

her to communicate every day. She did not, how

ever, wish this favour to be known even to her

parents, although her mother was a woman of such

eminent piety that many persons, and even priests, held

her in great esteem, and recommended themselves to

her prayers. This reserve was particularly difficult,

as her mother often accompanied her to Mass. She,

however, succeeded so well that her secret remained

hidden until Anna herself revealed it to Madame

Saraceni. As our angelic child studied to conceal from

the eyes of all the graces granted to her by her

Divine Spouse, so did she seek to live uncarod for and

unknown. We have a very striking proof of this in the

following incident. She was greatly beloved by one

of her aunts, who, not having any children of her

own, wished to adopt her niece ; neither prayers, nor
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entreaties, nor promises, however, could avail to over

come the opposition of the young girl to this pro

posal; whereby she contrived to withdraw herself

from what would have increased her fortune and

position in this world, thus testifying her contempt

for every kind of luxury and riches. Her thoughts

were always directed towards God, and much taken

up with her project of consecrating herself to Him.

She preserved this treasure of a religious vocation

with jealous care, and burned with an ardent desire

of seeing it soon realised. But the Rev. Father

Achilluzzi expressly forbade her to mention the sub

ject to him again, until he should himself open the

way for it ; adding that he should consider any dis

obedience on her part to this injunction, as a proof

that her fancied vocation was a delusion.

The humble girl submitted without reply, abandon

ing herself then, as she did during the whole course

of her after life, to the care of Divine Providence ;

and at length the moment so ardently longed for

came, when she was to be allowed to bid a final fare

well to the world. Notwithstanding, however, the

strength of her desire, our Lord, wishing to make her

sacrifice more meritorious, permitted her to feel most

keenly the separation from her country, the holy city
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(the place of her birth), and her family. It seemed

as if her heart must break ; and above all, when she

had to tear herself away from her tender mother, whom

she loved so much, and to whom she was so dear,

nature seemed ready to sink under the trial ; but her

love for God, Who was so powerfully attracting her

to Himself, at length triumphed, and offering her

self to Him as a perfect holocaust, she performed her

journey in profound peace and tranquillity of soul.
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CHAPTER II.

She enters the venerable Monastery of St. Clare at

Assisi.

AEY of the Conception Saraceni entered our

venerable Monastery on the 19th of May, 1845.

When she arrived, our Confessor was at the door of

the enclosure to give her the blessing, according to

our custom, and the nuns were also waiting there to

welcome her to her new home. Quite overcome with

joy, her cheeks bathed in tears, she prostrated her-

self on the threshold, and said to God in her heart :

"Behold me here, O Lord ; I am all Thine, I belong

no more to the world, I belong no more to my parents.

Farewell to all my relations ; St. Francis is my

father, St. Clare is my mother, these religious are my

sisters. Ah ! Jesus, my Spouse, do with me what

Thou wilt, I am all Thine." In relating these details

to me afterwards, she added : "I thought myself

already in paradise ; it seemed to me that I belonged
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no more to the earth. Oh, the happiness of that

moment ! "

Now at length she was in the sacred enclosure, de

termined to lead a holy life, and that of a faithful

imitator of our glorious Mother St. Clare. She

entered on her new career with a joy not to be

expressed. "Yes," she said, " I am supremely happy,

for my only desire is to love God, and to suffer for

Him and for my neighbour." She began her year of

probation with the firm resolution of becoming a

saint. She asked as a great grace of her Novice

Mistress, Sister Mary Veronica dei Marchesi Sperelli,

a most holy religious, that she would make her re

nounce her own will in everything. From the very

beginning she opened her whole soul to the Father

Confessor, and to the Mistress of Novices, in order

that she might have the merit of obedience in all she

did. Her Mistress, who was thoroughly experienced

in her office, sought to mortify the young novice in

everything : in her food, by making her leave a por

tion of what she naturally liked, and take what was

disagreeable to her ; in her clothing, by making her

put on, even on the greatest solemnities, the garments

of a lay-novice, and go thus clothed to Holy Com

munion. However, this excellent girl always sub
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mitted with joy, as if these things had been quite

agreeable to her : and when asked if she did not feel

any repugnance to these mortifications, she answered,

"It is enough for me to obey, I desire nothing more."

Sometimes the Novice Mistress would correct and find

fault with her without cause ; but the humble novice

never lost her peaceful serenity, listening to all that

was said with humility and in silence, as if she had

been guilty of serious faults.

She would frequently entreat her Mistress to correct

and mortify her every time she failed in her duty,

without any regard, as she said, to her pride and self-

love. Her Mistress embraced this opportunity of

making her fervent disciple advance with giant steps

in the way of perfection.

This same Mistress said to me one day, " I can

assure you that our three novices are a constant

source of edification to me " (there were at this time

two other novices in the Noviciate with Mary of

the Conception, a lay-sister, who died about four

years ago, and a choir novice, who, nineteen days

after the death of the servant of God, succeeded her

in the office of Vicaress, as we shall see later), " but

I should like to have twenty such novices as Mary

Saraceni. I find in her all that can be desired ; a
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true vocation and a solid foundation of religious

virtue ; she is thoroughly formed and well instructed

in everything. I need never rouse her to perform

heroic acts ; but, on the contrary, I must keep her

back to prevent her ruining her health by the vehe

mence of that Divine Love with which she is so

ardently inflamed, and by hor great attraction for

penance." She was naturally droll and gay, even

playful, and used often to amuse her Mistress and her

companions at recreation, without ever exceeding the

bounds of moderation.

It is customary for the novices to be dispensed, the

first few days after their entrance, from rising as

early as the community ; but hardly had Mary of the

Conception heard the signal than immediately she

aroso and went to choir with the other sisters, and

during her whole religious life she never failed to be

present at all community exercises, unless prevented

by a lawful impediment, or by serious illness. The

same punctuality was observed by her in all the duties

of the Noviciate during the whole time of her proba

tion. Mary of the Conception finished her first year

in so satisfactory a manner that the community

unanimously decided to give her the holy habits.

However, as her two companions had not completed
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their year of probation, she was obliged to wait for

three months longer. She patiently resigned herself

to the Divine Will in this as in all else, saying, " My

Divine Spouse sees very well that I am not sufficiently

prepared to receive this holy habit, which is to be

the exterior mark of my being His spouse ; may His

holy Will be done."

During these three months she redoubled her

prayers. It really did one good to see her in choir

during the time of mental prayer; she was then

altogether absorbed in God. At this period I was a

simple religious, and Mary of the Conception was

next to me in choir. I had therefore the opportunity of

often watching her. She remained on her knees im

movable like a statue, and when the meditation was

finished she performed with the greatest exactitude

whatever still remained to be done in choir ; she then

left with the others, and appeared as bright and

cheerful as if she had just come from recreation.

The Novice Mistress often asked her how she passed

the time in choir ; to this she would make answer,

notwithstanding her repugnance, in these terms : " I

sometimes find it impossible to recollect myself, then

I remember that I am in the midst of so many holy

souls, spouses of Jesus Christ, and that soon, notwith
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standing my unworthiness, I shall have this same

happiness. I then contemplate the Sacred Heart of

Jesus, and it seems to me that He is inviting me to

enter in and take up my abode there. Ah ! it is im

possible for me to describe what I feel in my soul!"

Then she would add, with ingenuous simplicity, believ

ing that all the religious were equally absorbed in God

all the time they were in choir, " but you, my mother,

understand it, although I cannot explain it, because,

like all the other sisters, you experience it yourself."

At length the long-wished-for day drew near : the

clothing was fixed for the 12th of August, the feast

of our glorious Mother St. Clare, in the year 1846.

According to our custom the crucifix was suspended

to the shoulder of the novice several days before the

clothing by the Rev. Father Confessor Canon D. Joseph

Morichelli, now dead. As soon as this venerable

ecclesiastic had intoned the " Veni Creator Spiritus,"

which was taken up by the religious in alternate

choirs, Mary burst into tears, which continued to

flow during the sermon and the whole time of the

ceremony. The real motive of these tears was only

known afterwards, and this is how she expressed her

self when questioned upon the subject : " It seemed

to me that my most sweet Jesus gave Himself to me
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as a loving Spouse, but a Crucified One ; I felt myself

invited to love Him, and to remain nailed to the Cross

with Him. Oh, those moments ! I then understood

■what the true spouse of a Crucified God ought to be.

The tears that I had already shed seemed to me as

nothing compared to those I ought to shed during my

whole life, to keep company with my Divine Crucified

Spouse. To see the Divine Eedeemer hanging Cruci

fied on my shoulder ! Oh, from that instant I under

stood the obligation of saving souls ! Oh, what would

I have not done in those moments when Jesus was

making Himself known to my soul ! I cannot explain

myself further."

During the eight days' retreat that preceded the

clothing, her voice was never heard in the commu

nity ; she only spoke to her Confessor and to the Novice

Mistress. Her recollection was quite heavenly, and

she remained for hours bathed in tears of joy. In

her humility she asked permission of the Novice

Mistress to make a general confession : she said she

required to do so before being clothed with the habit

of the Seraphic Order. In the meantime she told

everything to her Mistress before making her con

fession : and it seemed to this good religious that

her spiritual child was an angel of innocence rather
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than a human creature, so truly did this recital

edify her.

The nearer the happy day drew near the more

earnestly did Mary of the Conception try to adorn

her soul with every virtue, and especially did she

multiply her acts of humility. Her two companions

were edified by her exterior, but her interior was

hidden from them. On the 10th of August, having

finished her general confession, she withdrew to her

cell, and wrote down the resolutions made during the

course of the retreat. We find them in her own

handwriting as follows :—

1. I promise my Divine Spouse to work hard to

acquire a knowledge of myself and of my evil inclina

tions, especially my self-love ; and I shall seek rather

to be humbled than esteemed.

2. I promise to be obedient, not through human

respect, but solely to please God.

3. During the year of my Noviciate I will never

allow myself to stop long with professed religious,

unless through necessity, and I will speak little even

when I am spoken to.

4. I will try to be as much alone as possible ; I will

love solitude that I may hear the voice of God speak

ing to my heart.
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5. I will never give up mental prayer without grave

necessity, and I will cultivate a special devotion to

the Blessed Virgin Mary and to St. Joseph.

6. I will do all with an upright intention to please

God, my Beloved Spouse.

7. I will always keep myself in the presence of God

who encompasses me.

8. I will be open with my Confessor, and docile in

obeying him in all things.

9. I will never speak of my family, nor of my native

place, without necessity.

10. I will never neglect the ordinary prayers, nor

any Community exercise, on account of aridity or

temptation.

11. I will detach myself from all creatures, par

ticularly from those for whom I feel a special inclina

tion ; but I will love all alike.

12. I will give an account of all that passes in

my soul to the Father Confessor and to Mother

Abbess, in spite of any repugnance I may feel in

doing so.

With the help of God I hope to be faithful in keep

ing these resolutions, made at the sacred feet of Jesus,

and with this view I will renew my intention every

morning.

3
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The novices concluded their retreat on the 10th,

that they might be free to help the Community the

next day in getting everything ready for the solemn

feast of our glorious Mother, St. Clare. When their

Mistress called them they all hastened to obey, but it

was easy to see that Mary had to do violence to herself

in order to conceal what was passing within her, so

powerfully was her Divine Spouse drawing her to

Himself. I happened to be present, and remember

perfectly well how absorbed she seemed, although an

air of joy and of holy indifference shone upon her

countenance. As soon as she had done what was en

joined her by obedience, she begged her Mistress to

allow her to return to her cell, and the permission

being granted sbe hastened back to give free vent to

her feelings. There, prostrate on the ground, her tears

flowed in such abundance that words were impossible

to her.

Thus she passed the entire day almost without food.

Toward evening she returned to the confessional that

her soul might be again purified by sacramental

absolution ; she told her Confessor that she feared

being unable to restrain herself the next day during

the ceremony, for her heart was overflowing with

sweetness. He therefore gave her the blessing of holy
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obedience, that she might not fail in attention to all

that would be required of her, and Mary left the con

fessional full of faith in the strength of obedience.

She was up nearly all night, for it was impossible

for her to remain in bed ; her prayer was almost un

interrupted. She felt her heart rebounding as it were

in her breast ; tears were her only relief, and thus the

night was spent in prayers and tears until the morn

ing dawned which was to witness the realisation of

her fondest hopes.
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CHAPTEE III.

Mary of the Conception is Clothed in the Habit of a

Poor Clare.

HE moment so ardently sighed for at length

arrived, when Mary was to bid adieu to the

world, and all that is of the world. The new spouses

of Jesus Christ tried to perfect their preparation by

an increased recollection, but Mary surpassed her

companions in fervour. The venerable Bishop of

Assisi, M81- Louis Landi Vittori, gave Holy Commu

nion to the three postulants, and then vested to assist

at the solemn Mass sung by one of the canons of the

cathedral. Mary, absorbed in God, remained like a

statue, without moving, till the end of Mass, when

his lordship approached the grate to begin the cere

mony of the clothing. Mary was the first to receive

the holy habit. I was at her side, assisting to take off

her bridal dress ; she appeared as in a trance, with

a joy, devotion, and modesty truly worthy of a spouse
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of Jesus Christ. I saw with what delight and promp

titude she divested herself of the vain ornaments of

the world, and I admired the earnest devotion with

which she put on the habit of St. Clare. She had

scarcely received it, when she seemed almost beside

herself. I was quite afraid of disturbing her, but

I was obliged to arrange her veil and cord pro

perly. When the bishop placed the crown upon her

head she burst into tears, which continued to flow

sweetly all the time her two companions were being

clothed. According to custom, the name received in

baptism was changed, and that of Sister Mary Che-

rubina Clare of St. Francis was given to her. His

lordship then made a most eloquent and touching

address to the three novices, and the ceremony was

concluded with the "Te Deum." It seemed as though

our dear novice were in heaven, singing with the holy

angels. She has since said that the moment the

bishop gave her the crucifix, she pressed it to her

bosom, and felt her soul unite itself to Jesus Christ

with such interior sweetness, that never before had she

experienced anything like it ; her heart was at that,

moment so forcibly drawn towards Jesus her Divine

Spouse, that, bursting into a torrent of most sweet

tears, she exclaimed interiorly, " I will be always and
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entirely Thine, my Jesus ; I will have nothing but

Thyself and Thy Divine Will." She asked the Mis

tress of Novices to allow her to spend in her cell the

three days during which the new spouses of Jesus are

accustomed to wear the crown which they receive at

their clothing, in order that she might thank our

Lord for the great grace He had just bestowed upon

her, and pour forth her heart before that Jesus who

made her feel so profoundly His infinite sweetness.

But she had to conform to custom, and, together with

her two companions, to go to the grate during these

three days. She was so perfectly obedient, that this

contradiction seemed to cost her nothing, and she

appeared just as happy and cheerful as if she were

there by her own choice. But her heart was all

absorbed in God. And as she went about, she went

on repeating, " Oh, what a consolation to see myself

clothed in these nuptial garments ! Oh, this crown ;

how it makes me think of that which Jesus, my

Heavenly Spouse, will one day place upon my head!"

She passed these three days almost without food,

and what she took was only in obedience to her mis

tress. Her two companions were as much edified as

they were astonished by all they witnessed ; they

dared not question her about what was passing in her
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soul ; only they used to say, " What a source of edifi

cation she is to us ! and how is it that she does not

animate us to the practice of more religious virtues !"

AVe may add that that which she seemed more than

all to take to heart was a most exact dependence upon

her spiritual guide, which is the perfection of a good

religious. When in the world, it must be admitted

that she had been very much wanting in this respect ;

for, as she afterwards told me, beyond the bare accu

sation of even the slightest failings, she never said a

word to her Confessor, either of her spiritual con

solations, of her intimate communications with God,

or even of her mortifications ; it was enough for her

that her conscience was at rest. However, learning

afterwards from the Father Confessor that she ought

not to direct herself, but to give an exact account of

what passed in her soul, even every week, if it were

required of her, she obeyed most perfectly, revealing

even all that had happened in her past life; and

ever after she was most scrupulous never to conceal

anything whatever, whether good or bad, that con

cerned her soul ; nor did she fail in this point during

the rest of her life, although our Confessor was fre

quently changed. Speaking on this subject, she

would say, "I always see God in my spiritual
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guide, and thus, although he may be often changed,

I never change my opinion, unless this change be

required of me by the Father Confessor himself."

In the Noviciate she renewed the act she had made on

the day of her reception: that is to say, she put her

self in the hands of the Novice Mistress, Sister Mary

Philomena Giovannini, who succeeded Sister Mary

Veronica Sperelli, in the charge of the novices, and

begged her second mistress to do with her what she

pleased, without considering her self-love ; for she

wished to be in her hands as one dead, having no

other desire than that of perfectly fulfilling her duties,

that she might be well prepared for her holy profes

sion. Sister Mary Philomena told me that Mary

of the Conception was always so perfectly resigned to

her will, that she never offered the least opposition

to anything that was required of her; and she had

such a cheerful, pleasant way of obeying, that she

never showed whether she liked or disliked what

she had to do. So perfect was she in the virtue of

obedience, even during her noviciate, that never, if it

were possible, would she do the least thing without

asking an express permission. Sister Mary Philomena

would often impose public humiliations upon her

novices to make them renounce themselves; Sister
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Mary Cherubina Clare was always foremost to obey,

but she acted with so much ease, that she seemed to

be doing something naturally agreeable to her, though

it often happened that the things commanded were

diametrically opposed to that timidity which her edu

cation had made, as it were, natural to her ; yet she

did everything with scrupulous exactitude. One day

she was told to present her hand to be kissed by all

the religious who were seated in the refectory. She

immediately obeyed with the greatest ease, beginning

with the eldest, a religious in her eightieth year, and

going down to the last of the lay-sisters ; but it cost

her much to present her hand to her Novice Mistress.

On another occasion, when the religious were as

sembled in recreation, she was told to say that when

she was professed, she hoped to be first Novice-Mis

tress, and then Abbess ; this she did with cha

racteristic gaiety. She showed the same exact and

cheerful obedience to the orders given to the novices

in general as to those which regarded herself in

particular, and was always most zealous for all the

common work of the Community, relinquishing readily

her own spiritual satisfaction at the call of obedience.

Although she had a remarkable attraction for prayer,

she always made her private devotions give way to
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obedience, saying that " she was more sure of doing

the Will of God " when she obeyed ; but all her

free time she spent in prayer. This did not suffice,

however, to satisfy her fervour ; and as she was not

allowed to rise for prayer at night, she knelt upon

her bed, and there, without failing in obedience,

gave free scope to her love.* Thus she was always

a subject of edification, and a bright example to

every one. Her humility, charity, and exactitude in

religious observances were most edifying. In her

humility she esteemed herself the most vile and most

imperfect of all the novices, and honestly thought her

companions fit for everything. She sought, therefore,

to learn some fresh virtue from each one, while

she was very clever in finding out new methods of

humbling herself, and was always begging her sisters

to warn her of her faults, that she might correct

them. Never did she seem at all troubled or dis

turbed when told of her failings, so that her mistress

could act quite freely with her. She was never heard

to complain of any one ; on the contrary, her charity

excused the faults of all. She took care to speak

only of spiritual things, and if she heard things con

* We suppose that though the novices were not allowed to leave

their beds for prayer, they were not forbidden to remain awake to

pray.—Note of the Translator.
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nected with the world talked of, even though they

were quite innocent, she would warn her companions

in her sweet winning way ; and thus the conversation

would be changed.

During her noviciate she made the holy rule her

constant study, that she might be able to practise

it faithfully after her profession : and, in truth, we

must say that she observed it most perfectly all her

life. And if she were so perfect in other virtues

she was certainly not less so in the exercise of the

love of God; it was even easy to see that all the

rest had their root in this holy love ; God gave

evident signs of this to her Novice Mistress, as I

have learned from Sister Philomena herself. I will

give her own words : " The devil sometimes troubled

her during her noviciate with thoughts about her

good mother whom she had left; she seemed to

hear her voice telling her to come back; he also

suggested to her the fear of not being faithful to

her holy rule, by which conduct she would be lost ;

but she overcame all his temptations by having

recourse to holy obedience, and by manifesting her

whole interior life, as also her exterior, with the

simplicity of a child. She was always grateful, to

God in the first place, and then to the Community,
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for having admitted her into our Lord's house.

Several times a day she thanked God for the im

mense grace of a religious vocation, and tried to be

exact in every point of perfection, even the most

minute. She had a great zeal for the good repu

tation of the Community, and would not let seculars

know of any of our faults, however trivial. She

always showed great love for all her religious sisters,

but had no particular affection for any one. She was

most assiduous in vocal and mental prayer, and

strove to keep herself constantly in the presence of

God ; this was the source of her intimate union

with her Heavenly Spouse. She was always making

progress in the spiritual life, and never stopped in

the way of perfection. She edified and humbled

me, for she made more progress in two years than

I have in many. I am able without hesitation to

assure the Community that in her we are making

the acquisition of an excellent subject."



 

CHAPTEE IV.

The Solemn Profession.

HIS spouse of Jesus Christ desired nothing

so much as to unite herself to her Beloved

by the tows of religion. She prepared herself for

this solemn act by a retreat of eight days in com

pany with her two sisters. I could not describe her

conduct during this holy time. I can only say that

her acts of Divine love were so ardent that she

seemed beside herself: but she always returned to

her natural state when she listened to the Word of

God. The sacred ceremony was fixed for the 3rd

of October, 1847, the Feast of the Translation of the

Eelics of our glorious Mother St. Clare, and the Vigil

of the Solemnity of our seraphic Father St. Francis,

while, as it was the first Sunday of the month, it

was also the Feast of the Holy Eosary of the Blessed

Virgin Mary. At the end of the retreat, Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare wrote the following resolutions :—
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1. I will take care to speak but little, and always in

a low tone.

2. I will avoid laughing too readily, or for any

length of time.

3. I will keep silence until I am spoken to.

4. I will be scrupulously exact in the observance of

the holy rule, even in the smallest things.

5. I will always look upon myself as vile and fit for

nothing.

6. I will approach the sacred tribunal of Penance as

often as obedience allows, and there will weep over

and detest all my faults, even the very least.

7. I will accomplish with promptitude the orders of

obedience, even if they should be troublesome and

difficult.

8. I will always submit to my Superior, looking

upon myself as the last of all.

9. I will study always to do the will of my Superior,

and never to do my own.

10. Whoever the Superior may be I will always

see in her the authority of God and the representa

tive of our holy Mother St. Clare.

11. I will always think and speak well of my

Superiors, in all and for all.

12. I will always entertain a loving fear of God;
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and will be mindful of what He has done for me, and

what He requires from His spouse, that is to say, con

stant and great love. My crucified Jesus, with Thy

holy grace I will be faithful to these resolutions

taken at Thy sacred feet."

The evening before the ceremony she made a con

fession of the past year, and then begged her Mis

tress to excuse her from the refectory, as she felt

quite unable to take any food, so great was her joy ;

and also because she hoped in solitude to prepare

herself better for the inestimable grace she was about

to receive ; but the Mistress told her she must deny

her own will and go to the refectory with her com

panions, suggesting to her, however, another much

more beautiful flower of mortification which she

could offer to her Divine Spouse. This was, to de

prive herself that evening of the satisfaction of

seeing her mother and sister, who had come from

Kome to be present at the ceremony, and who were

then in the parlour. It is not difficult to imagine

what the novice felt on hearing these words. For two

years they had been separated, and now they were

once more to meet. Meekly, however, bowing her

head, she said, " I will do as you wish." She there
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fore both went to the refectory and to choir, but in

returning from choir to go to her cell, as she passed

through a corridor into which the parlour door

opened, she heard her beloved mother's voice. The

impression it made upon her was so strong that she

shook convulsively. However, she said nothing, but

withdrew to her cell, undisturbed and happy, where,

prostrating herself at the feet of Jesus Christ, she

offered to Him the sacrifice of not seeing her mother,

saying to Him, "My Divine Spouse, Thou didst

leave Thy beloved mother that Thou mightest die

for me, and I also have left my home and the world,

that, dying to all, I might live for Thee alone, in

Thee and with Thee. Therefore my mother is no

more for me, and from this moment I give up all my

relations for Thy sake ; Thou shalt be to me father,

mother, and my most holy and Beloved Spouse." As

soon as she had made this act of generous renuncia

tion, thoroughly determined to consummate the sacri

fice of not seeing her mother if exacted by obedience,

she banished from her mind every thought but that of

her Spouse, Jesus crucified. She could not sleep that

night, so great was her joy that the happy moment

was at hand in which she should unite herself to her

Heavenly Spouse by the vows of religion. On the
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morning of the 3rd October, his lordship the Bishop

Louis Laudi Vittori came to preside at the solemnity.

Some idea may be formed of the deep emotion of Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare, and of the fervour which she

brought to this sublime act, by which she made to

God the most agreeable and most entire sacrifice of her

whole being, if we remember the ardent desire she had

had from her tenderest childhood to consecrate herself

to her Heavenly Spouse, and the virtuous dispositions

with which she had endeavoured to prepare herself

during her year of Noviciate. In making her holy

profession she offered herself to God as a victim of

expiation for sinners, uniting her sacrifice with that

which Jesus Christ made of Himself in the Garden of

Olives, when He accepted from the hands of His

Heavenly Father the bitter chalice of His Passion.

She received at this time abundant light and grace

from God, and formed a fresh resolution to abandon

herself to His most holy Will in all things. It seemed

to her as if Jesus had Himself lovingly invited her in

these words, " Come, my beloved spouse, come to

Me." Relating one day what she had then felt, she

said, " It is impossible to explain the feelings and the

inspirations I received. I passed twenty-four hours

almost unconscious as to whether I were in heaven or

i
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on earth. In Holy Communion it appeared to me

as if God transformed my soul into Himself, and

that I was already separated from my body. I can

never explain what I felt at that moment."

As soon as the solemnity was over, she asked as

a favour that her Mistress would allow her not to

go to the parlour according to the custom, but to re

tire to her cell to thank her Divine Spouse and to

pour forth her soul before Him, without being re

marked by any one, that she might not be distracted

by persons of the world. But this favour was not

granted her, and she went to the grate with her two

companions, Sister Clare Angelica and Sister Mary

Collette. Hardly had she entered the parlour than

Madame Saraceni arrived. She has since owned that

this sight of her beloved mother made such an im

pression upon her that she felt unable to stand ; but

she immediately turned towards Jesus, offering to

Him this filial affection, and promising Him to be

His alone, and not even to desire to see again one she

so fondly loved unless it were His Will. Our Lord

took her at her word, for, although her good mother

survived her, Sister Mary Cherubina Clare never saw

her after this time of her profession : Jesus no doubt

wishing to purify His spouse from all natural affec
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tions, that the favours He intended to bestow upon her

might meet with no obstacles. Speaking of Holy

Communion during these three days, she said: "My

soul was incapable of desiring anything more upon

this earth, and this makes me think that the real

espousals of my soul with Jesus took place in

Holy Communion on these days. It seemed to me

as if my soul were then separated from my body.

I know not if what I here state is an extravagant

expression arising from my ignorance, but I make

use of it because I am quite at a loss to know how

.to explain what I felt in those happy moments. I

seemed to have a new being, and the state in which I

found myself was equally new. God alone, I think,

could explain it." When these three days were

passed, Sister Mary Cherubina Clare seemed to enter

still more into herself, and to lead a yet more holy

life, feeling, no doubt, that she had now a greater

obligation of tending to perfection, and of drawing

still closer the bonds which united her to her Divine

Spouse. She felt much consolation in conforming to

the custom of remaining another year in the Noviciate,

under the direction of the Novice Mistress Sister Mary

Philomena Giovannini, upon whom she depended for

everything, like the last of the novices. She would

4*
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have wished to have remained thus all her life, if

it had been allowed ; but it was not the custom,

so that she had again to give up her will and submit.

The above named Mistress told me that she examined

carefully the conduct of the three young professed,

and that she saw in all of them great exactitude in

obeying the holy rule, and a careful conformity to the

orders of holy obedience, whether expressed to them

by the Mother Abbess or by herself ; but that Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare strove in everything with the

greatest zeal and fervour to perfect herself in all

virtues in an eminent degree, especially in humility, ,

obedience, mortification, and charity. Hence arose

that ardent thirst for the conversion of sinners

which already consumed her and made her desire to

be the mediatrix and victim between God and them.

The manifestation of conscience which she voluntarily

ma de every week to her Mistress convinced this reli

gious that Sister Mary Cherubina Clare was leading

a really interior and holy life, and one which might

be called saintly in all things.

Her Divine Spouse made her understand on several

occasions that it was His Will she should exercise her

self in the practice of a mortified and crucified life,

entirely deprived of consolation ; and prepare herself
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for a heavy cross upon which the spiritual edifice of

her sanctification would afterwards be raised. She cor

responded so well to these Divine warnings that the

desire of suffering increased in her in proportion as

the certainty of her future trials was made known to

her. Then God revealed to her that for five years she

would have to carry the cross of severe afflictions ;

but she abandoned herself completely to the Divine

Will, and made all known to her experienced Mistress,

that she might teach her how to correspond with the

designs of God and become a saint. Her Mistress, for

greater security, told her to inform her Confessor of

what passed within her, and this she did with

scrupulous exactitude, and was ever most submis

sive to his orders.

During this first year of her profession she applied

herself to cultivate a true spirit of obedience towards

her Novice Mistress, so that afterwards her submis

sion towards the Mother Abbess might be perfect

even in things of trifling moment.

God often made her know in Holy Communion that

He willed her to recommend sinners to His Divine

mercy, more especially persons consecrated to Him,

for whom she was to live in a state of continual

crucifixion. After receiving this Divine intimation,
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she determined to embrace a life of continual penance

and mortification ; and though obedience would not

permit her any corporeal austerities beyond those com

mon to the whole Community, she contrived to suffer

constantly, without, however, making herself remarked

by others. From the time that God gave her this par

ticular light she was often seen to weep for the sal

vation of sinners. She knew that this suffering was

pleasing to her Divine Spouse, because He often gave

her proofs of it by granting her many favours and

great consolations, which encouraged her to endure

still more. She would have looked upon that day as

lost in which she had not practised some act of morti

fication, always taking care, however, that God alone

should be her witness. The time was now approach

ing when she was to leave the Noviciate, and to lose

the guidance of her Mistress. This was a painful

blow for Sister Mary Cherubina Clare, who, as she

said, would have wished to have remained under her

all her life. It would be impossible to describe her

sorrow when the last day came ; she was awake the

whole night with the thought that henceforth she

could no more depend upon her whom she looked

upon as her guardian angel, since it was she who

advised, enlightened, and guided her. Sister Mary
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Philomena, before consigning the three young reli

gious to the hands of Mother Abbess, gave them a

long instruction full of that perfect spirit of piety

which she possessed in such an eminent degree.

The good sisters were deeply moved, but Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare had to retire to her cell to give

free vent to her tears. There, prostrate at the feet

of Jesus crucified, she offered Him the sacrifice she

had just made ; then she went to her dear Mistress's

cell, and kneeling before her, entreated her to promise

that she would always tell her of her faults with the

same frankness as heretofore. Her Mistress, know

ing so well the sincerity of this dear sister, willingly

granted her humble request.
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CHAPTEE V.

The First Fire Years after she left the Noviciate.

 

N the 3rd of October, 1848, the three young

professed sisters took their place in the com

mon dormitory, and immediately Sister Mary Cheru-

bina Clare renewed her act of submission at the feet

of the Mother Abbess, Sister Mary Fidelis Valentini.

A month later God allowed the burden of Superior-

ship to fall upon the shoulders of the poor and un

worthy religious who writes these memoirs, and all

that I shall now relate of Sister Mary Cherubina I

have either learned from herself, or I have seen with

my own eyes.

She told me that she felt drawn by God to medi

tate specially upon the bitter Passion of Jesus ; the

solitude of her cell was therefore very sweet to her,

but she was only allowed to enjoy this retreat in her

free time, and not during Community exercises. From

the moment she was clothed with the religious habit,
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and still more after her holy profession, she conceived

quite a special devotion towards the sufferings of

Jesus, her Divine Spouse, and in meditating on these

painful mysteries her soul was taught sublime truths

and inflamed with heavenly ardour. She then un

derstood more fully the greatness of the benefit she

had received from our Lord, and in His bleeding

wounds, especially that of His Sacred Side, she rea

lised better the price of her religious vocation. Then

shedding an abundance of tears, she would offer her

self wholly and unreservedly to Jesus, uniting her

heart and will to the heart and will of her crucified

Love.

Jesus often showed Himself to her, sometimes on

the cross, sometimes covered with wounds, telling her

to consider them attentively, for He wished her to be

the companion of His sufferings. His faithful spouse

abandoned herself entirely to His good pleasure, and

Jesus soon made known His acceptance of this act of

abandonment, and continued to give clear proofs of it

for the next five years, in the following way. Little

by little Sister Mary Cherubina Clare was plunged in

profound darkness, without finding any consolation in

meditating upon the sufferings of Jesus her Spouse,

which was quite unusual for her. She thought that
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this painful state would soon come to an end, but, on

the contrary, her sufferings increased, so much so

that it seemed to her hardly possible to live. She

turned to God, but the heavens were of bronze for her;

Jesus no longer made Himself felt, and her Confessor

could not afford her any relief. She feared her past

confessions had been faulty, and begged in vain to be

allowed to make a general confession. She thought

to find in this act peace for her soul, and when

the permission was refused her sorrow was at its

height. During these five years of trial it seemed as

if all hell were let loose against her, so violent and

so varied were the temptations to which she was ex

posed. She was especially tempted against faith and

patience by the most cruel attacks of the demon of

despair; the devil of pride raised up in her mind

thoughts against humility, and the angelic virtue

even had to undergo its own peculiar trial, though in

a less degree ; but the virtue of obedience was tried

to the utmost. She felt an extreme repugnance, even

positive opposition, to the orders of her Father Con

fessor and of her Superior, and these temptations were

all the more painful as she was in such interior dry

ness, and believed herself abandoned by God. This

painful aridity made all Community exercises distaste
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ful and irksome to her, so that she had to do violence

to herself even to go to choir and conform to the

regular observance of the Community, whereas for

merly all this had been her delight. She felt as if

she were herself the cause of her present state, and

could only sigh and weep over her misery. She tor

mented herself all the more as it seemed to her that

there was no remedy for her sorrow; and believing

that it must have been brought about by her own

fault she judged, in the bitterness of her heart, that

she must be living in a state displeasing to God.

Then the devil tried to discourage this holy soul by

trying to force upon her the conviction that there was

no God nor future state ; that consequently it was use

less to labour for the acquisition of virtue. The im

pression this produced upon her mind was so strong,

and obscured her understanding to such an extent,

that she could neither reason nor believe to the con

trary. Although she never consented to these imagi

nations, but, on the contrary, would have willingly

given her life for the faith ; still, not feeling within

herself strength to reject them as she would have

wished, she was continually tormented with the fear

of having yielded. Formerly she had found strength

and consolation in Holy Communion ; now it had be
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come her torture, both on account of her temptations

against the faith, as also of her fears respecting the

state of her conscience. However, the devil never

succeeded in making her abandon Holy Communion

daily. To gain greater strength, and to be more

assured of doing what was right, she would, when the

temptation was greatest, ask me for the blessing of

holy obedience and a direct order not to omit Holy

Communion. I gladly satisfied her desire, and faith

ful to this method, she overcame the tempter with

courage. She has told me that at the very moment

of being most sorely tempted against faith she felt,

after my blessing, a special grace granted her to resist

and overcome it.

Most violent temptations to despair attacked her at

the same time, the evil spirit making her believe that

her manner of life was not pleasing to God—that it

was even in direct opposition to His Will, and that,

having thus incurred the displeasure of God, nothing

she did could be agreeable to Him. He would tell

her at other times that she would never find mercy

with God, so she only lost her time by trying, and

indeed increased the Divine anger and indigna

tion against her. All these temptations were as

cruel thorns which pierced her soul; and, indeed,
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what suffering could be more terrible than to believe

herself separated from God ? These thoughts con

tinued to take more and more possession of her

heart ; for although she always made acts of confi

dence in God and of resignation to the Divine Will,

she still felt herself quite cold and incapable of

making a fervent act of love to God. After four

years passed in this painful state her sufferings be

came so great that she could no longer bear up under

them, and her health suffered considerably. On the

octave day of the holy patriarch St. Joseph, she was

attacked with a high fever and tremblings, which

made even her bed shake under her. The Community

wished a doctor to be sent for, but, as I knew that

her physical sufferings were brought on by her inte

rior struggles, I at first refused ; however, finding

these violent convulsions did not cease, I yielded.

As soon as the doctor saw her he ordered her to be

bled, but as the fever did not diminish, the bleeding

was repeated a second and a third time. To increase

the sufferings of His spouse, God permitted that our

ordinary Confessor should be ill, so that he could not

come to order, in virtue of holy obedience, this trial

to cease. Nevertheless God inspired the extra-ordi

nary Confessor to hear the confession of this poor
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sister. I took care to tell him beforehand that her

malady proceeded from the interior struggles the soul

had to sustain ; this induced him, after giving her

absolution, to command her to go to Holy Communion

with the Community the next day. To this she only

said, " Very well, I will obey." This excellent priest

then told her that in a few days he would come again,

and give her absolution in the confessional. This

happened before the doctor's arrival, and when, later

in the day, he came, he found her much better, so

that she was able to receive Holy Communion with

the others the following morning. After this she

enjoyed a few days' peace, and her health was re

stored ; but this repose was destined to be of short

duration. However, she profited by it to renew her

resolutions of preferring death a thousand times to

committing the smallest offence against God. She

would say, "I put my trust in God; nothing shall

make me doubt His love ; nothing shall make me lose

my confidence ; and if I do not will it, I shall never

fall into any sin, no, not the slightest." However, her

trials were not over ; the devil again attacked her,

making her believe that her soul was stained with

many grievous faults, so that she looked upon herself

as a great sinner. It seemed to her that God was no
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longer a merciful Father, but, on the contrary, that

He was incensed against her. She felt herself only

worthy to be with the demons, and she seemed to see

them rejoicing in their triumph over her. The infer

nal enemy told her that her virtues were false, her

good works without merit, that consequently she was

bereft of Divine grace, and already sentenced to

eternal torments, which alone she deserved. I could

never give an adequate idea of the anguish of this

poor sister, nor of the bitter days she passed, thinking

that not only was she out of the way of perfection,

but even of salvation, and the enemy of God. Sad

ness, grief, and terror assailed her at the same time,

and rendered her life a kind of interior martyrdom :

nevertheless she continued most faithful to the least

of her duties. The bitterness in which her heart was

plunged was caused by the thought of her ingratitude

towards the Sovereign Good, whom she had so many

times outraged by her sins. When the fifth year was

drawing to a close I saw her several times as if in an

agony. She would say to me, in a faltering voice,

"Mother, I can bear no more ; help me, for charity's

sake!" One day she spoke to me in these terms : "I

feel grievously tempted to despair, because it seems to

me that the devil knows I shall be his for all eternity.
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Last night in a dream he appeared about to choke me,

and I awoke with a feeling of strangulation, and as if

a heavy weight were on my chest ; I could not move

my arm to take holy water ; my idea is, that all is

over for me, that I shall never find mercy with

God." I knew very well that such a miserable crea

ture as I could not do her any good, except to bless

her in the spirit of faith, which I did several times.

Her state excited my deepest compassion ; so much

so, that I entreated the Father Confessor to obtain

from God, if it were His Will, that these interior trials

might soon be diminished, for I feared for her life.

He told me that they would shortly come to an end,

and so it came to pass.

Althoughthe different temptations which Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare endured with such courage and gene

rosity sometimes reduced her to a state of mortal sad

ness, nevertheless, by the grace of God, she remained

victorious over the devil in every encounter. The evil

one was confounded; for in spite of all his efforts,

he was constrained to see Sister Mary Cherubina

Clare, not only victorious, but filled with invincible

patience, lively faith, and profound humility. She

resigned herself simply and humbly to the Will of

Divine Providence, in order that her soul might be
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purified by any means which her Spouse thought best

for her eternal good. Towards the close of the fifth

year her interior trials and troubles began to diminish,

although they did not leave her entirely. At last, one

day, on going to confession, she felt as if a huge load

were lifted off her heart. And she told the Father

Confessor that she left his confessional with a totally

different feeling from what she had entered it. From

that hour peace was restored to her soul.
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CHAPTER VI.

She is Employed in Different Offices.

HEN this period of trial was passed, Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare was successively made

infirmarian, dispenser (econome), Novice-Mistress, and

last of all Vicaress. She had also at one time the care

of waking the Community. Her virtue never failed her

in any of these different employments, but she always

looked upon herself as the last, and servant of all,

and was always most diligent and attentive to her

duties. As she was naturally delicate and of an ex

treme sensitiveness, many services, which attendance

upon the sick required of her, caused her nature much

suffering and repugnance, but her heroic conduct

soon overcame nature. I will relate an instance of

this. One of the lay-sisters had a putrid wound in the

right breast, which emitted, as may be easily imag

ined, a fearful smell. Sister Mary Cherubina, however,

showed the greatest readiness to wait upon her, and
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when the loathsomeness of the discharge was so ex

cessive as to cause her stomach to turn, she would, to

overcome herself the more effectually, smell the offen

sive linens she had just taken off the wound ; this gene

rosity did not fail to reap its reward, and soon she

could render the most revolting services to the pocr

sufferer without repugnance.

Day and night she waited on the sick, without ever

sparing herself in anything ; and when she was dis

penser, she was most attentive that nothing should be

wanting to the religious through her fault, either in

food or clothing. She was particularly remarkable

for her love towards the poor. Oh, what great com

passion, did she not feel for them ! She would often

say, "Ah, while we want for nothing, these poor things

want everything! and yet in what have I merited

more than they?" She frequently begged me to

allow her to relieve all the poor who came to the

Convent gate, saying that God would provide for us ;

as, indeed, often happened in remarkable ways.

When she had the all-important office of Novice-

Mistress she first endeavoured to detach these young

hearts from home affections, and from all that sa

voured of the world ; then to fill them with contempt

for all frivolity, and with an immense love for the

5*
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Sovereign Good, and a tender devotion to the Sacred

Heart of Jesus, telling them that if they practised

these lessons they would become true spouses of

Jesus, and exact observers of the holy rule. These

happy sisters could not but admire the spirit of sub

lime sanctity in their Mistress, whom many times they

saw in ecstasy. It often happened that when they

went to speak to her they received no answer, for she

was unconscious of their presence. On one of these

occasions they called me to smell the delicious per

fume she exhaled. No wonder that her novices

looked upon her as a saint, and loved her as such.

And she loved them, and was all thoughtfulness and

solicitude for their spiritual and temporal welfare.

It not unfrequently happened that in the midst of one

of her Noviciate instructions she would be transported

out of herself, and as she still continued to speak,

the novices who knew her best would use many pious

stratagems to prolong the instruction, that they might

hear, as they said, words from Paradise. Her repug

nance to accept the office of Vicaress was so great

that obedience alone could overcome it ; but once in

office, her fidelity to the smallest duty of her charge

could not be surpassed. And, if she had always felt

herself bound to be most exact to every point of the
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holy rule, she felt this more incumbent upon her

then, so that, unless absolute duty prevented her, she

never failed to be the first at every Community

exercise. As my health had been delicate for some

years past, she strove to relieve me as much as

possible by doing what I ought to have done; and

even when obliged to keep her bed, she continued to

direct and give advice as far as she was able. She

watched over all the necessities of the Community

with tender solicitude, taking care that, so far as was

consistent with holy poverty, nothing should ever be

wanting to the Sisters through any negligence on her

part. She never forgot the poor, and took care that

workmen employed in the Convent should be properly

treated. If she heard of any poor family who were

ashamed to beg, she would ask permission to send

them something. Very often in her charity she would

tell me to take care of my health, and that she would

see to everything that had to be done ; the only duty

from which she would have been glad to have been

dispensed was the parlour, and to appear at the

grate ; however she always yielded to necessity with

as good a grace as if she had gone there willingly;

and those who came to speak to her always went

away pleased and edified.



LIFE OF SISTER MARY CHERUBINA CLARE.

 

CHAPTEE VII.

Jesus Invites Her to Renew Her Espousals.

[STER Mary Cherubina Clare prepared for

the Festival of Pentecost of the year 1853

with extraordinary fervour and with the greatest

recollection possible, our Lord communicating to

her a lively desire of being more intimately united

to Himself, and of aspiring to the happiness of losing

her whole being in Him. The annual retreat pre

paratory to the coming of the Holy Ghost began

on the 5th May. On the first day our Lord made

her draw near to His Sacred Heart that she might

experience its sweetness ; He made known to her

that He wished her to be united in Him, and trans

formed through love into Him. She, on her side,

asked Him to let her renew her espousals on Cal

vary, that her union with Him might be on the

cross and in suffering; wishing to endure all for

the salvation of souls. In the course of the retreat

our Lord gave her to understand that the trials of the
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previous five years had been very pleasing to Him,

and that in consequence she merited now to feel the

effects of His love in a sensible mariner. Then Jesus

told her that the union could not be perfect unless she

gave Him her will. To which she replied that al

though she had long since done this, she wished now

to renew the offering with a promise of shutting her

self up as if dead in His Sacred Heart, never more to

leave this her resting-place, at the same time telling

Him that she wished to purify her heart from the

slightest defect or imperfection, and from even the

most innocent affections, so as to remove every ob

stacle to the perfect reign of Jesus in her heart.

Thus were passed the ten days of retreat prepara

tory to her heavenly espousals. On the morning

of the loth, the Feast of Pentecost, after confession,

and having obtained the permission of the Confessor

to renew her espousals, she approached the holy altar

with the most ardent sentiments of love and faith ;

then she made the following act, which she com

mitted to writing :—

" My Lord and my God, my most amiable Spouse

Jesus, Thou who hast created me out of nothing,

redeemed me with Thy most precious Blood, Thou

who hast bestowed so many graces and blessings
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upon me, Thou who hast raised me to the sublime

dignity of Thy spouse, notwithstanding my utter

unworthiness—oh, of Thine infinite goodness, deign

to accept the oblation of my entire self which I

here renew before Thee. I consecrate to Thee my

soul with all its powers, my body with all its facul

ties, all that I have and all that I am, wishing

hereby to celebrate again with Thee, O Lord, the

solemn and holy espousals which I contracted with

Thee in my religious profession, but to celebrate

them this day on Calvary, embracing Thy cross in

a more intimate and perfect union with Thee. My

desire is to be thus all transformed into Thee, to

live no more in myself, but to breathe and live in

Thee alone, that Thou alone mayest live in me.

"I call upon the Queen of Dolors, the Immacu

late Virgin Mary, and the Beloved St. John, to be

the witnesses of our solemn espousals. May the

precious Blood shed from Thy Sacred Side be the

indelible seal of this present act. This 15th day

of May, 1853, Feast of Pentecost.

" Mary Cherubina Clare of St. Francis."

She could never explain what took place in her

soul at this time. When she spoke to me of it,
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she was, as it were, beside herself, and would say

to me, "Mother, I am now espoused to Jesus on

Calvary ; I am affianced to the cross. Oh, what

consolations come to us with the cross of Jesus, my

only Good, my only Treasure, my bleeding Spouse ! "

I told her that "she should be prudent in asking

for crosses, because Jesus was most liberal in this

matter." But she answered, "Oh, how happy should

I be to find myself really on the cross with our Divine

Redeemer, my Spouse, that I might gain souls for

heaven. I have no other desire than that of drawing

souls to God. I hope that, being affianced on Calvary,

where our redemption was accomplished, I shall be

able to save many souls ; and do you, Mother, help

me, for many are lost." This fervent and beautiful

soul passed the whole day as if in ecstasy, and,

desiring that the operations of God in her soul might

be hidden from all eyes, and her faults only known,

she kept in her cell as much as regularity to Commu

nity duties allowed. On the following Monday and

Tuesday, Jesus attracted this spouse after Holy Com

munion to Calvary, showing Himself to her, and invit

ing her to His cross with these words, " Come to My

throne, My spouse, and place thyself near to Thy

Beloved, all suffering and bleeding." And as He thus
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spoke it seemed to Sister Mary Cherubina that Jesus

pressed her to His Sacred Heart. " But it is diffi

cult," she said, "to explain what passed in my soul

at that moment. I can say, however, that these things

are of short duration, for no one could live long in

such a state." I thus learned that this beautiful soul

was raised to a degree of sublime union with our Lord.

The favours which she now continually received were

doubtless the reward of her fidelity during those five

years of cruel suffering.

Wishing me to know what she experienced in Holy

Communion, she explained herself thus : "I feel my

heart beat violently ; it seems to dilate, then to open,

and, when I have received Jesus, to shut again. Oh !

what greatness enclosed in mypoor and narrow breast !

It is impossible to explain it, for it is a Divine work.

In Holy Communion the heart becomes the palace of

love. . . . Then, seeing itself to be the temple

of the Divinity, it becomes more and more inflamed.

My heart dilates, and a Divine flame seems to con

sume me." On first coming to herself, the heavenly

joy which inundated her soul made her break forth

into such expressions as these : " My God, I ask of

Thee suffering, pure suffering, if this be pleasing to

Thee. I make this petition in order to unite my small
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pains to the many and grievous torments of Thy bitter

Passion and ignominious death upon the cross ! Ah,

yes, I will cry aloud that I am espoused to the cross !

0 Jesus! Thou didst shed all Thy precious Blood to

save souls ; I too offer Thee my blood, that it may

be shed to the last drop as Thine was shed even

to the last drop, as was clearly shown when, after

death, Thy Sacred Side was opened with a lance

and water issued forth. O my Jesus, deign to

accept my offering, for it is that of a bride of

Calvary."

She renewed her espousals every year on the Feast

of Pentecost, preparing for this act by confession,

Holy Communion, and other devout practices, never

omitting to ask the blessing of the Father Confessor

and of myself, and passing the preceding night in

prayer, unless constrained by obedience to take a

little rest. The time after Holy Communion was

spent on Calvary, and for a while she was quite

beside herself. When her ordinary duties were ful

filled, she retired to her eell to pour forth her soul be

fore God. In the evening she came of her own accord

to give me an account of how she had spent the day

of her espousals. She would say : " Mother, I have

been with Jesus on Calvary. What satisfaction do we
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not feel there ! I hope to realise my desire of suffer

ing for the salvation of souls."

After the espousals of which I have just spoken,

God made known to her that henceforth she was

to be even more constant in recommending to His

mercy poor sinners, for whom she was to live on

Calvary crucified with Him. Then day after day,

with ever-increasing fervour, did she renew the sacri

fice of herself—weeping and suffering for sinners—to

appease the Divine indignation. She thus rendered

herself so agreeable to God that He continued to

give her new proofs of His love, by drawing her to

still closer union with Himself. This served to ex

cite within her a still greater thirst for suffering ;

she sought out means for making her sufferings con

tinual, and would, indeed, have considered that day

lost on which she had not made some sacrifice for

God. If she allowed herself some rest at night it

was through obedience ; but her mind was still

plunged in profound and sorrowful meditations. Her

very heart seemed to fail her as she reflected upon

the continual offences committed against God, that

tender Father so full of love. She felt such an in

tense compassion for souls who have lost their inno

cence, that this thought would cause her to lose her
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senses, and on returning to herself, if she were in

her cell, she would with a loud voice invite these

poor sinners, by prayers, sighs, and tears, to return

to God and to do penance, asking to suffer for them,

if such were the Will of God ; and so vehement was

the charity which inflamed her, that, had she not

given it some vent she would have fallen a victim

to it. Often did she come to my cell at night

inviting all creatures to love God and to avoid sin,

saying, " Why not love Him who loves us so ar

dently ? Ah ! Mother, let us induce all hearts to

love God, and let us try and make amends to Him

for all." At these words she would lose the use of

her outward senses, and only come to herself

through the virtue of obedience ; then, apparently

unconscious, she would exclaim : " Oh ! what a

sight it is to see God irritated ! to see so many

souls happy in the midst of their sins, and so many

more already cast into hell for all eternity."

About this time Jesus bestowed upon her a gift

from Calvary. She was seized quite suddenly with a

sharp pain in the spine, which did not leave her all

the rest of her life ; but it was to her a subject of joy,

as she had thus always something to suffer for her

Beloved. Never did she utter one word of complaint.
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CHAPTER VIII.

Of Her Exactitude in the Observance of Her Vows.

ISTER Mary Cherubina Clare was humble,

therefore from the very first she had taken

care to keep the operations of grace in her soul, secretly

manifesting her interior with perfect simplicity, how

ever, when obedience required her to do so, and always

submitting the graces and inspirations she received to

the judgment of her Confessor. If she had been faith

ful to this in her noviciate, she became still more so

after her profession, and in order never to do her own

will she made a fifth vow of obedience to her Con

fessor, the observance of which she practised with

such fidelity that she expired in obedience to his voice,

as we shall see in its place.

At times, when she was absorbed in God, and

giving no signs of life, an order given even mentally

by her Confessor, would bring her to herself. This

has been my experience also in her case, and I say it
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to my confusion. She and I often went alone at night

to pray before the Blessed Sacrament, or before the

shrine of our holy Mother St. Clare, and generally she

became, after a few minutes, quite lost and absorbed

in God ; but as soon as I required her by obedience

(even mentally) to come to herself, her senses instantly

returned. On days when she was more than usually

intent on Divine things it was very difficult for her to

take any nourishment, but an order of obedience

sufficed to make her overcome herself, though it was

easy to see the difficulty she had in making the

necessary effort to swallow : she has sometimes told

me that it seemed as if her throat were closed. As I

was ill during the time that she was Vicaress, she

was often obliged to take my place in the Community,

and to attend to all the affairs of the Convent, so that

for whole days she had not a minute to herself. On

these occasions she would ask the blessing of her

Confessor that she might always remain conscious of

what she was doing, and that nothing might appear

exteriorly of what was passing within her. After

this, it was really admirable to see with what presence

of mind she performed all her duties. At other times

she came to me for a special blessing that she

might not appear absent during the Community
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prayers, lest instead of giving the blessing, for in

stance, at dinner-time, she should let fall some word

which would be an indication of the state of her soul.

When she was obliged to go to the parlour for the

business of the Convent, (not being able to go myself I

sent her,) she would sometimes come to me for the

blessing of obedience, saying at the same time : "I

go because obedience sends me, but it is real suffering

to have to do with worldly people, when we do not

find Him there. I fear lest I should mention His

name who keeps me close to Him. Bless me, I beg

of you." And as a reward of her great faith in

obedience, she was always enabled to acquit herself

with ease and politeness of whatever she had to do in

the parlour. Had obedience not constrained her to

accept the office of Vicaress, she would have hidden

herself anywhere to escape the charge : obedience

also made her bow her head when the delicate and

responsible task of Novice-Mistress was imposed upon

her, but she dried her tears, saying : "It would have

been my greatest happiness to live in the most retired

corner of the Convent, only to come out for Community

duties, and never more to see seculars; but our Lord's

Will for me seems to be the reverse of all this. May

His holy Will be done ! " I often told her to pray for
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some spiritual intentions regarding my own soul, and

she always gave me the required information, not

withstanding her extreme repugnance to doing so.

On one occasion, for instance, I asked her, in the

name of obedience, to tell me if I had any real cause

for uneasiness with regard to something that troubled

me, without, however, telling her what it was. She

answered me immediately that I had cause for un

easiness, but it gave her so much pain to tell me

this that she turned quite pale, so that I thought she

would have fainted. I have already mentioned how,

in compliance with obedience, she rose from her bed

after being three times bled in the height of a great

fever, and went to choir as if nothing was the matter

with her, and without uttering a word of excuse or

complaint.

I have sometimes said things to her in play, but

have invariably remarked that she understood them

seriously, and prepared to obey ; she was accustomed

to say that words spoken by a Superior come from

God Himself. During the course of her long and

painful malady, to how many heroic acts of obedience

did she not subject herself! I found it necessary to

take care how I spoke of medicines and such things,

for she would immediately have requested even those

6
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to be given her which she knew would do her harm,

if obedience had suggested them. Towards the end

of her life her stomach became too weak to retain

more than a spoonful of liquid, and if, through obedi

ence, she took more, she immediately rejected it with

indescribable torture, and she became so exhausted

each time that she seemed as if already dead. I

greatly feared to lose her after one of these attacks,

although, seeing her so weak, I often could not help

telling her to try and drink a little. She instantly

obeyed, but the cruel suffering I saw that she under

went in vomiting it, as was invariably the case, made

me regret having told her to take it. But she would

only say, "It is true that these efforts cause me

excruciating suffering, but I will die in obeying." A

few hours before her death a sister suggested to her

to take half-a-spoonful of some liquid, but at that

time she could no longer swallow. However, as

soon as the Sister had said this, she inquired if the

Mother Abbess wished her to take it. Being answered

in the negative, she was satisfied, and never again

took anything.

She not only obeyed me during the two and twenty

years that I was her Superior, but she constantly

left her soul in my hands that she might have the
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merit of obedience in all she did. As to the virtue of

holy poverty, it may be truly said that, from her

childhood she had always tried to take the worst for

herself of everything, and had been a declared enemy

of vanity in dress. As a religious she especially

strove to excel in this virtue, which is the true orna

ment of a child of our seraphic Mother St. Clare. As

regards clothing, she always contrived to have less

than others, and what was barely sufficient, till at

last she had not even a change ; but still she said

she was in want of nothing, having already many

things—though in truth these were mere trifles, and

quite worn out. It is certain that if I had required

her to do so she would have accepted more, but I

knew the pain such an obedience would have cost

her ; and left her in her blessed poverty. At table

she would set aside a portion of what was given her,

for she said that we do not deserve to be called poor

if we want for nothing. In her illness, fearing lest

holy poverty should suffer, she often entreated that

no expense might be incurred on her account ; and

when I reminded her that we were not wanting in

this virtue by procuring necessaries for the sick, she

would reply, "But the real poor cannot get all I

have." Many times, to satisfy her, I told her to

6*
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accept as an alms, through obedience, what was

given her ; but to the last she always said she had

not lived like a real child of poverty. A short time

before her death she gave up the few things of which

she had had the use, that she might die poor, like

Jesus upon the cross.

This faithful spouse of Jesus Christ preserved the

beautiful lily of the angelic virtue in all its primitive

purity. Although she entered religion at the age of

twenty-one, and was very intelligent, she had the

innocence and simplicity of a child.

About two years before she became a religious, her

Confessor advised her to make the vow of virginity,

which she did very willingly, and ever after continued

to wear only dark colours ; she told her mother that

she dressed thus because she wished to be a nun.

When the time for which the vow had been made

was expired, her Confessor asked her if .she were glad

she had made it, and whether she wished to renew it.

She answered, with much simplicity, that she was

quite satisfied, because it was a matter of indifference

to her whether she wore a black or a coloured dress.

She said this because the only privation she felt at

that time as regarded her vow, was simply having to

dress in black.
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During the whole forty-seven years of her life she

never knew what it was to offend against that angelic

virtue, so great and so rare, which shone in her very

countenance. She was like an angel, and when she

spoke upon this subject she seemed like one en

tranced. She would often say, " Oh, what a treasure

do we not possess, we who are virgins and spouses of

the Immaculate Lamb— the very angels sing the

praises of pure souls ! Mother, we are the sisters

and spouses of Jesus. Ah, that the world could

know the beauty of this virtue !" She felt a certain

satisfaction in speaking with those who possessed

this precious jewel, and a kind of repugnance to be

with those who did not. She even felt a greater

affection for the imperfect among the former, than for

married persons, even those leading a holy life. She

could hardly bear to hear the parlour mentioned, and

when obliged to go to the grate, one might have

thought she was going to execution. "We can

seldom go to the parlour," she would say, "without

hearing something worldly."

It was enough for her to have left the world. She

never allowed herself to form any attachment, how

ever spiritual, that was not for God and in God.

She detached herself as much as possible from her
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sisters, although she well knew the great affection

they all had for her. The intimate intercourse I had

with her for so many years enables me to assert this

with great certainty. She has often spoken to me

thus: "Mother, I love you very much in our Lord,

but this love draws me still nearer to God ; if it

were not so, I could not love you ; I feel my heart

too much inclined to love creatures ; but I will have

no other love but Jesus. Yes, Jesus wants pure

hearts, free from all irregular and excessive attach

ment, even to parents, otherwise He abhors them."

To keep her heart thus free she would never allow

any sister to show her special marks of affection :

if any one came too near to her, took her hand, or

in kissing her hand, pressed it, to testify her esteem

for her, she immediately assumed so severe an air

that the poor sister was often moved to tears. It

was only when she was transported with Divine love

that she would sometimes take me by the hand to

draw me towards the Sovereign Good who was her

joy. In the long illness of which she died she was

almost unable to make any movement without assist

ance : still she would suffer anything rather than

allow any sister to touch her. Seeing how much it

cost her to move, I told her to let the infirmarians
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help her ; she answered, " If obedience requires this

of me, I have no answer to make ; but if you will

allow me, I would rather do everything for myself."

When she was almost dying, a remedy had to be

applied which required her to move ; but the water,

which was rising rapidly, rendered it all but im

possible. I begged her to keep herself quite quiet,

and that I would see to what had to be done with

all possible delicacy and consideration : however

she succeeded in moving herself, to my great sur

prise. I said to her, "But what are you doing?"

She answered, " We are obliged to help ourselves as

long as we can." She never allowed herself to think

or speak of worldly affairs, and not even of her

relations, except to pray for them. She spoke only

of God and spiritual things, and looked upon it as a

great defect in a religious to allow her heart or mind

to be occupied with things of the world. An ecclesi

astic, who was for some time Confessor of our Monas

tery, has asserted that this beautiful soul throughout

'her whole life never experienced that she was a child

of Adam.
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CHAPTEE IX.

Sister Mary Cherubina Clare's Gift of Prayer.

HE life of this faithful spouse of Jesus was

one continual prayer, a series of ecstasies, a

life of Divine love. In meditation she was habitually

deprived of the use of her senses, for Jesus acted so

powerfully upon her soul that human nature seemed

dead. She might have been taken for a body without

life. At other times the ardour of her spirit was

reflected upon her countenance, which appeared all

shining. Her intense love of God made her live in a

state of continual union with Him. I have often

seen her in these Divine transports, in which she ac

quired an admirable knowledge of God and of what

displeases Him. She knew of the gentle and loving

ways by which He gains His creatures — she knew

that she was transformed into God by means of love.

In these states she enjoyed ineffable sweetness, and

obtained such a lively faith in Divine truths, and
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such a firm hope, that it is not easy to convey an

idea of the knowledge thus imparked to her. She

would sometimes say that she seemed to be immersed

in the love of God, as in an ocean; and as out at sea

nothing is to be seen but water, so all around she

saw nothing but the love of God; and she added,

that true love is so strong that it keeps its Divine

Object always attached to the heart of the spouse, and

does not suffer her to see or feel anything but through

pure love. She not unfrequently was heard to ex

claim, in the midst of her transports : " O creatures,

why do you not begin to love even in this life ? If I

only knew what to do to hinder so great an evil as

this of not loving Him who loves us so much, there

is nothing I would neglect in order to gain so desirable

an end." This burning flame of Divine love was in

creased day by day by continual prayer. In the

fortieth year of her age she began to lead a life so

detached from earthly things, so inflamed with Divine

charity, that her frequent ecstasies lasted for many

hours without interruption, during which time, de

prived of her senses, her soul remained absorbed in

God. When at length she came to herself, she broke

forth into bitter complaints against creatures, because

they did not walk in the way of Divine love, repeating
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many times, " Oh, why is Love not loved ? " But she

spoke as one who knew not what she said. Occa

sionally I ventured to question her at these times, and

she always answered me with the greatest submission.

I would say to her, " Dear Mother Vicaress, do you

think that all feel the love of God as you do ? " She

would answer: " All might do so if they would ; even

those persons who have never tasted the sweetness of

God in prayer ; only the will is needed, then love

would soon follow. In the first place, the soul must

be prepared ; then God gives a horror of sin, and the

soul abstains from it. After this, He illuminates the

mind with the light of faith ; and, lastly, He gently in

flames the will. This is the way our amiable Jesus

acts, and this is how each one can love God. It is

enough that we give our consent; then He acts in us,

but not without us, and it is nearly always by means

of His Divine inspirations." As soon as she perceived

that she had been talking she seemed troubled ; but

I reassured her, saying that there was nothing par

ticular in what she had said. Towards the close of

her life her ecstasies were almost uninterrupted, so

that she suffered immensely, having, as Vicaress, to

speak so often and see to so many things. She told me

that she could not remain much longer on earth ; and
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on my asking the reason why, she replied : " For

merly, God, in making Himself felt in my soul, sus

tained me ; in other words, I could be one with Him,

and yet fulfil my ordinary duties ; but now it is not

so." I then pressed her to tell me the difference be

tween the operations of God in preceding years and

now, and she thus explained herself : " In past years

when I placed myself in the presence of God, I felt

a sense of recollection which made me long for soli

tude, and this happened to me even in the world.

This interior recollection produced a feeling of weari

ness, so that it was difficult for me to speak, pray, or

meditate ; I could only love. I seemed at times as if

bewildered, but I was not out of myself, so that I had

presence of mind enough to attend to my duties.

My next state was one in which all my faculties were

united to God, so that I had still less power of at

tending to exterior things. I could succeed, however,

by doing violence to myself; the effects experienced

in this state cannot well be described, and must be

felt to be understood. To this state succeeded another,

in which I found myself suddenly absorbed in God,

in such enjoyment that I could neither speak nor open

my eyes; the violent action of this state upon my

body seemed to deprive it of heat, just as we feel in
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fainting fits. The effects produced in my soul by

these ecstasies are forgetfulness of myself and the

longing desire that God should be known and loved.

I feel myself incapable of loving Him who loves me

so tenderly, and I see my extreme ingratitude towards

our Lord who has bestowed upon me so many graces.

The impression made upon me is such, and the sweet

ness in which I am plunged so great, that if this

state lasted long I could not live. I experience, at

the same time, the utmost disgust for the things of

earth. Since the day when our most merciful Lord

attracted me to Himself by means of prayer, I have

felt myself detached from all created things. Thus,

as soon as I place myself in the presence of God, I

am as one dead, not only to exterior things, but also

to myself; that is to say, I become insensible, and

live only in God. I never could explain how God

works then in my soul. I will say, however, that the

first time this happened to me, I thought my soul

was being separated from my body, and I could only

admire the power of God, which raises a soul out of

the region of sense, restoring it afterwards to its pre

vious state. At these times I conceive an intense

regret for having so often offended a God so worthy

of being loved by all creatures. In the state in which
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I now am it needs no effort to put myself in the pre

sence of God, for a single thought, a word that I hear,

impetuously carries me away, and I am absorbed in

God ; my soul rejects all that is not God, and yet it

knows that the perfect possession of God is impos

sible in this life. It seems to me that there is real

danger of death ; because in this state the soul is no

more upon the earth, a supernatural force holds it

between heaven and earth, and so great is the suffer

ing produced by this violence that it must be felt

to be understood. When I come to myself, I feel

as if my whole body were dislocated. I have no

strength to stand or walk. I am in pain all over, so

that I am constrained to stop wherever I am, for I

cannot move. If this happened often I should die."

And it was indeed as she said, she could not live long.

About a year before her last illness it was enough to

mention the holy Name of God in her presence and

she was immediately transported out of herself ;

when the moment for her sacramental union with her

Beloved drew near she was frequently in ecstasy, so

that an order of obedience was requisite to enable her

to walk and to open her mouth. She has often told me

that she did not know how she had communicated,

as at the time of Holy Communion she was not in a
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state to open her mouth. After receiving our Divine

Lord she often did not know if she were alive or not,

and latterly when we came out of Church she would

ask my blessing that she might retain her presence

of mind ; and, thanks to the faith she had in holy

obedience, she succeeded in being with her sisters

without any visible constraint, though she suffered

much from the effort to keep everything concealed.

She would often tell me afterwards that she did not

know how to endure the furnace of love which con

tact with the Divinity enkindled within her. She

assured me that she felt as if she were being burnt;

and the beating of her heart was so violent that all

who drew near her heard it. When these transports

were most frequent she remained as one dead, and

passed whole days without scarcely taking any

nourishment ; and the little she did eat was only

swallowed through obedience.

She said to me one day : " To speak plainly, I

think God wishes to have my heart that He may

wound it when He pleases. And this is how it

happens. When I am in prayer, but not quite de

prived of my senses, enjoying quietly the presence of

my God, and only conscious that my Saviour is near

me, it seems to me that I receive a wound in my
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heart. I feel a sharp pain which transforms me

sweetly into God ; I say sweetly, because there is no

violence, but all is melted into love, which I could

wish might never end. Sometimes this wound pro

duces strange effects. I feel the presence of my God,

who wishes to give Himself to me, and I long for

Him to come ; and this desire, though most ardent,

is still accompanied with profound peace. Then

I see my poor soul as if enchained ; that is to say,

I am in the impossibility of loving God as I could

wish, so that I conceive a horror of my body, because

it prevents my fully enjoying Him whom my soul

loves so ardently." One day she described her state

as a Purgatory. I could see she was suffering very

much interiorly, and fearing for her health, I begged

her to distract her mind a little from such thoughts.

She replied : " Mother, I suffer a real Purgatory,

which I will describe as well as I can. Sometimes

feeling that my soul, in the impetuosity of its love,

wishes to fly to God, I desire to quit my body, which

is such an impediment to me, and for a time it seems

to me that my spirit has indeed left its earthly tene

ment and flown towards the Sovereign Good ; but it

is not so ; and He makes me understand that the

moment is not yet come, and at the same time I feel
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an interior conviction of the Infinite love which God

bears me. Ah! my Sovereign Good, you look upon

me as your beloved spouse ! I feel that my life

cannot last : my soul must fly to God. I see here a

barrier which keeps me back, and this makes the

desire of my soul to fly to God still more violent, for

He alone can console it. This violence increases

with the sense I have of my separation from the

Divine Object for whom I so ardently long : this is the

cruel Purgatory I suffer—a desire to be united to God

and happy for ever in His bosom. O Mother ! this

is indeed a cruel Purgatory, to see God, and to be

unable to unite oneself to Him for ever." As she

thus spoke, I saw that she was extraordinarily moved

and agitated.

Very often on Thursday night, when our health per

mitted it, we went together to pray before the Blessed

Sacrament or before the shrine of our holy Mother

St. Clare, intending to keep company with Jesus

agonising in the Garden of Olives. We said a few

prayers together aloud, but often Mother Vicaress left

off responding. Oh, what graces did not our Lord

grant me during those precious hours ! Unworthy

religious as I am, our merciful Lord often made me

participate in the graces of this privileged soul ; it was
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the prajrers of this holy spouse of Jesus that obtained

these favours for me. During these ten years of

revolution we multiplied our visits to Jesus in the

Garden of Olives, to obtain the conversion of sinners.

She often used to say to me : " We must pass this

night with Jesus agonising, but it must be in a real

agony, and this to save souls who are in danger of

being lost."

And so it was; for I can attest that these three

hours, and sometimes the whole night, were passed

in a species of agony painful alike to mind and body.

Sometimes on leaving the Church I said to her : " Oh,

Mother Vicaress, what a painful night ! " and she would

answer: "Yes; truly this night has been passed in

company with Jesus agonising, and we have not

followed the example of the weary Apostles who fell

asleep ; let us hope that we have gained some souls."

On one of these nights, after praying to Jesus in

the Blessed Sacrament, to the Blessed Virgin Mary,

Mother of Dolors, and to our holy Mother St. Clare,

we kept silence for about three hours. I looked upon

the beloved spouse of Jesus, and saw that she gave no

sign of life, but she excited in me the most lively com

passion; for I saw that the position in which she was

would certainly cause her much pain when she came

7
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to herself on account of the weakness of her spine ;

so that I prayed to our Lord to bring her back to

herself, if such was His good pleasure. At the very

same moment she recovered the use of her senses,

and with a deep sigh, exclaimed : " Ah, why so much

coldness and indifference for souls redeemed by Jesus

at the price of so much suffering ! Ah, do you not

see the cruel state of Jesus agonising and bathed in

His precious Blood ? This Blood comes from His

very Heart, and is forced thence by love for the sal

vation of souls : no one is excluded. Jesus suffered

more in the Garden than in all other stages of His

Passion. O Garden ! Garden ! how little art thou

thought of ! . . . But I came here with my Mother. . . .

Quick, quick, Mother, let us not lose time, not even

an instant, for Jesus continues to shed His precious

Blood ; it is the Blood of His Divine Heart, so full of

loVe. Souls, souls, come to this Garden, and you

will receive the baptism of Blood ! " As she said these

things her eyes were upraised and intently fixed ; she

seemed to me as one who knows not what she says ;

then a sudden silence would ensue. It is easy to

imagine that such scenes as these made a profound im

pression upon me. May our Lord be for ever blessed

for His tender mercies towards me. As the night
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was far advanced, I said to her : " Mother Vicaress,

let us not forget holy obedience which wills us to

go to bed for an hour ; " immediately recovering her

self she replied : " Yes, let us go, I cannot walk; but

obedience requires us to go to bed, so Jesus help me."

Then I saw a twofold prodigy of obedience : for at

the first intimation of obedience she instantly quitted

the vision of God, and then had power to walk,

although she was apparently like one dead. Yes ;

she truly resembled a corpse, for her eyes were shut

and sunken, her nose and mouth pinched, her hands

frozen, stiff, and withered. If on these occasions, as

I parted from her at her cell door, I forgot to tell her

to take some rest during the short time that yet re

mained, she indeed went to bed but not to rest. The

following morning, after the Exercises of the Choir

were over, I asked her if she had slept a little ?

" How could I," she would say, " whilst Jesus was

shedding His precious Blood for souls ; and yet, in

spite of this, so many are lost ! " These Fridays

were passed in great abstraction of spirit, but grace

enabled her to go through her ordinary duties, so

that nothing extraordinary showed itself exteriorly.

I remember one of these painful nights in particular;

we had gone to the shrine of our holy Mother as

7*
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usual. Mother Vicaress in her charity prepared me

a convenient place that my feeble health might not

suffer, but after a few prayers she was transported

out of herself; then suddenly coming back to her

senses, she exclaimed: "Mother, I shall soon leave

you. Jesus will take me to Himself, but I shall have

much to suffer first. . . . Jesus, here I am, do with me

what Thou wilt." Then she was silent for about

half an hour, when she again came to herself she

moved as one in violent pain. I asked her what was

the matter? She replied: "The pain in my heart !

... I cannot endure it and live ! What are you doing ?

O my God ! Ah ! leave me, I cannot bear it ; what

are you doing to my poor heart ? Oh, what anguish

still to live on earth ! yet but a little while and I am

with you, 0 my God." Jesus had wounded her heart ;

1 knew it, but I could not ask her ; however, as usual,

she told me all. One day, she said to me that her

heart was not as it used to be, for Jesus was busy

working there ; and as she spoke she fell into an

ecstasy, during which she bore no trace of suffering.

Her mouth was smiling, her eyes, lit up with celestial

joy, were fixed heavenward, her right hand rested

upon her heart; then suddenly she exclaimed : " Oh,

am I still on earth ! My Beloved God, why do you
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keep me still here ? One cannot live with one's heart

broken. How could Saint Teresa live ? O Mother,

ask Jesus to strengthen me ; I am too weak—Jesus,

help me ! O creatures, love Jesus, and you will feel

the effects of His Divine charity." And, again, I had

not the courage to ask her what she felt in her heart.

During Lent she faithfully kept company with

Jesus, following all the stages of His dolorous Pas

sion, and the sorrows of Mary from the Thursday till

the Saturday night ; and although she performed

her exterior duties with careful exactitude, she was

often during these days deeply affected, and would

come to me for the blessing of obedience to enable

her to get through them. The last Lent that she was

able to be about, her ecstasies were extraordinary, and

her sufferings very great on account of the violence

with which our Lord drew her to Himself, and en

kindled within her a furnace, which, as she said, con

sumed her. At times she would tell me that the blood

seemed boiling in her veins, especially near her heart.

She thought that she should have found some relief

from bleeding, but I could not consent to this, fearing

to weaken her. One night, when I was in bed, she

came to me to ask my blessing that she might bear

the violence of the love which overwhelmed her. I
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began to pray, and immediately she was transported

in God. Seeing that she enjoyed great peace I left

her quiet for some time, and contemplated her with

much satisfaction. When I felt inspired to do so,

I called her to herself in the name of obedience ; she

instantly obeyed, and said to me : "What pain I feel

in my heart! O Mother, how I suffer ! The Almighty

to nothingness ! The Creator to a miserable creature !

A God to wretched me ! Oh, my heart chokes me ! "

It was easy to see that she was suffering much from

the excess of love ; one saw the violent beating of her

heart under her habit, and her breathing was very

laboured. Thus she remained for a short time ; then

I gave her the blessing of obedience to go to bed, and

she went away satisfied.

The longer this pure and beautiful soul lived, the

more united she became to God. She would often tell

me that her life could not last. I said that that would

be according to the good pleasure of God. " Jesus,"

she replied, " has told me that I shall soon be in full

possession of His Divine love." During the Lent of

which I have just spoken, her ecstasies became more

frequent, and the fire of Divine love inflamed her to

such a degree, that for days together she suffered from

a burning fever. She would sometimes say to me :
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" Jesus, my most sweet Spouse, raises my soul more

frequently now, suddenly and quite unawares. He

seems to me to lift my soul out of my body, placing

it in His very Bosom ; it is not possible for me to ex

plain the Divine operations that are then effected in

my soul. God reveals Himself to me more and more

clearly; but how is this to be explained ? It is enough

merely to think of the Divinity. Divinity! oh, what a

word this is, for my whole being to be transported and

illuminated. Oh, word of Paradise ! Divinity ! When

at length I come to myself again, I feel an immense

wish of suffering for the love of God and for the sal

vation of souls, but especially of those who are con

secrated to Him ; and God lets me know that my

desire will be granted. May it be soon, that souls may

be saved. Oh, what sorrow ! not to be able to ask for

the suffering which I so ardently desire ; but my wish

is known to God." I then asked her why she so

much wished to suffer ? " To save souls," she re

plied ; " but the thought of unworthy priests engrosses

me at this moment. Oh, how many there are who

go up to the holy Altar unworthily ! What infidelity !

and, alas ! even the angelic virtue is not respected.

Oh, unhappy priests ! How you move me to pity ! Ah,

at least, do not approach the holy Altar of God ! Dear
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brothers, for the love of Jesus be converted ! God is

waiting for you ! He will pardon you. Ah, Mother,

let us hasten to assist these poor souls who are so

worthy of commiseration, since they are not conscious

of their deplorable condition ! The love which God

bears to those souls who serve Him faithfully, and

love Him with a pure and perfect love, is so ardent

that He is ready to bestow upon them all the gifts

and graces that He has ever granted to those who

have loved and served Him with fidelity. God presses

these souls to His loving Heart, and forgets their past

infidelities. Sacred ministers of God, begin a new

life ! abandon your self-interest, your love of plea

sure, and turn all your affections towards God. No

one is excusable if he have not this pure and holy love ;

for who is he that cannot love God ? Is He not in

deed the very love of souls, particularly of those who

are specially consecrated to Him ? You priests, who

are in the grace of God, do good to your neighbour ;

this obligation is laid upon you. Throw off human

fears and considerations, human passions and plea

sures, and give yourselves up entirely to the care of

souls ; this you are compelled to do, for God wills it

of you ; but do it without delay, otherwise you will

incur the Divine vengeance, and that is terrible ! "
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Then she was plunged into an ecstatic silence, her

countenance beaming with joy as if in the enjoyment

of a consoling vision ; and upon coming to herself she

exclaimed, " Blessed be God, I see many priests, with

true zeal labouring for the salvation of souls. Oh,

holy priests, work courageously, and do not grow

weary, for great will be your consolation and reward !

Oh, that I could help you ! If you did but know how

much God loves you because you love the souls whom

He has redeemed with His precious Blood ! Ah,

Mother, let us also do our part : let us offer our

slight sufferings and prayers, and all the good works

that Divine Grace enables us to do; let us offer all

for this end ! "

I could not but know that the state in which she

was almost constantly plunged during the last few

months before being confined to her bed was very

prejudicial to her health, for she took hardly any

nourishment, and suffered continually in her back

and head from constant application to heavenly

things. On Thursday night, when all the religious

had retired to rest, we prepared, according to our

custom, to go to the Choir, but as I perceived that

Mother Vicaress was so absorbed that she was not in

a state to walk, and fearing she might be suffering
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much, I gave her leave to go to bed. She expressed,

however, great readiness to go to the Church, and told

me that it was one of the last times we should watch

together before the Blessed Sacrament and the shrine

of our holy Mother St. Clare ; and so it was, for we

only went once more, after which she had to keep her

bed. As soon as we entered the Choir she prostrated

herself as usual, and said with a deep sigh : " To

some, repose ; to others, watching with Jesus. How

many priests and spouses of Jesus keep us com

pany now ! Ah, Mother, let us do violence to the most

Sacred Heart of Jesus ! ' ' After a few prayers said

together we remained in silence, and about an hour

afterwards our dear Mother Vicaress was transported

out of herself. Her breathing was imperceptible ; she

remained motionless, her head inclined towards one

side, her arms hanging down as if dead, her eyes

closed and sunken, her whole appearance that of a

corpse. She inspired me with lively emotion and

deep compassion, and notwithstanding my misery

and unworthiness I was allowed to enjoy for a long

time those blessed effects which, I think, all must

experience who are near to souls so highly favoured

by our Lord. May our merciful God deign to receive

my heartfelt gratitude for all His mercies. But
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obedience had imposed upon me the obligation of

prudent watchfulness as regarded the time to be

spent in these vigils, requiring me to remember that

we were both weak in health. I therefore gave her an

order in the name of obedience to come to herself.

O Divine Goodness ! whose infinite charity deigned

to obey such a wretched creature as I am ! She came

from her ecstasy immediately, but so exhausted that

she seemed to have just undergone some painful

labour, and said: "Ah, why not satisfy the desires

of our God, who loves us with such an ardent love !

We, who are His spouses, ought to live comformably

to our sublime and holy state; but this is so little

thought of ! " I asked what our Lord required of us,

and she replied : " God requires that souls who are

consecrated to Him should divest themselves of them

selves altogether; keeping their hearts entirely free

from the spirit of the world, and having the courage

to suffer much for the love of God. Souls thus puri

fied should detach themselves from all created things,

and never do the least thing through self-love, human

respect, or any other motive that is not of God. Who

ever has the direction of the souls of nuns should

guide them in the way of that perfection proper to

their state, and that with a real solicitude, for it is
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most important that they should reflect upon what

God has done for souls like ours. When a soul has

once entered upon the way of perfection, with a will

determined to serve and love God faithfully, He gives

her courage and strength to overcome all the obstacles

that the devil puts in the way, so that she attains to

the possession of God. Believe me, Mother, this is

the Will of God for all religious ; why then is it not

accomplished ? Ah, the infinite love of God is little

known and therefore little appreciated ! Oh, how

great is the love of God for one whom He has created

in His own image ! The cause of this great love is

Love itself. This pure love makes us resemble angels,

or rather gods. That deep love which is felt in the

depth of the soul cannot be described .... she only

knows it who herself experiences it ... . but why not

try to experience it ? O Love, the souls who taste

of Thee have a foretaste of Paradise. The soul is

created by God for Himself, and can find no rest

save in God. Mother, let us strive to make God

more loved." I cannot give an idea of the impres

sion which the language of this privileged soul made

upon me. The night was now far advanced, so I

told Mother Vicaress that we must retire to our cells ;

she obeyed, but she could not sleep .... O my
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dear Mother Vicaress, you knew that your time upon

this earth was fast drawing to a close ! Ah, how I

now regret those hours I passed away from you when

you were plunged in the enjoyment of God ! . . . .

After this for about five months our health prevented

our continuing these vigils, to her great sorrow.

I saw that our dear sister was continually getting

worse, and when I asked her what she felt, she re

plied : "I feel that I have much to go through before

the end; but it is very little for the love of God."

Oh, what heavenly words did I not hear from her lips

when we were alone ! Her beautiful soul was being

transformed into God .... she seemed no more to

belong to this world. It was in the month of May

that I first became aware of the fatal malady to which

our dear Mother Vicaress was to succumb. I called

in medical advice at once ; but for several months she

was still able to be about, she even asked me to let

her watch one more night for her poor sinners, and

we fixed upon the 17th of September, Feast of the

Stigmata of our seraphic Father St. Francis.

As soon as we reached the shrine of our holy Mother

St. Clare, Mother Vicaress exclaimed, " O my

seraphic, stigmatised Father, I entreat you to have

compassion upon me ! " And then, after some time
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spent in silence, she began to exclaim with much

vehemence, as one who is in great agony : " Oh, the

pain I feel at my heart ! Oh, those wounds of our

Redeemer which St. Francis bears, seem now to be

engraved upon my heart also ! Ah, enough, enough,

I cannot live. What is taking place in my heart ? . . .

What do I see? Ah, where am I?" Feeling the

greatest pity for her state, I asked her what she felt,

but her only reply was : " Oh, what a night this is! "

Again I said: "What is happening to you, Mother

Vicaress ? " But she continued in her ecstasy, and

only said : " My heart suffers a martyrdom ....

these wounds of our holy Father St. Francis, how

much they make me suffer. ... Oh no, life is not

possible like this ! . . . Oh, my God, finish your work

quickly." Again she was silent, and gave no sign of

life for a long time. Oh, what a grace was thus

granted to my unworthiness ! ... No one could be

there and not have some share. . . . Oh, mercies

without number ! . . . This beloved sister seemed

plunged in a kind of celestial happiness, and even I

felt to be no longer on earth, but this was not given

to me on my own account, but in consideration of

being with this privileged sister. Oh, what a fore

taste of Paradise ! . . . Seeing that it was already
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very late, I reminded Mother Vicaress of the order of

obedience, and she came to herself instantly. When

I asked her how she felt, she said : " The moment

is at hand when I shall be delivered from this body,

then shall I be all in God and for God without let or

hindrance." . . . This was the last night we passed

together before the Blessed Sacrament and by the

shrine of our holy Mother St. Clare.

In the month of November she became so ill that

she had to keep her bed. During the Lent of the

following year, 1870, she passed a night like those

she had often spent in Choir. I will give the par

ticulars. During the day I had seen that she was

much disturbed by an interior doubt. I tried to

calm her, but our Lord willed her to remain for some

time a prey to this painful agitation. In the evening,

when all the religious had retired for the night, I

went to Mother Vicaress' cell to make a last effort to

console her. I began to speak to her of God, and

immediately she fell into one of her usual ecstasies ;

then she was seized with violent trembling, so that

the bed shook under her ; and in the midst of strug

gles and tears she exclaimed, " Why offend a God of

such goodness and infinite love ? Men have come to

such a pitch that they seem to study how they can
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offend their Creator most ! Ah ! why so much in

gratitude ? Mother, let us make some amends to

God by loving Him more and more ! Let us make

sacrifices if we cannot give our lives for souls. Oh,

how many souls are already lost, and how many

others are on the point of being lost !"

Whilst thus speaking she had seized my hand with

such violence that I feared she would dislocate it. I

then asked her what I had to do on my part ; and she

replied : "Let us love God, and let us cause Him to be

loved, for this is His Will. You are Superior, you

ought to make your children love Him ! Ah, that I

could go through the entire universe, to make this God

of love more known ! Let us unite ourselves to so

many souls who are labouring, and suffering, and

working hard to save souls ; many priests are doing

this. Ah, how gladly would I join these sacred min

isters of God if I could ! Would that I might give even

my life ; but since this cannot be, let us go in spirit,

to these places, Mother,—quick!" At these words

she pulled my arm, as if to transport me whither she

was conducted in spirit, but with so much force that

I feared she would break it ; and I exclaimed : " My

dear Mother Vicaress, what are you doing?" She re

plied : " I am making you feel what God wishes." Then
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suddenly her countenance changed, she spoke no more,

but she still held my hand. All miserable and unworthy

as I am of being a spouse of Jesus Christ, I was

allowed to witness for my consolation the working of

God in the heart of this, His faithful spouse. One

thought, however, gave me uneasiness : I feared that

all this mental exertion would increase her illness ;

this made me recall her to consciousness. As soon as

I had said, " Mother Vicaress, if it be the Will of God,

come to yourself," she immediately opened her eyes ;

saying at the same time, " We religious should study

not to disgust God. Let us fulfil our duties more

exactly. Little enough is required for this, and cer

tainly it is not martyrdom." Again I asked her what

God required of us, and she, always in a state of

abstraction, repeated with much energy : " The spouses

of Jesus, having entered into the privileged garden

of religion, ought not only to forget, but more

over to hate the world ; it is thus that the heart

is prepared to receive God and His graces. We must

love, -esteem, and desire in a very special manner the

precious pearl of holy poverty, so strongly recom

mended to us by our Holy Mother. We have seen

how our Beloved Spouse has always provided us with

necessaries, and, although all has been taken from

8
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us, we have never wanted for anything ; therefore

since we have a charitable Father, who thinks of

everything, never let us seek or desire to have more

than is necessary ; it is very fitting we should feel

sometimes the effects of holy poverty. Believe me,

some things seem to us indispensable which are not

so in reality. As Superior, do not be too yielding

on this point, for it is easy to offend in this matter,

and you will have to render a strict account to

God. . . . We must have a horror of everything

capable of offending the angelic virtue in the slightest

degree, therefore it is never good to form inordinate

attachments, even if they seem purely spiritual. All

conversations which savour of the world, such as

marriages, etc., should be abhorred, for we have

abandoned the world. When a soul acts thus, God

makes it taste of His grandeur, His goodness and His

love ; that which makes us desire only God as a

pledge of true Divine love. Jesus wills us to love one

another with a holy love ; a pure and disinterested

love as He Himself loves us. We ought never to pass

unfavourable judgments, but mutually feel for one an

other's defects, and each should believe herself to have

more faults than the others. If we do this, God will be

always with us in the union of Divine grace. Oh,
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union with God, what a word that is ! We must,

moreover, endeavour to accomplish the holy Will of

God in all and through all, but with as much perfec

tion as if God Himself commanded us this or that,

in spiritual and temporal things, in prosperity,

and adversity ; if we act in this way Jesus will also

do our will. We should accept with resignation all

tribulations, temptations, desolations, persecutions,

and privations, even taking satisfaction in these

things ; and then our sweet Jesus will find His delight

in dwelling always with His faithful spouse. This

must be tried to be fully believed." After thus speak

ing she was again absorbed in God, and maintained

perfect silence. I left this dear sister for some time

to enjoy her happiness in God without disturbing her.

Perhaps God inspired me to do so because it was to

be the last time that He communicated Himself in

this way to her upon earth. When at length God

allowed her to recover the use of her senses, she

began again to speak, but always like a person who

was half unconscious.

" Oh ! the sublimity of our religious state," she

said. "Let us ask of God these three graces : first,

that true charity towards God and our neighbour may

always be maintained amongst us ; next, that the vow

8*
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of holy obedience may be observed with blind confi

dence, so that our Confessor and Superior be never

looked upon as creatures, but as the representatives

of God; the Mother Abbess ought to be in our eyes as

Mother St. Clare herself, and the Father Confessor as

Jesus Christ in person ; lastly, that the vow of holy

poverty be rigorously observed in its true perfection.

Let us all ask to live according to the heart of God,

in peace and in religious observance. My Jesus,

water with Thy Divine grace this garden of choice

flowers which Thou hast chosen ; root out all evil

weeds, and may Thy pure and holy love burn and dry

up all that is not of Thee. May Thy spouses aspire

after nothing but loving Thee, Who art our Sovereign

Good. Ah, my God, make Thy spirit reign in each

one of us ! Oh ! yes, the spirit of God demands a

habitation worthy of Him ; to prepare it for Him we

must root out the pestilential weeds of self-love, then

those other weeds—self-will, and love of our own

opinion, which persuades us that we know all, and

have no need of advice from any one ; then pride,

which makes us think we are fit for everything, and

more capable than others. Humility is necessary to

counteract all this. When the soul is thoroughly

divested of self, she receives the Divine Spirit, and
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becomes a channel of the grace of God." Then she

fell again into a profound ecstasy, and remained

deprived of her senses for a long time, as one dead.

When it was near daybreak I said that if it were the

Will of God, I desired the ecstasy might cease. Then

suddenly coming to herself she let go my hand, say

ing : " Go and take some rest, for I see the night is

already far advanced," upon which she closed her

eyes. I said to her : " Mother Vicaress, do you not feel

the need of some repose ?" " How could I sleep ?"

she replied ; " but I beg you wjll go and take some

rest ; as for me, I cannot just now.". . . She added

a few words, which being for me personally, I pass

over. ... At her request I blessed her, and she said :

" Go and rest a little, but remain united with me in

the wound of the Sacred Side of Jesus—O my God ! "

In going away I begged, in the name of holy obedience,

that she would try and sleep ; she promised to obey,

and in the morning she assured me that she had

really done so.
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CHAPTER X.

Of the Faith of Sister Mary Cherubina Clare.

UR dear Sister Mary Cherubina Clare had a

lively faith which made her believe, without

examination, all the truths of our holy religion.

This virtue shone most conspicuously during her five

years of dryness and temptation. I well remember

that in the midst of all her sufferings, the violent

temptations she had to sustain against faith were

her greatest torment, and I am in a position to

affirm that these temptations were extremely severe ;

nevertheless, she always persevered unshaken in the

true faith, and wrote in her own blood the following

protestation : " Crede Cherubina Chiesa Catliolica "

(the initial letters, as we see in her own writing,

beginning with C, and meaning " Cherubina, believe

the Catholic Church"). She persevered in the prac

tice of all virtues with inviolable fidelity, and never

halted for an instant in the way of perfection, nor
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faltered in any of her duties. She often prayed for

the propagation of the true faith, and more than

once, on coming to herself after her transports of

Divine love, she would exclaim, as if quite out of

herself: "Ah! Why can I not go into distant

countries where God is not known and teach the

true faith ? I ardently desire to shed my blood and

give my very life for our holy faith, that all these souls

may know God, and knowing Him may love Him ! "

She felt a holy envy of those missionaries who devote

their lives to the propagation of the Faith. She has

told me that it often seemed to her that she really

was in an infidel country, sacrificing her life for the

heathen, that these poor unfortunates, knowing God,

might love Him. No words could give an idea of the

ardour of that desire which consumed her, to shed her

blood in order that God might be more known and

loved. When she heard that certain missionaries

had given their life for the Faith, her face became

quite joyful, and, inflamed with holy desires, she would

cry out : " May this happiness be my lot, to die that

a God of love may be known and loved ! "

Her lively faith made her realise the presence of

God everywhere. Her actions were always regulated

by this maxim: "God sees me"; and she passed
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entire days, imperceptibly as it were, in the presence

of God. From this resulted the profound sorrow

she felt whenever she committed any fault, however

small, and she would exclaim, with tears : " Alas, I

have displeased that God who is always present to

me ! " In listening to sermons she never heeded the

style of the preacher, but received with a lively faith

the words which came from his mouth. She always

showed the greatest respect for ecclesiastics, whether

the ordinary or the extra-ordinary Confessors, for in

them she saw God Himself. She had the greatest

devotion towards our holy Father St. Francis and

our holy Mother St. Clare, and entertained the

highest esteem for holy things, as well as for souls

particularly privileged by God. Whenever she heard

of such a one, she sought to unite herself in prayer

with this favourite of Jesus, and then her faith made

her sure of obtaining all from God. Her faith in the

merit of holy obedience was thoroughly practical, and

showed itself more particularly when she felt that God

was drawing her to Himself. On these occasions, if

she could, she would obtain from the Father Confessor

the merit and blessing of holy obedience, that nothing

extraordinary should betray itself, and, thanks to her

great faith, the operations of God remained hidden.
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When she could not do this, she came to me, and God

rewarded her faith which made her see God in her

Superior, without thinking of my unworthiness.

Every time she made special prayers and novenas

to obtain graces either for herself or for others she

was animated with such an earnest faith that she was

a subject of edification to all. Her faith in the effi

cacy of the Holy Sacraments was most admirable,

and although God permitted that, during the last ten

months of her life, her spirit should be plunged in

bitterness and desolation, her desire to receive Holy

Communion was undiminished, saying that Jesus

alone gave her strength to bear her many and

grievous sufferings. On days when she did not com

municate, she wished the religious who attended her,

(for at times she could not be left alone for fear of

suffocation,) to come near her bed as soon as they

could after Holy Communion, that she might adore

the sacramental presence of Jesus. " You are a holy

Tabernacle !" she would exclaim ; and this she often

said to me. Even during the last few days of her

life, when her illness became so alarming that she

could not move, from the effusion of water on her

chest, she still made an effort to rise up and adore

Jesus in my heart, when she saw me enter her cell
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after Holy Communion, and would send a kiss

towards the Blessed Sacrament. These efforts, how

ever, cost her so much that her breath would some

times fail her altogether ; but her lively faith made

her disregard her own sufferings.

God rewarded the faith of His spouse by enabling

her to receive the last Sacraments and Absolution with

perfect consciousness. Thus, even to her last sigh,

as we shall see in its proper place, she was able to

exercise her favourite virtue, which influenced all the

actions of her life.



 

CHAPTEE XL

Of her Hope and Confidence in God.

HE beautiful virtue of hope and confidence

in God was not among the least conspicuous

of Sister Mary Cherubina's virtues. In our present

trials she would often repeat, "Let us lean on

God alone, and not on men." And although at

times, particularly when she prayed for sinners,

the devil would assail her with great violence, in

sinuating that she was in a state of reprobation,

she never ceased to hope and confide in the Divine

mercy. And during her five years' purgation this

virtue shone with admirable lustre ; for, although

violently tempted to despondency and despair, she

would confidently exclaim : " I trust in the good

ness and power of my God ; He fights for me."

Leaning upon the merits of Jesus Christ she felt

secure of her eternal salvation, and, indeed, so

great was the account she made of this virtue that

she looked upon it as a crime not to expect great

things from God. Although her profound humility
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made her esteem herself the greatest sinner in the

world, she nevertheless never doubted that one day

she would enjoy eternal beatitude. She spoke of

heaven with such admirable confidence that one

might have thought she already enjoyed its posses

sion, and she said that diffidence on this point was an

immense injury offered to the goodness and faithful

ness of our God. She would add that having already

offended God so much she would not increase her guilt

by doubting His goodness and mercy. It was her un

shaken confidence in God that made her abandon

herself entirely into His hands, living in a total for-

getfulness of herself, and trusting all to her Divine

Spouse. Although she endured most cruel sufferings,

she preferred to hope for her reward in Paradise,

rather than seek to lessen her pains here. This same

hope and confidence in God sustained her at the close

of her life, when her heavenly Bridegroom deigned

to try her by so terrible a malady that her spasms

and anguish of body often reduced her to the last

extremity, and, terrible as were her physical sufferings,

her interior pains were very much more so, as she

herself assured me. Thus did our Lord purify this

dear Sister that she might be worthy of an eternal

crown as soon as she had quitted this vale of tears.



 

CHAPTEE XII.

Her Charity towards God.

0 ardent was her love of God, that she could

not think of the Passion and death of Jesus

crucified without feeling her soul wrung with anguish.

She never formed an act of Divine love without

becoming so inflamed that her heart seemed to be

on fire, and when she poured forth her soul in a

burst of love she resembled a seraph. The heavenly

favours she received from God excited within her a

very furnace of love, which, by its vehemence, threw

her into an ecstasy. As I have already related, she

felt her heart wounded with love by her Divine Spouse.

She often entreated priests to labour with greater zeal

for the salvation of souls, and sometimes in the im

petuosity of her love she would have wished to have

traversed the whole world to spread amongst men the

love of a God who so much deserves to be loved ; in a

word, she desired that all hearts should burn with
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love for God. There were days when this Divine

love made itself felt so keenly by her that being

unable to resist its effects, her heart beat so violently

that it seemed ready to leap out of her breast.

This Divine fire which daily consumed her had re

duced her body to a state of languor and suffering

impossible to describe. The violent action of her

heart took away her breath, so that she could not

speak, and seemed in danger of suffocation. Very

often I have left her looking like a corpse, and quite

deprived of all power of moving. At times a picture

or a word about God sufficed to throw her into an

ecstasy. When she found herself unable to repress

the emotions of her heart in the presence of others

she quietly retired, and often in the refectory, where

indeed she took very little nourishment, she was

often obliged not to listen to the spiritual reading

so that she might not lose the use of her senses.

It not infrequently happened that she came to my

cell that I might bless her, because she felt incapable

of resisting the force of Divine love, and would break

forth into such exclamations as the following : " Ah,

my God, I feel I am being burnt ; I cannot explain the

sufferings of my heart ! What attacks are these !

What darts ! Ah, it is enough, I can bear no more !
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I feel myself entirely plunged in God. Oh, what

flame is this around my heart ? I am burnt." When

we spoke of God together she would say : " We must

love God for His immense goodness and unspeakable

charity ; for His incomparable beauty, and for all the

infinite titles He has to our love. Oh, my God, I love

Thee, and I will love Thee alone, because Thou art in

finitely worthy of being loved ! I love Thee, and will

love Thee always with a pure and disinterested love.

Behold me, the victim of Thy love ! Oh ! beloved

flames, gentle flames, amiable fire, which so often

cause the blood in my veins to boil, make haste to

consume me, that thus I may arrive at the perfect

love of God."

This Divine love made her dread to commit the

slightest fault. She was naturally of a lively disposi

tion, and would amuse her Sisters by her gaiety and

sprightliness, but often feared lest in this she should

offend God ; and so great was her delicacy of conscience

in this matter that I often found her in tears, caused,

as she told me, by the fear of having displeased a God

of such infinite love. It was this sacred fear that in

spired her with such a horror of sin, even the smallest ;

with such a scrupulous attention to avoid the least

voluntary imperfection, and such purity of heart to
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deplore every defect into which human frailty might

cause her to fall, always seeking a remedy as soon as

possible in the salutary bath of penance.

Moreover that constant endeavour not only to

accomplish the Will of God, but to do what might

be most pleasing to Him, that study not only to

procure His glory but His greatest glory, that total

absence of all esteem for the opinion of creatures, and

entire abnegation of self, all this had its origin in her

ardent love for God. In a word, her constant and sole

desire and thought was to please her Beloved Spouse,

Jesus, always more and more.

She was wont to say : " There is no better way of

preserving and increasing Divine love than to suffer

much for God ; and, also, there is no clearer proof of

Divine love than a great desire to suffer much for

Him." We have already seen how much Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare had to go through during those five

years of trial, and later on we shall see how much she

endured in consequence of having offered herself as a

victim for the salvation of sinners, and for the cessa

tion of the Divine chastisements with which she saw

Italy and France afflicted. I conclude from all this that

she was truly a martyr of love. Ah ! in what terrible

anguish was she not at times through the violence of
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that Divine flame which her heart enclosed, and which

sought to find vent, and to give a free course to its

impetuosity. Ah ! yes, to have in one's heart an ardent

furnace of love, and to be unable to set it free ; to ex

perience the most violent emotions, and to be forced to

repress them ; to feel all burning with Divine love,

and to be obliged, as it were, to stifle it without mani

festing the least sign ; to meet the Beloved every

where, and to be constrained to flee from Him—this

was the state of holy violence in which this soul,

enamoured of God, lived for many years ; a state

which made her life a secret martyrdom, and con

sumed her precious existence before the time.
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CHAPTER XIII.

Her Charity towards her Neighbour.

HE charity of Sister Mary Cherubina towards

her neighbour was in perfect harmony with

her love of God. Her heart was, at the same time,

all for God and all for her neighbour, and she felt

more for the sufferings of others than for her own.

More than once have I seen her tears flow because

she could not relieve the sufferings and the poverty of

her neighbour. Her charity embraced first her Sisters,

then the whole world. Sinners were the special objects

of her solicitude, particularly those souls consecrated

to God whom an interior light showed her to be living

in a state of sin. I could never tell all she did by

prayers and sufferings to gain these souls. I will

say, however, that during the latter years of her life

I have often heard her repeat, "My heart is rent by

the knowledge that is given me of those souls who

wilfully blind themselves ; charity demands that we

offer our prayers for their conversion."
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One may say that she had placed herself between

the justice of God and Binners. Before the revolution

in poor Italy, she told me several times that she was

seized with a mortal terror which caused her in

describable suffering ; and when I asked her to explain

herself, she said: "I see a bloody conflict approach

ing which will cause the loss of many souls for all

eternity ; and amongst them I see so many, even, who

are priests ! I cannot endure so bitter a grief ! What

would I not do to prevent so great an evil ! Oh !

would that by the shedding of my blood I could pre

vent such offences against God, and the loss of so

many souls." She often exhorted priests to whom

she had occasion to speak, to more earnest zeal for

s6uls, reminding them of the inestimable Sacrifice of

the Altar, which obtains all from God. She would

sometimes say to me : " Oh, would that I could unite

with all zealous priests to obtain the conversion of

sinners, that so many souls should not be lost ! My

heart is breaking ! Oh, the monstrous ingratitude

of creatures towards their God ! Such ingratitude is

highly displeasing to our loving God. Each time

this sin is committed the Sacred Heart of Jesus is

wounded. Even souls consecrated to God are very

deficient on this point, and it often causes their ruin."
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Several priests have told me, during the lifetime of

Sister Mary Cherubina, that they knew of many

sinners won to God by the prayers of this holy soul,

and surely such fervent prayers, inspired by the most

sublime charity (for she had offered herself as a victim

of expiation) could not ascend to the throne of Mercy

and be unheard.

Early in the year 1866 she told me that she had

much to suffer interiorly, and spoke of the cause of

her pains in these terms : " Soon there will be a

great loss of men, and, what is worse, a great loss

of souls. Oh, how terrible to me is this thought ! "

She appeared at that time quite broken down by sor

row, and alike incapable of taking rest or food ; when

not with the Community she would sometimes ex

claim : " Oh, what torrents of blood I see ! Pity ! 0

Lord , have pity ! Ah ! how can one live with such a

terrific vision ? "

During the Lent of 1867 she often said to me,

" Let us pray, for the blood of many of our poor

neighbours will be shed. Oh, how many victims !

and then the souls which will be lost ! " At these

times she appeared to suffer a cruel martyrdom, for

she knew in spirit the souls who were lost, and this

knowledge was a mortal agony to her. What prayers,
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what tears, what sacrifices did she not offer to God if

she might redeem some !

In 1870, Mother Vicaress seemed to get a little

better, and in the month of May she was sometimes

able to go to Choir for Holy Communion, and our

own doctor, as well as another medical man from

Rome who was also consulted, assured us there was

no danger, adding even that she would soon be cured.

However, it was not to be so, for in July she became

worse, and when I inquired of her the cause of this

change, she replied; "Ah! it is because this fearful

war is not yet over ! Oh, what victims ! " In the

month of September her sickness so increased that

she was reduced to a most pitiable condition, and she

never rallied during the five months that intervened

from that time till her death.

This charitable spouse of Jesus endured all her

cruel martyrdom for her neighbour's good. Although

she was plunged interiorly in thick darkness, she

nevertheless used to assert that we must pray very

much for the Church, affirming that still worse things

would happen, and that therefore we ought to do

violence to Heaven to obtain the Church's triumph

and the conversion of sinners. Sometimes she would

say to me : " Oh, how many priests' souls are being
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lost ! I can do nothing now ; in charity, do you see

to it. Take care for the sanctification of your own

children first, and then for the conversion of sinners."

She had the greatest charity for all her Sisters who

came to her in any trouble or affliction and would

often sacrifice her short rest for the benefit of their

souls.

And if the charity of this holy religious was so ad

mirable in what related to spiritual things, it was not

less so in the corporal necessities of her neighbour.

And indeed she had the opportunity of exercising it

on a large scale ; for I, being nearly always ill, had

several times given her full power to supply the wants

of the Community and also those of the persons whom

we employ; and with an admirable charity did she

endeavour to provide every one with necessary cloth

ing and food, etc., always considering the state of

health of each, with due regard, however, to holy

poverty. But this dear spouse of Jesus crucified did

not confine her charity within the limits of the

Monastery ; she assisted all the poor who begged

relief, and if she knew of any poor family ashamed

to beg she took care to send them seasonable aid.

Even during the fifteen months that she was confined

to her bed, her tender solicitude for the poor never left
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her, and she often reminded me of different persons

who stood in need of assistance. Only a few weeks

before her death, when she could hardly speak, she

made an effort to say to me : " Mother, I am in want

of nothing ; but how can that poor man live ? " naming

someone she knew to be in distress, adding; "Pray

send him something without delay." If I observed

to her that she must not go too far, as we were now

so poor ourselves, she would say ; " Nothing will ever

fail us in consequence of our charity to the poor."

All that I have said shows plainly enough the great

charity of this faithful soul towards our neighbour in

this life. It now remains for me to relate something

of her devotion to the suffering souls in Purgatory,

for whom she felt the most lively compassion. Al

though for many years she suffered so much from a

spinal affection that she was not able to remain

standing without support, she nevertheless made

many prayers day and night for these holy souls ;

and although her infirmity made the devotion of

the Stations very painful to her, she would not desist

from performing it several times a day for their relief,

even in moments when her sufferings were so great

that it was painful to see her walk. It often happened

that she was all night through in too much pain to
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get any rest ; still, if she heard the bell ring for Mass

at an unusually early hour, she would rise and assist

at the Holy Sacrifice for the benefit of the holy souls

in Purgatory. I sometimes begged her to have some

consideration for her health, and not to rise before

the regular time of the Community, but she would

reply ; " If you wish me to obey I am ready to do so,

but if you allow me to rise for Mass, the holy souls

will be the gainers." I gave her the desired permis

sion, and she continued to rise almost every day an

hour before the Community, until she was obliged to

keep her bed entirely. This hour was devoted to the

holy souls. She often asked me to get Masses said

for their relief ; saying that God would provide the

necessary means. She sometimes made me know

what were the pains of these souls, speaking as if

she were really in Purgatory. One day amongst

others she described this place of torment in these

terms :—

Every soul on quitting this world in the grace of

God knows that she is in a state of true charity ; she

is sure of never more offending God ; she knows that

soon she will enter into possession of that God whom

she tenderly loves, and whom she will love unveiled

throughout eternity. This knowledge of God pro
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duces in her an intense regret of having offended

Him; such a regret as she had never experi

enced before in the whole course of her life. The

soul seeing that her state prevents her uniting herself

to God, and that this obstacle can only be removed

by Purgatory, casts herself therein with all the im

petuosity of that love which urges her to union with

the Sovereign Good. The sufferings of Purgatory are

indescribable, and yet, the soul who sees herself

stained, though but slightly, would rather throw her

self into hell than see in herself these stains that

hinder her union with God. As soon as she reaches

Purgatory she forgets everything, but ha3 neverthe

less continually present to her the object of infinite

beatitude. She knows that God bears her an infinite

love, that He recognises her for his daughter and

well-beloved spouse, and that ere long he will clasp

her to His bosom, and this thought causes her the

most intense pain. She feels an immense love for

her God, and still she understands that as yet she

cannot satisfy her longing to see and enjoy Him.

She loves Him with the most ardent love, and the

impossibility of being united to her Beloved gives her

intense grief, and this grief is greater in propor

tion as the love of which God has made her capable
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is more perfect. Therefore Divine love may be said

to have created Purgatory."

" 0 Divine Love, you are more than Purgatory ;

you burn, you consume, you end by killing! O Love !

What the souls suffer in Purgatory I feel within my

self. I see my soul shut up in my body as in a

Purgatory, for it feels itself transported towards the

Sovereign Good, it is burning with the flame which

draws it to God and still is unable to unite itself to

Him. Ah, how like to the real Purgatory is the

Purgatory love creates in this life ! He only can un

derstand it who himself experiences it." Her eyes as

she spoke were raised upwards ; she seemed to be

in a sort of ecstasy, and repeated several times,

" Purgatory, Purgatory, make thyself known !"

God often made her acquainted with the state of

the souls for whom she prayed, which increased her

fervour and zeal for their deliverance. One of our

Sisters, an excellent religious, made a most edifying

end, and we hoped that she would go straight to

heaven : but Mother Vicaress told us she was suffering

in Purgatory : several months afterwards I again asked

her, and she made me this answer : "Mother, if you

did but know how pure a soul must be for union

with God ! Our poor Sister is still deprived of this
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Sovereign Good, whom she already knows and loves

immensely ; she often makes herself felt by me, that

I may console her; let us endeavour to hasten her

eternal joy." At the end of the year I renewed my

question, and again received the same answer ; she

added that this soul was often near her, both day and

night. She told me also of other Sisters who, after

death, made their helpless condition known to her,

and doubtless she greatly accelerated their release,

for she gave them a large share in all her prayers,

mortifications and sufferings, until she knew that

their Purgatory was ended. A brother of one of our

religious having died, each time Mother Vicaress

made the Stations of the Cross, he came to re

commend himself to her, and one night he told

her that if he had lived longer he should have been

lost ; because, through human respect, he had not

obeyed the Divine Will regarding his state of life.

We afterwards learned from his parish priest that

this young man had felt inspired to become a priest,

but had resisted. Some time after this, his sister

asked Mother Vicaress if he were still in Purgatory ?

On my obliging her to answer this question, she

replied that this soul was indeed still suffering.

A certain bishop, who had led a holy life, died ;
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the whole Community prayed for the repose of his

soul, and each sister continued to offer up prayers for

his relief for a long time. Still Mother Vicaress was

continually reminding us of this soul, saying he still

needed prayers, because he had been at the head of a

diocese. One day, she told me that this soul had

appeared to her the preceding night with a very sor

rowful aspect, and had said to her, " I am come to

ask you for help, see how I burn, do give me some

relief." He then showed her his hands grievously

burnt, because he had imposed them upon unworthy

subjects at ordinations, etc. She added, that I ought

to procure relief for this blessed but suffering soul,

which I did. After some time, she told me that the

bishop had again appeared to her and had told her

that he was no longer in need of prayers. She often

had knowledge of the state of the deceased parents of

our Sisters, and of the length of time which yet re

mained to them to pass in Purgatory, and not content

with praying much for them herself, she begged me

also to procure them relief. She would often say, " If

we understood what Purgatory is, we should be more

solicitous to deliver the holy souls. Purgatory ! how

terrible thou art ! " This supernatural knowledge

made her entertain a great dread of having to remain
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long there, and she asked that prayers should be said

for her immediately after her death. The last day of

her life she said to me, " Mother, Purgatory terrifies

me ; do think to procure my deliverance from thence

as soon as possible. As Superior you have the power

to do this." And, truly, we have a firm hope that,

in reward for her charity, God will have granted her

a speedy entrance into heaven.
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CHAPTEE XIV.

Her Special Love towards the Most Blessed

Sacrament.

jJROM all that Sister Mary Cherubina Clare

told me, I saw clearly that her life was a life

of love towards Jesus, her Spouse, and that, as a

natural consequence, she had the most ardent love

for that mystery of love—the most Holy Sacrament

of the Altar. From her tender years she understood

in an admirable manner that all the mysteries of

God's infinite Love towards us poor creatures, are

contained in the Adorable Eucharist. She was wont to

say that the Divine Eucharist was the strength of her

soul, and the pledge of her eternal happiness. And

although she ardently sighed after Holy Communion,

she acknowledged herself, as she often told me, most

unworthy of it. At the moment of Holy Communion

this feeling of unworthiness made her tremble, at the

same time that the ardent aspirations of her burning
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soul would have urged her to receive many times in

the day, had that been possible. In a conference I had

with her, I learned the consolations that inundated

her soul during the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, and

particularly at the time of Holy Communion. I will

give her own words : " From my earliest childhood,"

she said, " I was attracted towards Jesus, and felt an

earnest desire to receive Him as soon as possible in

Holy Communion, in order to be more intimately

united to my God, to be one with Him, that is to say,

to feel Jesus in me, and I in Jesus. I pictured to my

self that it was no longer I, but Jesus who lived in

me. When, at the age of eleven years, I had the

happiness of making my First Communion, this

thought gave me so much consolation, that I burst

into tears as soon as I had received the Sacred Host ;

then I no more belonged to myself, but I remained, as

it were, quite out of myself during the Mass and

thanksgiving." Several times after this she made

known to me the transports she felt towards the most

Holy Sacrament. All her free time she passed at the

feet of Jesus. Jesus hidden under the Eucharistic veil

was the object of her dearest delights. Though op

pressed and exhausted by suffering, she was always

ready at the hour of Holy Communion, unless quite
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incapacitated from moving; and though she could

hardly drag herself along, she continued her visits to

the Blessed Sacrament. When I was obliged to forbid

her going to Choir, on account of her infirmities, she

may truly be said to have suffered a martyrdom. This

Divine Sacrament was as a centre towards which her

thoughts and affections were continually turned. We

often saw her during her visits to the Blessed Sacra

ment immovable as a statue, and in ecstasy. Two

and three consecutive hours passed as a moment.

At these times, and particularly after Holy Com

munion, she had the most sublime communications

with God. She often spoke of the ardent love of Jesus

in the Sacrament of the Eucharist, and of the great

happiness which we religious enjoy of living in His

company, of visiting Him often, and receiving Him

daily. When Jesus was exposed on the Altar she

could not bear to be a moment out of His Sacred

Presence. She called Thursday the day of love. Her

great desire was to spend the greater part of this

night, and even the whole night before the Blessed

Sacrament, meditating upon the immense charity of

Jesus, in the institution of this mystery of love, before

going to the Garden of Olives, where He suffered His

agony and bloody sweat for our salvation. Oh, how
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often did we not see her deprived of her senses at the

moment of Holy Communion ! Obedience alone gave

her power to walk and open her mouth. She has

sometimes told me that she did not know how she

either left her place or returned to it again, being

quite unconscious of things around her, and absorbed

in God ; she could not explain what she felt at these

times of ineffable union with Jesus her Beloved

Spouse.

10
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CHAPTEE XV.

Her Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus ; to our

Blessed Lady, the Mother of Dolors ; to the Holy

Patriarch St. Joseph ; and to our Holy Founders.

IjShE devotion of Sister Mary Cherubina Clare to

fjO the Sacred Heart of Jesus, was quite extra

ordinary even among the religious of this Monastery

who devote themselves specially to the worship of

this Adorable Heart. In the year 1869 she entreated

that a picture of the Sacred Heart might be exposed

during the feast in the exterior Church, and she

spared no pains to give the greatest solemnity to

this celebration. . . . The following year, which was

her last, although confined to her bed, she did all

in her power to obtain the solemn celebration of this

feast, and her wish was gratified ; for, besides several

low Masses, we had High Mass, and in the afternoon

Benediction of the most Blessed Sacrament in pre

sence of a great concourse of people. She gave
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particular thanks to our Divine Lord for granting

her this grace before her death.

From her childhood she had always entertained a

tender devotion to the Passion of Jesus, and in

religion this became her favourite subject of medi

tation. So deeply did she penetrate into these painful

mysteries that often she relapsed into unconscious

ness at the mere recollection. From the night of

Thursday till the hour of the Saviour's death the

sufferings of Jesus, her Spouse, were always present

to her. She often said that the anguish of His

Divine Heart was His most cruel torment. And

truly it was love for His creatures which made Him

sweat blood, endure all the torments of His Passion,

die, and then suffer His Sacred Side to be opened

with a lance. So great was the devotion of this

faithful spouse of Jesus towards the sufferings of His

Adorable Heart that to mention the mystery before

her was often enough to send her into an ecstasy.

During Holy Week she remained plunged in contem

plation of the dolorous scenes the Church puts

before us, but though she followed our Lord step by

step, as it were, yet did she stop at each to contem

plate attentively the operations of Divine love in the

Heart of the Man-God.

10 *
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She told me that in meditating upon the Divine

operations of the Heart of Jesus, she felt herself lost

in this Ark of love, and the pain she felt, had it

continued long, must have caused death. Once only

I asked her to describe this pain ; she replied, " Jesus

is at work in my heart, causing me such pain that I

could scream." She said no more. I felt that I

ought not to insist upon a more minute explanation.

How she would have rejoiced could she have caused

this intense love of the Divine Heart to be felt by all

those who are consecrated to God ; because, by the

medium of this Heart, which is the seat of love, the

soul will love her God more and more, and if she

correspond faithfully to the graces this Divine Heart

bestows upon her, she will become a saint. She

used to say, " It would be very pleasing to Jesus if

religious would consecrate themselves by a written

act to this Divine Heart, and often renew this conse

cration when they renew their holy Profession. The

act might be presented to the Sacred Heart through

the Superior invoking the aid of the most holy Virgin

Mary, of our holy Father St. Francis, who was so

devout to this Divine Heart, and of our holy Mother

St. Clare, that most pure dove who so often withdrew

into the sacred wounds of this sweet and most

Amiable Heart."
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A soul so enamoured of Jesus could not but love

His holy Mother most ardently. She celebrated all

the feasts of the Blessed Virgin with great solemnity ;

even when still in the world, she prepared herself

for them by various practices of devotion, fasts, and

other mortifications. She had a special devotion to

our Lady of Dolors, and on Friday and Saturday she

kept company with this Sorrowful Mother, contem

plating her bitter grief and her profound desolation.

She had an intense desire to know all the sufferings

which this Queen of Martyrs endured when the fearful

Sacrifice of the Cross was being consummated ; at

length she was heard, and each time that her soul

was, as it were, drowned in the sufferings of Jesus,

she was shown also the desolation and mortal

anguish of the Divine Mother, to whom no one offered

the smallest consolation. She could never find words

to express what she understood of the sufferings of

Mary. She had also a great love and veneration for

the Holy Patriarch St. Joseph, and had recourse to

him in all her necessities with the greatest faith,

and recommended others to do the same. When

any of the religious were sick she would urge me to

seek the intercession of St. Joseph in their behalf.

She constantly addressed herself to him in our
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present troubles, in behalf of the Sovereign Pontiff,

of our holy Mother, the Church, and to obtain the

conversion of sinners. During her long and painful

malady she never ceased to invoke this glorious Saint,

but most particularly when the doctor ordered a

surgeon to be called in, that an operation might be

performed by which he hoped to save her life, which

was greatly endangered by the violence of the spasms

from which she was then suffering. Pain was that

which was least to be dreaded in the operation ;

our saintly Sister shuddered at what was before her :

but, taking in her hands the picture of St. Joseph,

she entreated him with such lively faith to spare her

this- agony that she was heard. The Wednesday

immediately preceding her death, and indeed every

day latterly, she implored his assistance with great

earnestness for her last hour. Three years before

her death, she begged me to give a dinner to three

poor persons on his feast (the 19th of March), in

honour of the Holy Family : this I did very willingly,

choosing for this purpose the carpenter of the

convent, his wife, and son, who were very poor.

Mother Vicaress herself prepared the dinner, and

carried it to the " turn " the first year, but the

following March she was already confined to her



HER DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART, ETC. 135

bed ; however, she rose to carry to the parlour the

coffee taken after dinner, and she even came to Choir

for vespers in honour of the Saint. When her sick

ness was at its worst she had the picture of the

Holy Family placed upon her bed that she might

always venerate what she called her sacred trio.

The great devotion she felt towards our holy

founders from her first entrance into religion went

on increasing with her years ; she greatly venerated

their pictures which were in her cell, and, before her

clothing, had ardently longed to receive their much-

loved names. Our Lord granted her pious desire, for,

as we have already seen, she was called Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare of St. Francis. She celebrated their

festivals with great devotion, and many times a day

prostrated herself before the shrine of our glorious

and holy Mother ; and although the effort was very

painful to her suffering back, she, nevertheless, passed

hours both day and night on her knees by these

sacred relics. During the first years of the revolu

tion which disturbed the peace of our unfortunate

country, we were in great fear of being turned out of

our Convent, but Mother Vicaress did not share our

alarm. Her implicit trust in the powerful protection

of our holy Mother, made her even reproach our
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want of confidence. Once I said to her, half laugh

ing, " But, Mother Vicaress, are you quite sure of not

having to leave our beloved Convent, that you live

on in such tranquillity ? Take care, perhaps you

may be deceived ! " She answered, " A few days after

the change of Government, my most dear Mother

assured me that I should not have to go out." When

she saw anyone particularly timid, she would re

commend her to have confidence in the protection

of St. Clare ; saying that this good Mother is always

ready to listen to us, that she obtains for us many

graces from God, and that she will give us a special

help at the hour of our death.

Her joy was quite remarkable whenever our sera

phic Father was spoken of ; she called him the gate

which opens the way to the contemplation of Jesus'

suffering. "When we love Jesus," she would say,

"we love also the seraph of love, because we contem

plate in his person our Sovereign Good, the Crucified

Jesus, a Crucified Father, a Crucified Spouse. Oh,

shall we not be crucified also ? But who feels this in

his heart ? " During the novena, preparatory to the

feast of our glorious Father, the 4th of October, she

increased her exercises of devotion, her acts of mor

tification and of charity, and spent in prayer nearly
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the whole night before the feast. The festival itself

she passed in a loving contemplation of the glory of

our seraphic Father. She would say that the glory

to which he is exalted is not only very great, but

is also quite peculiar, on account of his ardent love

for Jesus crucified, and that there is no saint in

heaven who so closely resembles the sacred humanity

of Jesus. In his birth, in his whole life, but most

especially during his last years, he was the true

image of our Divine Eedeemer. The Feast of the

Stigmata, 17th of September, was also a great day

with her. We used to pass the preceding night before

Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and by the shrine of

our glorious Mother. Oh, what hours these were !

Notwithstanding my misery and my unworthiness,

I was allowed to witness the operations of God's

mercy in this faithful soul. She would speak as if

really in presence of our seraphic Father. She re

commended to him her Sisters and the two other

Communities living with us, all the children of the

seraphic family throughout the world, and every one

who was united to her in prayer. Then she prayed

for poor sinners, entreating our holy Father to re

commend them all to God, in memory of the great

grace he had that day received from our Lord. But
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most especially did she pray for those priests and

religious 'whom she knew to be in a perilous state,

and among whom some belonged to the divers families

of the seraphic Father. Then, filled with a burning

ardour, she would exclaim, " O seraph of love, re

member the charity which during life you felt for

your neighbour ; remember all the labours, long

journeys, and sufferings you underwent to draw souls

to God. . . . God has imprinted upon you the signs of

our redemption. Obtain, then, this, a new redemp

tion ; obtain, by the merits of your sacred stigmata,

that many of your sons, who are unmindful of what

they have vowed to God, may be converted. Obtain,

that many priests and Superiors of souls, who are

now living in open sin, may return to the right road ;

that their grievous offences against God may thus

cease, and that our neighbour may be no more scan

dalised. Ah, refuse not my petition ! I recommend

to you the Sovereign Pontiff, that he may be spared

to see the complete triumph of the Church. I recom

mend to you also most especially those whom you

have given me as the guides of my soul, my Father

Confessor, and our Superioress. O my glorious,

stigmatised Father, may they both burn with your

seraphic love for God and man, and may the Divine
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Will be accomplished in them, and by them. O

my dear, holy Father, bless those three great souls

who are here united in spirit ; bless us all, and may

this blessing open the gate of heaven to us all ! "

After she had finished this prayer, she became

rapt in ecstasy, and remained so for a long time,

looking like a corpse. When I felt inspired to do so,

I commanded her in the name of obedience to come

to herself; she immediately obeyed, and all on fire

with love for the seraphic Patriarch, broke forth in

the following words, " What an admirable Father

we have ! Ah, these prints of the nails miraculously

formed by love ! Holy Mother St. Clare, who wast

the first to see these signs of love, tell us what im

pression they made upon thy seraphic heart ? Oh,

how happy wast thou !" The precious plaster, worn

by our holy Father over the wound of his blessed

side, remains exposed to the veneration of the religious

during the whole of this feast, and emits a most de

lightful smell. A perfume is always perceptible from

it, but on the 4th of October it is more powerful than

usual, and on the 17th September much stronger.

Our fervent sister passed several hours of the night

of the 17th rapt in the contemplation of this

precious relic. "Oh, what a treasure!" she would
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exclaim. " Our holy Mother prepared it, and our

seraphic Father wore it over the wound which love

formed in his side. 0 loving wound, I venerate

and love you ardently. I also have a share in this

sweet pain ; I thank you for it. Ah, would that all

could experience it ! "

These few details will make the holy soul's de

votion to our beloved founders sufficiently manifest

to all.



 

CHAPTEE XVI.

Supernatural Favours Granted to Her by God.

I T was easy to recognise the humility of Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare by the mean opinion

she had of herself, for she considered herself un

worthy of the favours she received from God, and

was ingenious in concealing them; sometimes by

making little jokes, or speaking and acting in a

childish way ; or by seeming to amuse herself with

the young religious ; or by breakiug forth into little

impromptus during recreation, etc. Her great aim

was to make herself appear ridiculous. On the days

when she was more than usually absorbed in God,

some of the Community (those who were or had been

under her direction) soon perceived it, and, through

devotion, would try to get near to her ; but as soon

as she noticed it, she put on a sort of rough, un-

courteous manner, or spoke in a playful childish way,

that she might be taken for a half-witted or ill-bred
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person. But although she might succeed in making

those who knew her least believe that, though good

and regular in observance, she was quite unfit for the

office she held, those who had been brought up under

her guidance were not so easily deceived. She wished

to be unknown even to the extra-ordinary Confessors,

who, according to custom, came twice a year to the

Convent, and she used to ask the blessing of the Con

fessor of the Community that this might be. She

prayed earnestly to God to obtain that what He

operated in her soul might be unknown, and she

be humbled and despised. She often said that God

bestowed these extraordinary graces upon her for her

conversion, as she was a great sinner who merited

hell ; she wondered that her Sisters could endure to

be near her. She sometimes said to me that the

favours of God made her blush ; she even thought

they must be a delusion of Satan, for God, she would

say, is not wont to bestow His graces upon such un

grateful souls. But God was only rewarding the

humility of His beloved spouse.

We have seen that after passing through the

different states of prayer she received the gift of

contemplation ; that ecstasies and the absorption

of her soul in Gcd were frequent ; that she often
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enjoyed the most intimate union with her Divine

Spouse ; that He had even contracted with her

special espousals, and that many times her heart had

been wounded by His love. She possessed not only

the gift of prophecy, but things and places afar off

were as if actually present to her ; she could sound

the depth of men's hearts and read their most secret

thoughts.

She was supernaturally forewarned of the Italian

Revolution, and wept over the horrors which were to

flow from it. She knew of all the massacres, wars,

and other calamities by which an irritated God would

chastise the sins of His people. She saw the bloody

war of 1866, in Northern Italy, and that of 1867,

which ended at Mentana. She learned nothing of all

this from men, but Divine inspiration made known to

her the coming of these terrible events, and the de

plorable loss of many souls. She predicted to several

young persons who wished to enter our Convent that

they would never do so, but would settle in the world,

and they did so. She announced to one of her novices

that she would soon make her holy Profession, although

there seemed no human probability of this solemn act

taking place, and the poor novice was plunged into

great grief on this account ; however she was soon



144 LIFE OF SISTER MAIIY CHERUBINA CLARE.

consoled by the prophecy of her saintly Mistress

coming true. She predicted of one of our Choir

Sisters, who had received the last Sacraments, and

was declared by the doctor to be within a few hours of

her death, that she would recover. When Mother

Vicaress saw my distress about this religious, she said

to me ; " You cry and I laugh, because this Sister will

outlive me by several years." This took place about

eleven years ago, and that Sister is now alive and well.

She predicted that after her death the relics of our

glorious Mother St. Clare would be translated into the

new subterranean chapel built under the church of

the Monastery. We could not then see any sign of

such a thing taking place, for the chapel was very far

from being finished, and, considering the unhappy

state of Italy, we could not expect the necessary alms

to be forthcoming. However, the generosity of Count

George of Nedonchel-Choiseul, of Belgium, who came

most unexpectedly to our aid, triumphed over all our

difficulties, and the chapel was completed entirely at

his cost ; when the longed-for translation took place.*

* This translation took place on the 3rd of October 1872, with

great solemnity. A full account of these interesting particulars

may be seen in the 3rd edition of the AbbC Demore's beautifully

written "Life of St. Clare," in French, and in the French edition

of this translation.
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About five months before her death she predicted that

the Confessor of the Community would be confirmed

in his charge which took place three months after

her death, and also that I should be re-elected,

which also occurred about a month after her death.

She could see into the hearts of many of our Sisters.

I know this by my own experience ; for one day I told

her to pray particularly for my intention and to tell

me under obedience the inspiration she received upon

the subject. She prayed for three days, and then,

overcoming the repugnance caused by her humility,

she described everything as exactly as if she could

look into my inmost heart; yet they were matters

known to none save me and God. One of our Sis

ters was ill in her bed, and feared that she would

never be able to leave it ; one evening she interiorly

asked our Lord to let her know by some sign if she

were to die of that illness or not. No one knew of

her prayer. The next morning, however, Mother

Vicaress went to her bedside and said, " Last night

you wanted a sign ; but I can assure you that you

will not die of this illness." This happened eight

years ago, and this religious is now alive and well.

She attended Mother Vicaress in her last illness, and

was with her when she died. At one time a most

11
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excellent religious was grievously tormented by the

devil. Mother Vicaress saw the interior suffering of

this soul, and told me to pray particularly for her,

that the enemy might be confounded. I could

scarcely believe it at the time, but I found out after

wards that this good Sister was in the state described

by Mother Vicaress. Several other religious were

helped by her prayers quite unknown to themselves,

for she would often come and say to me : "As you

hold the place of God it is well for you to know

the state of your children, that you may aid them

by your prayers ; be sure that God is obliged to

listen to them ; if it were not so, I should not con

fide to you what I know about our Sisters. I should

think it contrary to charity."

A religious said to her one day, " Mother Vicaress,

What do you say to what I am thinking ? ' Yes ' or

' No ? ' " " This yes or no," replied Mother Vicaress,

"I cannot tell you now; let me make a triduum

about it, then I will tell you." On the third day

of the triduum, as she was coming down from the

Choir, Mother Vicaress saw the religious who had

asked her the question, and taking her hand she said

to her with great joy, " Yes, yes, yes." Then she

told me the whole affair, although, as I learned from
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the Sister in question, no one could in a natural

way have known anything about it. She said to one

of her pupils, who had been with us ever since the

change of Government, that she should receive the

holy habit within three years. This seemed quite

unlikely, because on account of present troubles her

father had several times refused his consent : how

ever, a fresh request being made to him, he at last

yielded, to the great joy of his child, who was then

clothed in the poor habit of the Seraphic Order.

She also told us that our Noviciate would be renewed

in three years, though circumstances did not seem to

render this likely, and moreover no subjects ever pre

sented themselves. But now, quite unexpectedly,

several young persons have begged to join our Com

munity, five of whom will enter shortly and others

will follow them. She predicted also the election of

our new bishop, although it was generally supposed

that vacant sees would not be refilled under existing

circumstances, and that even then there would not be

another Bishop of Assisi. The contrary, however,

has taken place.

Mother Vicaress had also the gift of bilocation.

Thus in 1869 she appeared to a Conventual Father

residing at Oria ; I was convinced of this by the exact

11 *
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description of Mother Vicaress given me by this

religious, who had never seen her, though she had

often written to him. One night a few weeks before

her death the Sister who was watching by her bed'

thinking she might be in want of something, for she had

been quiet for an unusually long time, called her by

her name. Immediately Mother Vicaress exclaimed,

half unconsciously, " Oh, what a beautiful sight I

was then enjoying!" And upon the good Sister

pressing her to explain herself, she added : " I saw

the Blessed Virgin and a great number of holy

virgins passing by in procession, and they looked

at me and I said to them, Trahe me post Te,

in odorem unguentorwm tuorum. Oh, what a joy ! "

The poor infirmarian was unhappy that she had

interrupted her heavenly vision, but Mother Vicaress

reassured her with her usual sweetness and gen

tleness.



 

CHAPTEE XVII.

Her severe Suffering during her Last Days, and her

holy Death.

|FTER the feast of the Stigmata, September

17, 1868, Mother Vicaress told me that her

Heavenly Bridegroom had assured her that He could

not long delay her perfect union with Himself in

heaven, but that she must first undergo a severe

martyrdom. And although she often told me that

soon she would leave me and be with her God, I

thought, judging by her state of health, that she

would still live several years. She constantly urged

me, however, to pray that she might be able to bear

the sufferings which were in store for her, at the mere

thought of which she shuddered, fearing lest he

power of endurance should give way when they really

came. This mental anguish continued, with short

intervals of rest, till the following January, when

bodily sickness was added to her other sufferings.
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For five months she concealed her malady, and, even

when obliged to make it known, continued to follow

the exercises of the Community. Early in the month

of November, however, she was forced to keep her

bed, and for fifteen months her sufferings of mind

and body were incessant. Besides the dysentery, from

which she had been suffering for nearly a year, she

was now a martyr to spasms, giddiness, and a burn

ing fever ; whilst the weakness of her stomach caused

her to reject with indescribable agony almost all she

swallowed. She suffered, too, from severe head

aches, brought on by want of sleep, so that the least

noise distressed her. During the last few months

of her life she had constant violent convulsions,

with a disgust for all food ; and she was reduced to

such a state of exhaustion as often to seem at the

very point of death. Then dropsy, brought on by

excessive weakness, rendered her breathing difficult,

and threatened suffocation whenever she moved.

Her sufferings were so intense that often, in spite

of her perfect resignation, she broke forth into sighs

and groans. Fearing to lose her patience she

would ask the infirmarian, with many tears, to

pray that she might have strength to suffer with

out offending God. But all her physical torments
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bore no comparison to the agony of her soul, for

desolation was the more grievous to her as she was

accustomed to enjoy the sweet delights of Divine

union. Now it was as if the heavens were of brass

and her prayers disregarded ; so bitter was her chalice

that, fearing even for her salvation, she entreated her

Sisters to beg mercy for her from God. Formerly

she had thirsted for sufferings, and now it seemed to

her that her pains were the punishment of her sins,

which, small as they were, appeared enormous in her

eyes. Sometimes she would say to me with touching

earnestness : "What do you really think? shall I ever

be saved ? I have offended my God so grievously.

Ah ! how the thought of appearing before the dread

tribunal of a God of Justice terrifies me ! " She could

not remember the special graces and extraordinary

favours which God had bestowed upon her ; she saw

nothing but her sins, and in her extreme desolation

she once said to me that she feared God had aban

doned her. It was like the cry of Jesus on the cross :

"Deus meus, Deus meus, ut quid dereliquisti me?"

Notwithstanding the violence, the long continuance

and the variety of her sufferings, she was always

patient and resigned, repeating often, " May God's
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will be done." For the last three months of her

life she was unable to move in bed without excruciat

ing pain, but was constantly lying on her right side.

When I asked her about herself, she answered, " My

whole body is in pain, but may the holy Will of God

be done ; I ask only for patience and strength to bear

my sufferings."

Her extreme weakness made it very difficult for

her to receive Holy Communion, for fasting brought

on excessive faintness ; so much so that I sometimes

suggested to her to abstain from this heavenly ban

quet, but she would answer : " I cannot have the

happiness that you have of communicating every day,

but if it were to cost me my life I would still not

omit Holy Communion ; true it is, I do not enjoy any

sensible consolation, but I know that it gives me

strength to suffer with patience, and this is what I so

much want." During the last two months of her life,

when she was constantly in danger of death, she

received Holy Communion by way of Viaticum, and

consequently more rarely ; this she thought was per

mitted by God on account of her unworthiness.

On the Gth of December she was so ill that the

doctor advised her to receive the Last Sacraments. To

this she joyfully consented, and the following morning
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begged her Confessor to ask pardon, in her name, of

the Community for all her faults and the bad ex

ample she had given them ; to thank all the religious

for their charity towards her, and assure them that

she would continue to love them in heaven. The

Father Confessor repeated all this in a loud voice, for

she was unable to speak so as to be heard by all the

Sisters. The whole Community were in tears whilst

the priest proceeded to administer the Last Sacra

ments to our dear sufferer. As soon as she had re

ceived the Holy Viaticum a slight change for the

better was perceived in her, but she still continued

at the very point of death.

The doctor affirmed that she had no blood left in her

veins : the dropsy was daily becoming more and more

alarming ; her face, hands, and whole body were fear

fully swollen ; a burning thirst consumed her, and

she could take nothing to cool it, for even a spoonful

of liquid endangered her life, as it was invariably

rejected with agonising pain ; spasms in her head

prevented her from opening her eyes, and made it

painful for her even to hear anyone speak ; every

part of her body, in fact, caused her the most ex

cruciating suffering.

She passed night after night with scarcely any
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rest ; the mere act of breathing drew from her moans

and sighs. It was really heart-rending to be with her;

the doctor himself could not bear the sight ; and it

seemed as if God allowed her to remain on earth only

to suffer. She recommended herself to all the priests

she knew, that they might assist her by their prayers,

promising to remember them in heaven.

One day she begged me not to oblige her to try

any more remedies; and when I insisted that it was my

duty to try every means to relieve her, she added that

she felt so incapable of taking anything, that to force

her to do so would be to expose her to the danger of

being choked by sickness. She also told me that

besides her excessive corporal sufferings, she was

overwhelmed with interior crosses, for, like Jesus

abandoned on the cross, she was dying deprived of

all consolation, and given up to the most complete

dereliction of spirit. Five days before her death I

spent about an hour alone with her ; she was sobbing

bitterly, and said to me through her tears: "You are

my mother, do help your dying child." I told her

that I would do all in my power for her, that I would

give my life for her, if it were possible, if I could

thereby afford her any relief. She then added, " I

suffer a martyrdom in my body, but my interior state
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is much more painful. I suffer so much that I can

resist no longer. Ah! in pity pray, and get the

others to pray for your poor child, for, indeed, I am

in great need of help."

Seeing the profound desolation of this cherished

soul, I reminded her of the graces and favours she

had received from God, and of which I had some

times been the witness ; but she could remember

nothing of all these things, and almost choked by her

tears she said, " Perhaps all this has been but a

delusion of the devil. I do not think that it could be

from God ; I am too great a sinner. I entreat of you to

pray to God for me, that He may have mercy upon

me, and sustain me in my sufferings, which are very

great ; but compared to my sins, they are as nothing.

I merit hell, but prayer will obtain my pardon. Ah,

if you only knew how differently we view things at the

hour of death ! Then all attachments, all that is hu

man, the earth and all creatures, are forgotten. God

and the soul alone remain ; our desires, our will, our

knowledge and estimate of things are quite changed

from what they were. Ah, if I were to recover I would

begin to lead a life of real sanctity!" I reminded

her that she had always conformed her conduct to

holy obedience, and that therefore as her Superior
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I could say to her she had every reason to be at

peace. " Yes, it is true," she replied, " I do' not

recollect having ever acted contrary to obedience, and

in obeying I have ever had the intention of pleasing

God ; but now I see clearly all the virtues which a

spouse of the Crucified Jesus ought to practise. What

purity of intention, what entire detachment, what

humility in her words, in her actions, in her judg

ment of others, but above all, in her interior con

viction that she is the most imperfect of all ! Hence

flows that true charity which embraces all virtue.

We ought to desire only God, aspire only after God ;

and, except through pure necessity, speak only of

God. No thought of the world should ever be en

tertained. We must only pray that all, especially

our own family, may be saved. We should make no

account of honours, indulge in no susceptibilities ;

I repeat it, we should seek God alone—God and the

soul—all the rest is vanity. I can say no more,—pray

for me." These words were spoken with an earnest

ness that went to my very soul, and made a lasting

impression upon my mind. She was much fatigued,

and soon one of her painful attacks came on ; after a

short time she asked me what day it was. On my

telling her that it was Friday, the 26th of January,
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she added, " Then what was to have been for the

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin will

be for her Purification."

Her sufferings continued to increase ; her only-

food was the Blessed Sacrament, which she was

allowed to receive on three consecutive days. After

Holy Communion on the Monday she asked for Ex

treme Unction, as she greatly wished to receive this

Sacrament in a state of consciousness ; her request

was granted. She presented her hands to be anointed

with great devotion, and during the whole ceremony

appeared profoundly recollected. When all was over

she took her crucifix in her hands; asked for the

picture of the Holy Family to be placed upon her

bed, and those of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and

Mary, and of our seraphic Father and Mother, to be

fastened to the wall towards which she was turned, say

ing that these were her only consolation. Then she

wished to speak to me alone, and said: "If you

are willing, Mother Abbess, will you let my cousin

know that I am dying ? I am sure he would ask

the Holy Father to give me the Absolution in articulo

mortis; and tell my poor mother also. Do all as

seems best to you, for I can think only of my soul.

And now I beg of you to pardon me all the trouble
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and annoyance I may have caused you, and I thank

you for all your charity towards me. I now wish to

remain alone with my crucifix and my holy patrons.

Keep up your courage, Mother, as well as you can, for

we shall all die ; as I have helped you on earth, so

shall I help you in heaven. Bid all my Sisters adieu

for me, and also the other two Communities, for I

cannot speak to all ; tell them I shall remember them

in heaven." After a few moments of silence, the

violent retching again returned, the effort of speaking

had been too much for her ; in her anguish she kept

repeating, " Pray for me." And when I asked her if

her interior sufferings continued she told me that

although she was quite tranquil, she was in the most

profound desolation. She wanted someone, in the

absence of the Confessor, to read the history of the

Passion, and the " Prayers for the Dying ;" but we

were all too sensibly affected by her state to be able to

give her this satisfaction. She offered this fresh sacri

fice to God in silence, and made no further allusion

to her request ; but when a religious proposed to read

some ejaculatory prayers to the Sacred Heart of Jesus,

and some loving aspirations of the soul towards

Him, she willingly acquiesced. After the reading

had continued a short time, the Sister asked Mother
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Vicaress if it fatigued her. She replied, " Go on, go

on ; it revives the past." Was she not perhaps think

ing of those fervent transports of love she herself had

formerly felt towards God ? In the evening the doc

tor visited her, and told her to take a little drink. He

gave it to her himself, but the stomach was too weak

to retain it, and he saw the fearful sufferings which

its effects produced. When the worst was over, he,

wishing to encourage her, said, " You are certainly

very ill, but it is possible your malady may take a

favourable turn." The dying Sister said to him,

" Death does not alarm me ; it gives me no uneasi

ness. I have nothing to leave but a few rags. Doctor,

I made my sacrifice in my youth ; now it is nothing.

I do not regret dying." These few words seemed to

make a deep impression upon him, and he went away

as much affected as edified. After the Confessor had

given her the plenary Indulgence of some of the Con

gregations to which she belonged, she begged every

one to go to bed, and remained alone with the

two religious who had attended her throughout her

agonising sufferings. Very early in the morning she

sent for me, and asked permission to receive Holy

Viaticum. A little Altar was soon prepared, and I

told her that Jesus would be with her in a few minutes ;
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but that, if she wished it, the Confessor would enter

first without the Community. "Yes, let him come,"

she replied, and then added : " Mother, I thank you

again for all your tender charity towards me ; may

God grant you a hundred years of life, and even more,

and console you as you console me." She took my

hands and kissed them many times. She received the

Sacramental Absolution each time the priest entered,

that her soul might be pure before receiving her God.

Then she prepared for the last visit of her Spouse, in

whose eternal embrace she was to be received on the

coming day. After Holy Communion she renewed her

religious Profession and the act of her Espousals,

then made a particular commendation of me, miser

able creature that I am. . . . Our Father Confessor

made her promise to pray for him, and for the present

necessities of Holy Church. As it was time for

the Community to receive Holy Communion he left

the Enclosure to offer the Holy Sacrifice, promising,

however, that he would return. Mother Vicaress

begged him not to remain away long. I remained

alone with her to receive her last wishes. I asked

her if she were in need of anything. She replied,

" I ask of you prayers, prayers, for my sufferings

are at their climax. Ask the three Communities to
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pray that I may have fortitude to bear all till my

last sigh, and then that I may quickly be delivered

from Purgatory. God will reward you all." I saw

that the malady was gaining ground rapidly ; her

sufferings were intense, I could hardly bear to see

her. My heart was ready to break, but as she had

asked me not to leave her, I could not go away. She

seemed to be dozing, then suddenly she exclaimed:

" Ah ! how painful to have you here and not be able

to speak to you." I then told her a few things about

myself, and she answered me : I do not mention

them now, but later I may do so, if it should please

God. Again I inquired if her interior state continued

the same. She said that she was very desolate, but

her conscience was quite at ease. She begged me to

have candles lighted round the shrine of our Mother

St. Clare, and to have the curtain withdrawn that the

religious might go and pray to their holy Mother

for her dying child. Her desires were granted. She

seemed calmer, but her malady was almost at its

height. Again she begged for prayers now and after

death, that she might not be kept long away from

God. She told me that her chest felt burning, while

all the rest of her body was like ice, and nothing could

warm it. Seeing her end approaching, I recommended

12
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her to offer her torments to God for the salvation of

souls, for many were being lost eternally, especially in

France. . . . She faintly added that still greater

calamities threatened France, Italy, and many per

sons consecrated to God. ..." Ah, how little they

think of it : all ought to lead better lives."

So the day passed wearily on, while she waited

with a lively faith, an ardent charity, and a firm

hope (founded on the merits of Jesus Christ) for the

happy moment when she was to enter into posses

sion of eternal glory. She received again the Ab

solutions in articulo mortis, making, however, her

confession beforehand with great faith. She pre

served her presence of mind up to the last, and was

often heard to murmur, " My Jesus, when shall I be

no more? Oh, let it be soon!" Towards the end

she had lost all fear of judgment, and was perfectly

calm. She was consumed with thirst, but could not

drink. For three days she had taken nothing but the

Blessed Sacrament, and it was certainly not a little

remarkable that she had been able to retain the

Sacred Species. The dropsy continued to make such

rapid progress, that she could not be moved even

with the aid of cushions, for fear of suffocation ; she

was, indeed, on the cross with her Crucified Jesus,
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but her resignation was most beautiful to witness.

About half-past nine in the evening she again made

her confession, and thanked the Father for all his

charity to her, promising to make him some return

in heaven ; she also begged him to convey her last

wishes to her Sisters after her death. " Tell them,"

she said, "that I am most grateful to them for all the

charity of which they have given me so many proofs,

some by working for me, some by thoughtfulness,

some by praying for me : all have done something for

me. I will show them my gratitude when I am in

heaven. I now feel as if I might venture to leave

them three parting words of remembrance. Will you

tell them that I recommend to them especially the

exact observance of our Holy Rule, promptitude and

fidelity in all Community exercises, and above all

holy Charity—i.e., bearing with one another like true

Sisters ; and I beg of all their charitable prayers."

Then I went back to her cell with the two as

sistants. We prayed aloud for some time, and about

half-past eleven she begged us to go to bed. Not to

distress her, the Father Confessor and I left her with

two Sisters. About an hour after this, a violent at

tack came on. Placing the crucifix on her chest,

she asked for the last blessing. When I went to her

12 *
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she several times kissed my hand, which I had raised

to bless her. As soon as the Confessor arrived she

made her last confession, and received the Absolution

of the Order ; then some other prayers were said.

She begged the reverend Father and myself not to

leave her; she then took her crucifix in her hand,

closed her eyes, and awaited in perfect consciousness

that last moment which we plainly saw could not be

far off. Whilst the Father Confessor recited the

prayers for the dying, I remained close to this beloved

child, who was about to leave me. Twice she raised

my hand over her that I might bless her, and then

pressed it to her dying lips. She seemed to have

already lost all power of speech ; but about two o'clock

a kind of agitation came over her ; she made an effort

to speak, but her tongue was too much swollen ; she

wished to be alone with her Confessor. The inter

view lasted about half an hour; then several of us

returned to assist at the last moments of our beloved

Sister. She did not speak again, but she was conscious

to the last. Her eyes were closed, and although her

sufferings were most intense, a beautiful expression

of perfect peace was visible upon her countenance.

Her last words had been addressed to the Father

Confessor. They were spoken with animation and
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precision, and her sight was then clear and bright.

We had remained in prayer about half an hour, when

suddenly she gave a deep sigh. The reverend Father

immediately raised his hands to heaven, and with

lively faith said to her, "My child, if such be the

good pleasure of God, offer yourself a victim to the

Divine Will, and with the merit and in the name of

obedience depart from this earth to go and enjoy your

God in heaven." Then another still deeper sigh, and

in the most perfect and profound peace, with a serene

countenance, a smile upon her lips, without agony or

even movement, she breathed forth her beautiful soul

to God, at half-past two in the morning of Wednes

day, the 1st of February, 1871, aged forty-seven years,

more than twenty-five of which had been passed in

religion. When the Holy Father granted her the

plenary Indulgence in articulo mortis the preceding

evening, at the request of her cousin, his Holiness

said : " That soul is going straight to heaven."

She had said many times that she hoped not to

remain long in Purgatory, and at the exact hour of

her death, half-past two, she awoke several religious

of our Convent, as also the four Superiors of the two

other Communities, who of course did not know that

she was dead, by loud knocking. About an hour after
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Mother Vicaress's death, one of our Sisters saw a

bright light in her cell. Very much astonished, she

closed her eyes, then opened them again : the light

was still there. After a short time it disappeared ;

then the thought occurred to her that Mother Yi-

caress might be dead. She arose, and soon learned

that her conjecture was true. She immediately began

to pray for the repose of this dead soul.

A few hours after death our holy Sister was laid

out, according to the custom of the Order, by two

religious, whose special veneration for the deceased

had obtained for them this happy privilege ; the

countenance was beautifully serene, she appeared as

if in a gentle slumber, and the whole body was flexible

except the left hand, which continued to hold the

Crucifix. She remained in the enclosure till 10 a.m.,

then she was placed in a coffin and taken to the

Church outside the Convent, where she remained till

evening. A great many Masses were offered for her

in the course of the morning ; several ecclesiastics,

knowing her great sanctity, were deeply affected at

our loss, and asked for something that had belonged

to her to keep as a relic.

By virtue of the present laws, the corpse had to be

taken to the common cemetery the same evening. It
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remained unburied for five days while a suitable tomb

was being prepared. An ecclesiastic profited by this

delay to take her photograph ; but it is not a good

likeness, as the dropsy had disfigured her very much.

Numbers of persons eagerly gathered round to recom

mend themselves to her intercession. To satisfy their

pious demands, we distributed a great many things

which had formerly been used by the dear deceased,

and this, indeed, we still continue to do. Before con

signing the coffin to the earth, the body was examined

and found flexible and free from all appearance of

corruption ; the grave was then closed provisionally,

and as soon as the tombstone, bearing the initials of

our Monastery, was ready, the grave was opened, and

at my request the two workmen removed secretly the

lid of the coffin, and found the deceased in the same

state as when first interred, more than a month be

fore, except that the tumefaction had greatly subsided,

without, however, causing any unpleasant smell ; the

face was serene and of a natural colour. These

two good men felt a particular satisfaction in doing

this work, and a special spiritual grace was granted

to one of them on this occasion, which impressed him

so strongly in favour of the servant of God, that he

recommended a poor woman who was suffering from
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a bad knee to have recourse to her ; she did so, and

applied to her knee a handkerchief that had been

used by Mother Vicaress ; her confidence was re

warded by the limb being restored to its natural

state.

Eight days after Mother Vicaress's death, during

the solemn Mass which it is customary to offer for

our , deceased Sisters, at the moment the priest was

ascending the Altar steps, a certain person, who had

earnestly prayed the night before for some consola

tion from the Mother Vicaress, was transported out of

herself and saw a great light upon the Altar, and in

the midst stood one whom she did not immediately

recognise, surrounded with lilies and roses. She

looked attentively and discovered it to be, without a

doubt, Mother Vicaress, clothed in the religious habit

but all covered with violets, her eyes raised to heaven,

and her hands crossed upon her bosom ; she seemed

absorbed in God. . . . The person who was thus favoured

felt herself inundated with a heavenly joy, and said :

" Ah ! Mother Vicaress, is it you ? I entreat you to

tell me something for the good of my soul." . . Then

she seemed to hear a voice saying to her: " Do you

not see that she is lost in God? She cannot speak

to you, because she is plunged in heavenly delights."
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This person then understood that Mother Vicaress

was already in Paradise. She prayed for herself and

for others, but particularly that the miserable and un

worthy religious who writes these lines might have

strength to fulfil the duties which God has imposed

upon her. At the end of the Mass, she saw Mother

Vicaress turn her eyes gently and lovingly upon her,

and then with a sweet smile she disappeared.

On the 5th of June, a certain religious was much

distressed at having committed a slight fault : that

is, for not having corresponded to grace ; the fault

was a venial one, but nevertheless it troubled her

very much. However, as she could not go to con

fession, she retired to rest with the intention of seek

ing absolution the next day, and having recommended

herself to Mother Vicaress and asked her to obtain

her pardon from God, she went to sleep. About

break of day, she heard Mother Vicaress call her,

just as she had been wont to do in life ; she imme

diately answered: "Dear sister, do help me that I

may not only be saved, but may become a saint."

Then, in a calm but somewhat serious tone, Mother

Vicaress told her that the life of one consecrated to

God ought to be one of continual and universal mor

tification. That austerities were not necessary, but
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mortification was indispensable. That it should be

accompanied with humility, which must be united to

a most exact obedience ; and that obedience must not

be separated from an ardent, elevated, and sublime

charity towards God and our neighbour, and great

fidelity in the accomplishment of the duties of our

state. . . . "All this," she said, "becomes easy, if we

keep ourselves in the presence of God, as though we

could see Him with our bodily eyes. . . . This practice

of the presence of God inflames the soul with an

ardent love for God, capable of overturning all the

obstacles which the devil can put in our way. It is a

short road to the acquisition of all virtues, and above

all, that grace of intimate union with God to which

all religious should aspire." The religious had lis

tened to all with the greatest attention, and as she

rose from her bed, for it was now time, she renewed her

intention of approaching the Sacrament of Penance,

when she heard these words: "Make a firm resolu

tion of never again offending a God of love, Who alone

deserves to be loved; try to act always with a pure and

upright intention to please Jesus alone, your Divine

Spouse. Be full of charity towards your neighbour ;

but let it be a well-ordered charity. Love everyone

in God, with God, for God and in company with God,
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Who is always present on account of the great love

He bears you." Then, bringing to her remembrance

certain faults into which she had sometimes fallen,

she said : " How could you offend Infinite Charity ? "

She then added some warnings, and concluded with

these words : " Never lose confidence in God ; but,

on the other hand, never cease to fear and tremble at

the judgments of God, for those who are consecrated

to God are judged with great rigour. Oh, terrible are

His judgments ! " The religious who heard these

things, says it would be impossible to describe her

feelings at the time : but that certainly the impression

these words produced will never be forgotten by her.

Several of our sisters have received spiritual favours

through the invocation of our beloved Mother Vicar-

ess; and one of them asserts that she has recourse to

her in all her necessities, and is always heard. An

other religious says that Mother Vicaress warns her

by a shake when she is about to commit some fault ;

this puts her on her guard ; she recollects herself, and

is thus preserved from many shortcomings.

A certain person was one day praying for the

necessities of the times, when it seemed to her that

she saw Mother Vicaress raised in the air j she was

clothed in white, and her whole person was enveloped
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in a costly veil. Turning her eyes towards this per

son, she said to her : " Numerous, indeed, are they who

wish for the Holy Father's death, but the most Blessed

Virgin Mary has always protected him ; his sufferings

are not yet over, because the holy city is infested by

hordes of wicked spirits, who cause God's ministers

and all good Catholics to suffer a great deal, and

many and grievous are the sins committed. These

things wound the paternal heart of the Vicar of Jesus

Christ, and increase his sufferings ; but in return for

all he will have a great reward." Then this person

recommended to Mother Vicaress her own family who

were in Eome; to this she said, "I do not forget those

who are united to me by the bonds of the flesh, and still

less those who were, and are still, united to me by the

bonds of the Spirit." A religious was one day intend

ing to offer the Stations of the Cross for the repose of

Mother Vicaress's soul, but at the first Station she

inhaled so delicious a perfume, and was filled with

such an indescribable joy, that she felt quite assured

that this dear soul was already in heaven. A few days

after Mother Vicaress's death her cell was assigned to

a certain Sister who went there, with a good will it is

true, to accomplish the orders of obedience, but

with a strong natural repugnance, being of a very
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timid nature. However, she recommended herself to

the deceased, and all fear left her, so that she fell

asleep ; when she awoke in the night she smelt a

delicious perfume, and felt an indescribable content

ment. The next day the same phenomenon occurred;

the scent was even stronger, and seemed to proceed

from some one who was moving about the room. It

was perceived a third time, on the following Thursday

—a day which our dear Sister had always held in

special veneration. Even the objects which Mother

Vicaress had for her use during life often sent forth

a delicious smell, which for its exquisite delicacy I

cannot compare to any other perfume.

A certain religious had asked Mother Vicaress to

obtain for her a spiritual grace ; but after praying a

long time she grew impatient, and said interiorly :

" O blessed soul, do obtain for me this favour, or I

shall be inclined to think you not in heaven." When

one evening, kneeling down in her cell to say some

prayers, according to custom, she was surprised and

troubled at seeing some one near her, for she had not

heard the door opened. Then this person said to her :

" Yes, I am in heaven, I enjoy my God, and this for

all eternity. When I was in the world I used to wish

I could love Him as the Blessed do in heaven, but
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this was impossible ; now, however, I am satisfied,

after having for many years suffered this ardent

desire, so intolerable for a feeble creature. Oh, if you

could but know what it is to enjoy God and to possess

Him eternally ! Would you reach the land where I

am ? then love God very much. You know that love

goes hand in hand with a perfect life. Then try to

begin a new life, a perfect life, and love will follow in

its train. Have an ardent desire for, and seek

earnestly after, union with God ; and, by dint of

being always in the presence of God, Divine love will

be enkindled in your heart : this celestial fire will

purify your soul and consume all earthly affections.

Then will it take its flight towards God, and begin

even here below the life of the Blessed in heaven.

But you must be generous and persevering, and

Divine grace will not be wanting to you. Remember

that to be united to God in time and in eternity you

must keep yourself in the presence of God, and have

a great desire to love Him very much." She who

received this favour acquired an immense confidence

in the intercession of the dear deceased, and has

recourse to her in all her necessities.

Another religious asked Mother Vicaress to obtain

for her a spiritual grace, upon which, as she asserts,
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her very salvation might depend. She began a

triduum, and on the first day felt a strong in

spiration telling her what God required of her, but

she was unfaithful in corresponding with this first

grace ; however, she continued to pray, when one day

she heard herself called by her name ; seeing no one

near she looked about, but could discern no one ; the

next day the same voice called her, still she could

see no one ; but the third day she plainly recognised

that it was Mother Vicaress's voice, and at the same

time felt strongly urged to correspond to the designs

of God in her regard, and formed a generous resolution

to be faithful to the end ; and has now a firm hope

of sanctifying herself by the aid of our own dear

Mother Vicaress.

Another religious, on the eve of the anniversary of

her holy Profession, had recommended herself most

earnestly to the deceased, that she might obtain her

virtues, particularly her love of God, and had asked

for a sign by which to know that her prayer was

heard. She went to her cell at night without think

ing of the request she had made; standing just ready

to get into bed she heard distinctly a knocking at her

door, she hastened to open it, thinking it was one of

the religious, but seeing no one, she felt that it was
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Mother Vicaress, and immediately thanked her for

giving her this sign. At another time, having prayed

for a certain spiritual favour for a long time, she said

to Mother Vicaress: "Blessed soul, I fear that I am

not worthy to obtain the grace I ask, but if the good

ness of God will grant my request let such a sick

Sister have a good night." And the sufferer slept well.

A young Sister who was very ill, being one night

in more pain than usual, begged of our dear Mother

Vicaress to obtain for her the grace of a little sleep,

at the same time putting round her neck a medal

that had formerly been worn by the deceased. Her

pains immediately ceased, and she passed a quiet

night.

Many other persons have reported to us the graces

and favours and miraculous cures obtained by the

intercession of this great Mother of God, the venera

tion for whom increases daily. But not to weary my

readers, I will relate them in an appendix, as they

may be valuable in evidence hereafter.
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Further Graces obtained by the Merits of the Servant

of God, Sister Mary Cherubina Clare of St. Francis

Saraceni.

 

RANCES CIANETTI was suffering from

sciatica so that she could not move in bed,

but, recommending herself to the servant of God, the

pain ceased instantly : she rose quite well, and has

continued so ever since.

Madame Gertrude Saraceni had, for a long time, been

unable to sleep, and her nervous system suffered so

much in consequence that she could not remain in

bed, but passed the nights pacing about in sheer rest

lessness ; nervous contractions of her whole body had

even become frequent ; the most eminent medical men

of Rome had been consulted in vain. But hardly had

the patient placed upon her head a cap of our beloved

deceased than she fell into a refreshing sleep, her

malady disappeared, and she has enjoyed perfect

health ever since.

18
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Ursula Bossini recommended herself to the servant

of God that she might be spared a painful operation ;

a triduum was made by the community to thank the

Most Holy Trinity for the graces conferred upon

Mother Vicaress, and a piece of linen which she had

made use of was given to the sufferer. During the

triduum I reminded the dear deceased of the obe

dience she had always paid me during life, and

begged her to do the same now by obtaining the

desired grace. At the very same moment, as we

afterwards learned, a change took place which was

deemed by all miraculous ; and the lady is now quite

well.

A little boy of ten years old was restored to health

by similar means, although he had already received

the Last Sacraments and his parents were weeping

round him, when his aunt brought and placed upon

the dying child a cap which Mother Vicaress had

worn. Immediately opening his eyes he called for

his father, and in a few days was perfectly restored

to health.

Dame Mary Teresa Magroni, a Benedictine religious

of St. Gemina, had been suffering violent pains for a

long time, and had quite lost her voice. She prayed

several times to Mother Vicaress that she might be
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able to resume her Choir duties. Her prayers were

heard, for she quite recovered her health and voice,

and is now able to go to Choir and to perform all

her other duties.

Sister Mary Gertrude Philomena Eleodori, a Poor

Clare of the convent of St. Restitutus at Narni, had

been suffering for more than a month from some

internal affection which caused her to experience so

great a disgust for food that the very smell of it

brought on sickness. On the evening of the 5th of

August her sufferings being more intense than

usual, she asked the infirmarian for a piece of

linen which had formerly been used by Mother

Vicaress. She applied it to the suffering part ; in a

few instants all pain had ceased. She passed a good

night, took her breakfast without inconvenience, and

suffered but little after dinner ; from which time she

has continued free from all pain, and is now quite well.

Mr. M. Allessandri, an inhabitant of this town, was

attacked in the month of August with a malady in the

lungs. As he was already 75 years old, fears were

entertained for his life ; but a piece of linen which

had belonged to the servant of God was applied to

his chest. Gradually the malady subsided, and soon

he was restored to health.

13 *
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One of our Sisters, who is now dead, experienced in

a very sensible manner the protection of Mother

Vicaress. She was very holy, much given to prayer,

and inflamed with the love of God in a very special

manner. She had begged of the servant of God that

this flame might be increased. Her prayer was cer

tainly heard, for afterwards she was often quite beside

herself, and unconscious of what was said and done

around her. Once, unable to resist the violence of Di

vine love, she was heard to exclaim : "Mother Vicaress,

what are you doing?" Her prayer was indeed

granted, for she could no longer resist the force of

Divine love. When she enjoyed these sweet favours

she was careful to conceal herself, lest anything

should transpire calculated to draw praise or even

attention upon her. She was often warned of the

presence of Mother Vicaress either by a noise or a

sweet perfume or in some other way, and about a

week before she was attacked with her last illness,

Mother Vicaress visited her, inviting her in a most

tender way to come and join her in heaven.

Another of our Sisters had prayed to the servant of

God for a long time that she would obtain for her the

graces necessary for making a good meditation. At

last, somewhat weary, perhaps, that her petition re
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mained unanswered, she addressed Mother Vicaress

in the following way : "My dear Mother Vicaress, I

see that you do not grant my request : I know very

well that I am unworthy of it, yet I entreat of you, for

the love of God, do teach me yourself, though it were

only in a dream, how to pray." The following night

she seemed to see the servant of God, who said to

her : "If you wish to be heard when you pray, put

before your mind the greatness of God and your own

baseness ; humbling yourself thus you will be sure to

be heard."

A religious of the third order of our seraphic Father

St. Francis had for several years suffered from some

malady in the throat, so that she could never take

any solid food, and was moreover incapable of digest

ing anything fat, such as oil, broth, etc., but having

recommended herself to the servant of God, and

placed on her throat a crucifix which had formerly been

used by Mother Vicaress, she was soon quite cured.

Another religious, tormented by interior troubles

which she had borne patiently for many years, saw

herself, to her great joy, entirely freed from them

after making a triduum to the Most Holy Trinity that

by the merits of the servant of God she might once

more enjoy peace.
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We have received the following details from a

venerable ecclesiastic : " On the evening of the 23rd

August I was plunged in the greatest distress because

a certain ill-disposed man, from a distant province of

Italy, had come to my parish of Monte Verde with

intent to carry out some unjust proceedings, and I

was to meet him the following day. It is true the

affair in no way concerned me, but this fellow hoped

through the license of the times to gain his end, and

to take a violent revenge on me. I knew the man;

my home was in a solitary place, I lived alone with

my sister, and other circumstances seemed to favour

an attack ; moreover, the time was too short for me to

take any human measures for my security. I there

fore turned towards our Divine Lord Jesus Christ, in

the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar, earnestly con

juring Him, by the merits of His beloved spouse,

Sister Mary Cherubina Clare, to deliver me from the

snares of this wicked man. I then went to sleep.

The next morning the man was seized with an unac

countable terror; not only he dared not use violence,

but he kept at a distance from my house. After a

short time passed in a state of indecision, he deter

mined to desist, and left the parish ; but in a few

days he fell into the hands of justice. Now, I cannot
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but see in all these circumstances a wonderful inter

vention of Divine providence in consideration of the

merits of the servant of God whom I had invoked."

Paulina Fabrizi, twenty years of age, residing in

Rome, was dangerously ill with heart disease, but

was unwilling to submit to the severe treatment the

medical men judged necessary in order to avert

death. However, hearing of the saintly life of Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare, she conceived a great devotion

towards her, devoutly kissed her picture, wore a little

piece of stuff that this holy religious had used, and

recommended herself to her with a lively faith which

was quickly rewarded ; she is now in perfect health

and quite free from any palpitation.

Mrs. Clare N had a baby of six months old, so

ill, thin, and wretched, that it was always screaming

day and night. The poor mother could hardly bear

the sight of the child ; but one night she recommended

it to the prayers of Mother Vicaress, and placed upon

the baby a piece of linen which had belonged to the

servant of God. The little creature immediately fell

asleep, and grew rapidly better. He is now in perfect

health.

A certain person who knew Sister Mary Cherubina

Clare, received from her the following communication
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during Mass : " These are the precious moments for

the human race. Divine mercy holds back the arm

of justice, that justice so grievously outraged by the

multitude of enormous sins which men commit. But

this holy sacrifice restrains justice. You are now on

Calvary, where all of us were redeemed by the Passion

and Death of the Divine Saviour. Ask Jesus for

blood—His Blood, all of which He shed for the

salvation of our souls. Unite yourself to the priest

in offering this Divine Victim and His precious

Blood." At this moment the priest consecrated, and

from the elevation to the Communion, the soul of

the Blessed remained in profound adoration. Then

she continued: "What tears I shed, what pain I

suffered because of unworthy priests ! True I did

not know them personally, but I was transported

in spirit to different places, and was made to see

that many priests dared to celebrate with grievous

sins upon their consciences. Oh, what an outrage

they commit against God ! Willingly would I have

cast myself into the midst of a fiery furnace to pre

vent so great an evil. If obedience had allowed me

I should have afflicted my body and loaded myself

with penances. As it was, I never ceased to implore

the mercy of God on behalf of these unfortunate
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priests. Ah, many times it seemed to me I should

die of grief, and, in truth, my life was shortened by

the anguish I felt at the sight of the outrages perpe

trated against God by His own children, and especially

by His sacred ministers. It is now your duty to aid

these poor souls." The person to whom these words

were addressed replied courageously : " Would to

God that I could promote the salvation of souls."

" Then Mother Vicaress continued : " Make known

to all Catholics that God wills that His priests should

lead more holy lives, for, although many of them are

in the grace of God, yet even they approach the holy

Altar with extraordinary coldness, and as if it were an

every-day thing. It was not thus that Jesus went to

Calvary ! He went with a burning love, and priests

should offer the Holy Sacrifice with a pure conscience,

an immaculate heart, and a lively faith; let them pre

sent this Divine Victim to the Eternal Father for the

salvation of souls, and especially for the conversion of

so many scandalous and apostate priests. They are

the crying evil of these days : yet the arms of Jesus are

open to receive them. Let them ask of our merciful

Jesus, by the merits of His precious Blood, the grace

of conversion for these unhappy men, and they will

surely obtain this favour when they hold the Divine
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Victim in their hands. Make known that God is

about to send other terrible chastisements upon

the world ; but they will be lessened if priests

offer worthily the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Do

not delay to make known all that I have told

you."

Sister Mary Vincent Vigorelli, a Dominicaness, re

lates in these terms a favour she has obtained by the

intercession of Mother Vicaress :—" I was suffering

in my throat ; I had great difficulty in speaking, so

that I could hardly satisfy my obligation of reciting the

Divine Office in Choir; moreover, I felt myself getting

so weak that I did not expect to live much longer, when

one Sunday, it being my turn to read in the refectory,

I recommended myself to the servant of God, Sister

Mary Cherubina Clare, reciting one Pater and three

Gloria Patri's in honour of the Most Holy Trinity,

and in thanksgiving for the favours bestowed upon

this devout religious. Immediately I was able to read

in my natural tone, and continued to do so for three

quarters of an hour. The Superioress asked me if

I were tired. I replied, ' No.' Finding myself so

speedily heard, I recommended to this holy soul a

spiritual intention which had caused me anxiety for

the previous eight months. This petition also was
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granted, and I may add that Sister Mary Cherubina

Clare comes to my aid whenever I ask her."

The following accounts were sent to the translator

from Assisi, in the month of March, 1874 :—

In the Name of God. Amen.

I, the undersigned, certify, to the greater glory of

God and for the sake of truth, that for fifteen months

I had been suffering with a spasmodic nervous affec

tion, accompanied with disease of the heart, so that

I had to keep my bed sometimes for a week, some

times for a fortnight, and even for a whole month at a

time. The malady, which weakened me very much,

had been unusually violent for thirty -six days,

when, on the 2nd of August, 1872, the medical man

said that I was in danger of dying at any moment.

Whilst I lay exhausted with suffering, and in fear of

sudden death, a picture of Sister Mary Cherubina

Clare was unexpectedly presented to me ; it was the 5th

of September of the same year. I recommended myself

to her with great confidence, begging her to pray to

the most Holy Virgin to obtain my cure, and promis

ing to go to Assisi to make the acquaintance of the

Mother Superioress of that place if this favour were

granted me. Three days afterwards I was able to



188 LIFE OF SISTER MARY CHERUBINA CLARE.

leave my bed, and gradually I recovered my health.

In September, 1878, I fulfilled my promise, and never

since then have I been subject to this terrible malady.

Agatha di Paola,

Mary Celestine di Paola,

Peter di Paola,

Cabtel S. Pietko, 18th Feb., 1874.

'All witness to

the truth of the

above account.

For several days in January, 1873, 1 felt a slight pain

in my side, but I was able to attend to my ordinary

duties. One Sunday morning, however, after suffer

ing more than usual during the night from spasms, I

got partly out of bed, but was unable to stand or get

back into bed. I called for help ; some of my Sisters

quickly came and put me back into bed. Mother

Superioress sent for the doctor, who, both then and

at his second visit in the evening, declared it to be

sciatica, and ordered me to be rubbed : but nothing

gave me any relief, and the spasms continued to in

crease. Suddenly the Sister who was with me remem

bered that she had a little piece of Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare's veil ; she put it on me, and recited

three times the Pater, Ave, and Gloria to the Most

Holy Trinity, that, by the merits of this great servant

of God, I might be cured. I soon fell asleep, but
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waking shortly after, I tried to move my foot ; finding

that I could do so, I began to move my whole body,

which I did as if nothing had been the matter with

me, though before I could not move without the

assistance of three or four Sisters. From that

moment I have not felt any more of this pain, and

am able to walk without difficulty.

Sister Gertrude Bianchi,

Convent of St. Clare, Cortona.

In the Name of God. Amen.

Rome, 5th Nov., 1873.

I, the undersigned, Anne Catherine Pascucci, was

at Assisi on the 3rd of last July, intending to visit

the holy Portiuncola of St. Francis, and had the plea

sure of making the acquaintance of Sister Mary

Celestine of St. Stanislaus, a professed religious of

the Convent of St. Clare. Profiting by this favour

able occasion, I recommended myself to her prayers,

in order to obtain that I might be spared a terrible

operation which I was destined to undergo for an

excrescense in my mouth. She immediately told me

of one of her religious Sisters, who two years before

had died in the odour of sanctity, and advised me to

recommend myself to her, telling me that many
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miracles had already been worked through her inter

cession. At the same time she had the charity to

bestow upon me a piece of the veil of this holy religi

ous, Sister Mary Cherubina Clare of St. Francis by

name, telling me to put it into my mouth, and at the

same time to ask the Most Holy Trinity to deliver me,

through the merits of this great servant of God, from

the above-mentioned operation. The next day I had

no sooner put the piece of veil in my mouth than the

grace was granted. I repeat it—a prodigious change

took place immediately, and I have been spared the

operation. I certify this fact in testimony of the

truth, and at the request of the religious of the

venerable Monastery of St. Clare.

Anne Catherine Pascucci.

A deplorable spirit of discord had arisen between

husband and wife in a certain Christian family, whose

name, through respect, I pass over in silence. For

many years this couple had been much attached to

each other, but for more than a twelvemonth this

happy harmony had ceased to exist. Speaking to a

confidential friend, they both expressed themselves

deeply concerned and afflicted; nevertheless, it was

quite impossible to reconcile them, although the great
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injury they did their numerous offspring was vividly

put before them. These unhappy circumstances be

came known to one of their relations, and caused her

much sorrow, but she immediately felt confident of

obtaining the grace of their reconciliation by the

intercession of the servant of God, Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare. She therefore began a novena to

the Most Holy Trinity, praying most humbly that

peace and tranquillity might once more be restored to

that family, and saying with great confidence : " This

is a purely spiritual grace ; O dear Sister Cherubina,

do obtain it, for Charity's sake ; and I promise to make

it known for the greater glory of God and of yourself."

When the novena was ended, she still continued to

pray, for, as she lived a long way off, she only knew

later that the long-desired re-union had taken place

at the time of her novena, though the parties them

selves did not know how their reconciliation had been

effected.

Clare Columba Chiaromanni certifies that the above

is true.

Eugenia Mencaroni, a baby of a few months old, was

attacked by small-pox of a most virulent description.

She was in a high state of fever, and covered with
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pustules. The medical man despaired of her life ;

she refused her milk, and was quite delirious. Two

persons had already died of the disease in the same

house, and no hope was entertained for the child,

when, on the 10th of May, its mother found a small

piece of a veil that had been worn by Sister Mary

Cherubina Clare. She put it in a little milk, which

the child drank, and was instantly better. It con

tinued to take food during the night ; in the morning

the fever had disappeared, the pustules dried up with

out leaving any scars, and a bright colour returned to

the little one's face.

R. WABHBOCJINE, PRINTER, LONDON.
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The Consoler; or, Pious Readings addressed to the

Sick and to all who are afflicted. By the Rev.

P. J. Lambilotte, S.J. Translated by the Right

Rev. Abbot Burder, O. Cist. Fcp. 8vo. 4s. 6d.,

red edges, 5 s.

" As ' The Consoler' has the merit of being written in plain and

simple language, and while deeply spiritual contains no higher

flights into the regions ot mysticism where poor and ignoiant

readers would be unable to follow, it is very specially adapted for

one of the subjects which its writer had in view, namely, its intro

duction into hospitals."— Toilet. "A work replete with wise

comfort for every affliction ."—Universe. "A spiritual treatise of

great beauty and value."—Church Herald.

The Souls in Purgatory. Translated from the French,

by the Right Rev. Abbot Burder, O. Cist. 32mo. 3d.

" It will.be found most useful as an aid to the cultivation of this

especial devotion."—Register.

Flowers of Christian Wisdom. By Lucien Henry.

With a Preface by the Right Hon. Lady Herbert

of Lea. i8mo. 2s. ; red edges, 2s. 6d.

" A compilation of some of the most beautiful thoughts and

passages in the works of the Fathers, the great schoolmen, and

eminentJmodernjChurchmen, and will probably secure a good cir

culation."—Church Times. "It is a compilation of gems of thought,

carefully selected."— Tablet. "It is a small but exquisite bou

quet, like that which S. Francis of Sales has prepared for Philothea."

—Universe.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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The Happiness of Heaven. By a Father of the

Society of Jesus. Fcap. 8vo. 4s.

God our Father. By the same Author. Fcap. 8vo. 4s.

" Both of these books we can highly recommend."—Register. ; |

The Light of the Holy Spirit in the World. By the

Rev. Canon Hedley, O.S.B. is.; cloth, is. 6d.

A General History of the Catholic Church : from the

commencement of the Christian Era until the

present time. By the Abbe Darras. 4 vols.,

large 8vo. cloth, 48s.

The Book of Perpetual Adoration ; or, the Love of

Jesus in the most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.

By Mgr. Boudon. Edited by the Rev. J. Red

man, D.D. Fcap. 8vo, 3s. ; red edges, 3s. 6d.

" This new translation is one of Boudon's most beautiful works,

. .. and merits that welcome in no ordinary degree. "— Tablet. "The

devotions at the end will be very acceptable aids in visiting the

Blessed Sacrament, and there are two excellent methods for assisting

at Mass."—The Month. " It has been pronounced by a learned

and pious French priest to be ' the most beautiful of all books '

written in honour of the Blessed Sacrament."—The Nation.

Spiritual Works of Louis of Blois, Abbot of Liesse.

Edited by the Rev. John Edward Bowden, of the

Oratory. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d ; red edges, 4s.

" No more important or welcome addition could have been made

to our English ascetical literature than this little book. It is a model

of good translation."—Dublin Review. " This handy little volume

will certainly become a favourite."—Tablet. "Elegant and flow

ing."—Register. " Most useful of meditations."—Catholic Opinion.

Heaven Opened by the Practice of Frequent Confes

sion and Communion. By the Abbe" Favre.

Translated from the French, carefully revised by

a Father of the Society of Jesus. Third Edition.

Fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. ; red edges, 4s. Cheap edit. 2s.

" ' " This beautiful little book of devotion. We may recommend it

to"the clergy as well as to the laity."— Tablet. "It is filled with

quotations from the Holy Scriptures, the Fathers, and the Councils

of the Church, and thus will be found of material assistance to

the clergy, as a storehouse of doctrinal and ascetical authorities on

the two great sacraments of Holy Eucharist and Penance."—

Register.
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The Spiritual Life. — Conferences delivered to the

En/ants de Marie by Pere Ravignan. Cr. 8vo. 5s.

" Pere Ravignan's words are as applicable to the ladies of London

as to those of Paris. They could not have a better book for their

spiritual reading."— Tablet. "These discourses appear to be admi

rably suited to English Catholics at the present moment."— West

minster Gazette. " A depth of eloquence and power of exhortation

which few living preachers can rival."—Church Review.

Lenten Thoughts. Drawn from the Gospel for each

day in Lent. By the Bishop of Northampton,

is. 6d. ; stronger bound, 2s. ; red edges, 2s. 6d.

A beautiful little volume of Meditations."—Universe. "Will

be found a useful manual."—Tablet. "An admirable little book."

—Nation. " Clear and practical."—The Month. " A very beauti

ful and simple little book."—Church Herald.

Contemplations on the Most Holy Sacrament of the

Altar, drawn from the Sacred Scriptures. 181110.

cloth, 2s. ; cloth extra, red edges, 2s. 6d.

" This is a welcome addition to our books of Scriptural devotion.

It contains thirty-four excellent subjects of reflection before the

Blessed Sacrament, or for making a spiritual visit to the Blessed

Sacrament at home ; for the use of the sick."—Dublin Review.

Good Thoughts for Priests and People; or Short

Meditations for Every Day in the Year. By Rev.

T. Noethen. 121110. 8s.

One Hundred Pious Reflections. Extracted from

Alban Butler's "Lives of the Saints." i8mo.

cloth, red edges, 2s. ; cheap edition, is.

' ' A happy idea. The author of ' The Lives of the Saints ' had a

way of breathing into his language the unction and force which

carries the truth of the Gospel into the heart."—Letter to the Editor

from The Right Rev. Dr. Ullathorne, Bishop op Birming

ham. " Well selected, sufficiently short, and printed in good bold

type."— Tablet. "Good, sound, practical."—Church Herald.

The Imitation of Christ. With reflections. 321110.

is. Persian calf, 3s. 6d. Also an Edition with

ornamental borders. Fcap. cloth, red edges, 3 s. 6d.

Following of Christ. Small pocket edition, with initial

letters, is. 6d. ; roan, 2s; French morocco, 2s.

6d. ; calf or morocco, 4s. 6d. ; calf or morocco

extra gilt, 5s. 6d. ; ivory, 1 5s. and 1 6s. ; morocco

antique, 17s. 6d. ; russia antique, 20s.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Conversion of the Teutonic Race. By Mrs. Hope,

author of " Early Martyrs." Edited by the Rev.

Father Dalgairns. 2 vols, crown 8vo. 12s.

I. Conversion of the Franks and the English, 6s.

II. S. Boniface and the Conversion of Germany, 6s.

" It is good in itself, possessing considerable literary merit ; is

forms one of the few Catholic books brought out in this country

which are not translations or adaptations."—Dublin Review. " It

is a great thing to find a writer of a book of this class so clearly

grasping, and so boldly setting forth truths, which, familiar as they

are to scholars, are still utterly unknown by most of the writers of

our smaller literature."—Saturday Review. "A very valuable

work .... Mrs. Hope has compiled an original history, which

gives constant evidence of great erudition, and sound historical judg

ment."—Month. "This is a most taking book : it is solid history

and romance in one.''—Catholic Opinion. " It is carefully, and

in many parts beautifully written."—Universe.

Cistercian Order : its Mission and Spirit. Comprising

the Life of S. Robert of Newminster, and the Life

of S. Robert of Knaresborough. By the author

of " Cistercian Legends." Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

Cistercian Legends of the 13th Century. Translated

from the Latin by the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s.

" Interesting records of Cistercian sanctity and cloistral experi

ence."—Dublin Review. " A casquet oi jewels. ."— Weekly Register.

"Most beautiful legends, full of deep spiritual reading."—Tablet.

" Well translated, and beautifully got up."—Month. "A compila

tion of anecdotes, full of heavenly wisdom."—Catholic Opinion.

The Directorium Asceticum ; or, Guide to the Spiritual

Life. By Scaramelli. Translated and Edited at

St. Beuno's College. 4 vols, crown 8vo. 24s.

Maxims of the Kingdom of Heaven. New and en

larged Edition. 5s. ; red edges, 5s. 6d. ; calf or

morocco, 10s. 6d.

" The selections on every subject are numerous, and the order

and arrangement of the chapters will greatly facilitate meditation

and reference."—Freeman's Journal. "We are glad to see that

this admirable devotional work, of which we have before spoken in

warm praise, has reached a second issue."— Weekly Register.

" It has an Introduction by J. H. N., and bears the Imprimatur of the

Archbishop of Westminster. We need say no more in its praise."—

Tablet. ' ' A most beautiful little book."—Catholic Opinion. ' ' This

priceless volume."—Universe. " Most suitable for meditation and

reference."—Dublin Review.
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The Oxford Undergraduate of Twenty Years Ago :

his Religion, his Studies, his Antics. By a

Bachelor of Arts. [Author of "The Comedy of

Convocation."] 2s. 6d. ; cloth, 3s. 6d.

" The writing is full of brilliancy and point."—Tablet. "Time

has not dimmed the author's recollection, and has no doubt served

to sharpen his sense of undergraduate humour and his reading of

undergraduate character."—Examiner. " It will deservedly attract

attention, not only by the briskness and liveliness of its style, but

also by the accuracy of the picture which it probably gives of an

individual experience."— The Month. " Whoever takes this book

in hand will read it through and through with the keenest pleasure

and with great benefit."— Universe.

The Infallibility of the Pope. A Lecture. By the

Author of " The Oxford Undergraduate," " Co

medy of Convocation," &c. 8vo. is.

"A splendid lecture, by one who thoroughly understands his

subject, and in addition is possessed ofa rare power of language in

which to put before others what he himself knows so well."—Uni

verse. " There are few writers so well able to make things plain

and intelligible as the author of 'The Comedy of Convocation.'. . .

The lecture is a model of argument and style."—Register.

Comedy of Convocation in the English Church.

Edited by Archdeacon Chasuble, D.D. 2s. 6d.

" Give me leave to be merry on a merry subject."—S.Greg. Kaz.

The Harmony of Anglicanism. Report of a Con

ference on Church Defence. [By T. W. M. Mar

shall, Esq.] 8vo. 2s. 6d.

" ' Church Defence' is characterized by the same caustic irony,

the same good-natured satire, the same logical acuteness which dis

tinguished its predecessor, the ' Comedy of Convocation." ... A

more scathing bit of irony we have seldom met with."— Tablet.

" Clever, humorous, witty, learned, written by a keen but sarcastic

observer of the Establishment, it is calculated to make defenders

wince as much as it is to make all others smile. "—Nonconformist.

Consoling Thoughts of St. Francis de Sales. By Pere

Huguet. i8mo., 2s.

Holy Readings. Short Selections from well-known

Authors. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 32010.

cloth, 2s. ; cloth, red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ;

morocco, 6s. [See " Catholic Hours," p. 23.]

Benedictine Almanack. Yearly. Price id.

R. Washbourtic, i 8 Paternoster Row, London.
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St. Peter ; his Name and his Office as set forth in

Holy Scripture. By T. W. Allies. Second Edi

tion. Revised. Crown 8vo. 5s.

" A standard work. There is no single book in English, on the

Catholic side, which contains the Scriptural argument about St

Peter and the Papacy so clearly or conclusively put."—Month.

"An admirable volume."— The Universe. "This valuable work."

— Weekly Register. "A second edition, with a new and very

touching preface."—Dublin Review.

The Roman Question. By Dr. Husenbeth. is.

The Life of Pleasure. Translated from the French

of Mgr. Dechamps. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d.

Instructions for the Sacrament of Confirmation. 6d.

Sure Way to Heaven : a litde Manual for Confession

and Holy Communion. 32mo. cloth, 6d.

Compendium of the History of the Catholic Church.

By Rev. T. Noethen. 1 2mo. 8s.

History of the Catholic Church, for schools. By

Rev. T. Noethen. i2mo. 5s. 6d.

Commonitory of S. Vincent of Lerins. Translated.

121110. is. 3d.

Anti-Janus. Translated from the German of Dr.

Hergenrother, by Professor Robertson. 4s.

Catholic Calendar and Guide to the Services of the

Church. Yearly. Price 6d.

Catholic Directory for Scotland, is.

Dr. Pusey's Eirenicon considered in Relation to

Catholic Unity. By H. N. Oxenham. 2s. 6d.

Sancti Alphonsi Doctoris Officium Parvum—Novena

and Little Office in honour of St. Alphonsus.

Fcap. 8vo. is. ; cloth, 2s. ; cloth extra, 3s.

Synodi Diceceseos Suthwarcensis ad ejusdem erec-

tione anno 1850 ad finem anni 1868 habitae.

8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. ; 1869-70, is.

Sweetness of Holy Living ; or Honey culled from the

Flower Garden of S. Francis of Sales, is.

French morocco, 3s.

" In it will be found some excellent aids to devotion and medita

tion."— Weekly Register.

Jt. Washbourne, 1 8 Paternoster Row, London.
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Men and Women of the English Reformation, from

the days of Wolsey to the death of Cranmer. By

S. H. Burke, M.A. 2 vols. 13s. Vol. ii., 6s. 6d.

" It contains a great amount of curious and useful information,

gathered together with evident care."—Dublin Review. "In

teresting and valuable."— Tablet. "It is, in truth, the only dis

passionate record of a much contested epoch we have ever read."

—Cosmopolitan. "It is so forcibly, but truthfully written, that it

should be in the hands of every seeker after truth."—Catholic

Opinion.—" On all hands admitted to be one of the most valuable

historical works ever published."—Nation. " The author produces

evidence that cannot be gainsayed."—Universe. " Full of interest,

and very temperately written."—Church Review. "Able, fairly

impartial, and likely to be of considerable value to the student of

history. Replete with information."—Church Times. "The book

supplies many hitherto unknown facts of the times of which it is

a history."—Church Opinion. "A clever and well-written his

torical statement of facts concerning the chief actors of our so-called

Reformation."—The Month.

Pere Lacordaire's Conferences. God, 6s. Jesus Christ,

6s. God and Man, 6s.

A Devout Paraphrase on the Seven Penitential Psalms ;

or, a Practical Guide to Repentance. By the

Rev. Fr. Blyth. To which is added :—Necessity

of Purifying the Soul, by St. Francis of Sales.

i8mo., is. 6d. ; red edges, 2s. ; cheap edition, rs.

"A new edition of a book well known to our grandfathers. The

work is full of devotion and of the spirit of prayer."'— Universe. " A

very excellent work, and ought to be in the hands of every Catholic."

— Watcrford News.

A New Miracle at Rome ; through the Intercession of

Blessed John Berchmans. 2d.

Cure of Blindness ; through the Intercession of Our

Lady and St. Ignatius. 2d.

BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE.

Woman's Work in Modern Society. 7s. 6d,

A Nun's Advice to her Girls. 2s. 6d.

Daily Steps to Heaven. Fcap. 8vo. 4s. 6d.

Book of the Blessed Ones. 4s. 6d.

Jesus and Jerusalem ; or, the Way Home. 4s. 6d.

The Spouse of Christ. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d.

The Ecclesiastical Year. Fcap. 4s. 6d. ; calf, 6s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Sermons, Lectures, &c. By Rev. M. B. Buckley. 6s.

A Homely Discourse ; Mary Magdalen. Cr. 8vo. 6d.

Extemporaneous Speaking. By Rev. T. J. Potter. 5 s.

Pastor and People. By Rev. T. J. Potter. 6s.

Meditations on the Veni Sancte Spiritus. is.

Eight Short Sermon Essays. By Dr. Redmond, is.

One Hundred Short Sermons. By Rev. H. T.

Thomas. 8vo. 12s.

Catholic Sermons. By Father Burke, O.P., and

others. 2 s.

Non Possumus ; or, the Temporal Sovereignty of the

Popes. By the Rev. Father Lockhart. is.

Secession or Schism. By Fr. Lockhart. 6d.

Who is the Anti-Christ of Prophecy? By the Rev.

Fr. Lockhart. is.

The Communion of Saints. By the Rev. Father

Lockhart. is. ; cloth, is. 6d.

The Church of England and its Defenders. By the

Rev. W. R. Bernard Brownlow. 8vo. 1st Letter,

6d. ; 2nd Letter, is.

Lectures on the Life, Writings, and Times of Edmund

Burke. By Professor Robertson. 5s.

Professor Robertson's Lectures on Modern History

and Biography. Crown 8vo. cloth, 6s.

The Knight of the Faith. By the Rev. Dr. Laing.

1. A Favourite Fallacy about Private Judgment and

Inquiry, id.

2. Catholic not Roman Catholic. 4d.

3. Rationale of the Mass. is.

4. Challenge to the Churches of England, Scotland,

and all Protestant Denominations, id.

5. Absurd Protestant Opinions concerning Intention,

and Spelling Book of Christian Philosophy. 4d.

6. Whence the Monarch's right to rule. 2s. 6d.

7. Protestantism against the Natural Moral Law. id.

8. What is Christianity? 6d.
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Diary of a Confessor of the Faith. i2mo. is.

Sursum, is. Homeward, 2s. Both by Rev. Fr. Rawes,

Sermon at the Month's Mind of the Most Rev. Dr.

Spalding, Archbishop of Baltimore, is.

Commentary on the Psalms. By Bellarmin. 4to. 4s,

Monastic Legends. By E. G. K. Browne. 8vo. 6d.

BY DR. MANNING, ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER.

The Convocation in Crown and Council. 6d.. net.

Confidence in God. Fcap. is. ; cloth, is. 6d.

Temporal Sovereignty of the Popes, is. ; cloth, is. 6d.

The Church, the Spirit, and the Word. 6d.

BY THE PASSIONIST FATHERS.

The School of Jesus Crucified. 3s. 6d. ; morocco, 5s-

The Manual of the Cross and Passion. 32010. 2s. 6d.

The Manual of the Seven Dolours. 32mo. is. 6d.

The Christian Armed. 32mo. is. 6d. ; mor. 3s. 6d.

Guide to Sacred Eloquence. 2s.

Religious Instruction.

The Catechism, Illustrated with Passages from the

Holy Scriptures. Arranged by the Rev. J. B.

Bagshawe, with Imprimatur. Crown 8vo. 2s. 6d.

" I believe the Catechism to be one of the best possible books of

controversy, to those, at least, who are inquiring with a real desire

to find the truth."—Extractfrom the Preface.

" An excellent idea. The very thing of all others that is needed,

by many under instruction."— Tablet. "It is a book which will

do incalculable good. Our priests will hail with pleasure so valu

able a help to their weekly instructions in the Catechism, while in-

schools its value will be equally recognized. "— Weekly Register.

' ' A work of great merit. "—Church Herald. ' ' We can hardly wish

for anything better, either in intention or in performance."— The-

Month. "Very valuable."—Dublin Review.

A Dogmatic Catechism. By Frassinetti. Translated

from the original Italian by the Oblate Fathers

of St. Charles. With a Preface by His- Grace

the Archbishop of Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. 3s.

" We give a few extracts from Frassinetti's work, as samples of

its excellent execution."—Dublin Review. "Needs no commenda

tion."—Month. " It will be found useful, not only to catechists, bub

also for the instruction of converts from the middle class of society. "

—Tablet.

R. Washbourne, i8 Patertioster Row, London. P
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The Threshold of the Catholic Church. A course of

Plain Instructions for those entering her Com

munion. By Rev. J. B. Bagshawe. Cr. 8vo. 4s.

"A scholarly, well-written book, full of information."—Church

Herald. "An admirable book, which will be of infinite service to

thousands."—Universe. "Plain, practical, and unpretentious, it ex

hausts so entirely the various subjects of instruction necessary for

our converts, that few missionary priests will care to dispense with

its assistance."—Register. " It has very special merits of its own. .

It is the work, not only of a thoughtful writer and good theologian,

but of a wise and experienced priest."—Dublin Review. "Its

characteristic is the singular simplicity and clearness with which

everything is explained. . . It will save priests hours and days of

time."—Tablet. " There is much in it with which we thoroughly

agree."—Church Times. "There was a great want of a manual of

instruction forconvents, and the want has now been supplied, and in

the most satisfactory manner."—The Month.

The Catechism of Christian Doctrine. Approved for

the use of the Faithful in all the Dioceses of

England and Wales. Price id. ; cloth, 2d.

A First Sequel to the Catechism. By the Rev. J.

Nary. 32mo. id.

" It will recommend itself to teachers in Catholic schools as one

peculiarly adapted to the use of such children as have mastered the

Catechism, and yet have nothing else to fall back upon for higher

religious instruction. It will be found a great assistance as well to

teachers as to pupils who belong to the higher standards in our

Catholic poor schools."— Weekly Register.

Catechism made Easy. A Familiar Explanation of

"The Catechism of Christian Doctrine." By

Rev. H. Gibson. Vol. I., 4s. Vol. II., 4s.

The Monitor of the Association of Prayer. Monthly,

id. Volume, 2s. Notices, 6s. i000. Prints,

7s. 6d. i000. Zelator's Cards, i0s. i000.

Protestant Principles Examined by the Written Word.

Originally entitled, " The Protestant's Trial by

the Written Word." New edition. i8mo. is.

"An excellent book."—Church News. "A good specimen of the

concise controversial writing of English Catholics in the early part of

the seventeenth century."—Catholic Opinion. " A little book which

might be consulted profitably by any Catholic."—Church Times.

"A clever little manual."— Westminster Gazette. "A useful little.

volume."— The Month. "An excellent little book."— Weekly Re

gister. "A well-written and well-argued treatise."—Tablet.

R. Washbourne, i8 Paternoster Row, London.
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Descriptive Guide to the Mass. By the Rev. Dr.

Laing. is. ; extra cloth, is. 6d.

' ' An attempt to exhibit the structure of the Mass. The logical

relation of parts is ingeniously effected by an elaborate employment

of differences of type, so that the classification, down to the minutest

subdivision, may at once be caught by the eye."—Tabid.

The Necessity of Enquiry as to Religion. By Henry

John Pye, M.A. 4d. j for distribution, 20s. a

hundred ; cloth, 6d.

"Mr. Pye is particularly plain and straightforward."— Tablet.

"It is calculated to do much good. We recommend it to the

clergy, and think it a most useful work to place in the hands of all

who are under instruction."— Westminster Gazette. " A thoroughly

searching little pamphlet."—Universe. "A clever little pamphlet.

Each point is treated briefly and clearly."— Catholic Opinion.

A General Catechism of the Christian Doctrine. By

the Right Rev. Dr. Poirier. t8mo. od.

The Grounds of Catholic Doctrine. By Dr. Chal-

loner. Large type edition. i8mo. cloth, 4d.

Dr. Butler's First Catechism, -Jd. Second Catechism,

id. ; Third Catechism, i^d.

Dr. Doyle's Catechism, i£d.

Lessons on the Christian Doctrine, id.

Fleury's Historical Catechism. Large edition, i|d.

Bible History for the use of Catholic Schools and

Families. By the Rev. R. Gilmour. 2s.

Herder's Prints—Old and New Testament. 40 large

coloured pictures. 12s.

Origin and Progress of Religious Orders, and Happi

ness of a Religious State. By Fr. Jerome Platus,

S.J. ; translated by Patrick Mannock. Fcap. 8vo.

28. 6(1.

" The whole work is evidently calculated to impress any reader

with the great advantages attached to a religious life."—Register.

Children of Mary in the World. 32mo. id.

The Christian Teacher. By Ven. de la Salle, is. 8d.

Christian Politeness. By the Ven. de la Salle, is.

Duties of a Christian. By the Ven. de la Salle. 2s.

The Monks of Iona and the Duke of Argyll. By the

Rev. J. Stewart M'Corry, D.D. 8vo. 3s. 6d.
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The Young Catholic's Guide to Confession and Holy

Communion. By Dr. Kenny. Third edition.

Paper, 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; cloth, red edges, gd.

" Admirably suited to the purpose for which it is intended."—

Weekly Register . " One'of the best we have seen. The instructions

are clear, pointed, and devout, and the prayers simple, well con

structed, and sufficiently brief. We recommend it."—Church News.

Practical Counsels for Holy Communion. By Mgr.

de Segur. Translated for children, is.

Pactical Counsels on Confession. By Mgr. de

Segur. Translated for children. 6d.

Auricular Confession. By Rev. Dr. Melia. is. 6d.

Explanation of the Epistles and Gospels, &c. By the

Rev. Fr. Goffine. Illustrated. 7s.

Rules for a Christian Life. ByS. Charles Borromeo. 2d.

Anglican Orders. By the Very Rev. Canon Williams.

Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

The Rainy Day, and Guild of Our Lady. By the

Rev. Fr. Richardson. 2d.

The Crusade, or Catholic Association for the Sup

pression of Drunkenness. By the Rev. Fr.

Richardson, id.

Little by Little ; or, the Penny Bank. By the Rev.

Fr. Richardson, id.

Lives of Saints, &c.

Life of the Ven. Anna Maria Taigi. Translated

from the French of Calixte, by A. V. Smith

Sligo. 8vo. 5s.

"A most valuable book."—Dublin Review. "An edifying and

delightful book of spiritual reading."—Church Herald. " We hope

to see it meet with that success which works of the sort have a right

to expect."— Westminster Gazette. "The translator's labour has

been so ably performed that the book is wanting in few of the merits

-of an original work."—Tablet.

Butler's Lives of the Saints. 2 vols., 8vo., cloth, 28s.;

or in cloth gilt, 34s. ; or in 4 vols., 8vo., cloth,

32s. ; or in cloth gilt, 48s. ; or in leather gilt, 64s.

Life, Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Our Blessed

Lord. Translated from Ribadeneira. is.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Oratorian Lives of the Saints. Second Series. Vol. I.—'

S. Bernardine of Siena. Post 8vo. 5s.

Vol. II.—S. Philip Benizi. Post 8vo. 5s.

Vol. III.—S. Veronica Giuliani, and Blessed

Battista Varani. Post 8vo. 5 s.

1. It is proposed to publish a Second Series of the Lives of the

Modern Saints, translated from foreign languages, and to bring out

two or Tnore volumes in the year. 2. The works translated from

will be in most cases the Lives drawn up for orfrom the processes

of canonization or beatification, as being more full, more authentic,

and more replete with anecdote, thus enabling the reader to become

better acquainted with the Saint's disposition and spirit ; while the

simple matter-of-fact style of the narrative is, from its unobtrusive

character, more adapted for spiritual reading than the views and

generalizations, and prologetic extenuations of more recent bio

graphers. 3. The objects are those stated at the commencement of

the First Series, viz., 1. To supply English Catholics with a cabinet-

library of interesting as well as edifying reading, especially for fami

lies, schools, and religious refectories, which would for many reasons

be particularly adapted for these times, and would with God's bless

ing act as a counter influence to the necessarily deadening and

chilling effects which the neighbourhood of heresy and the conse

quent prevalence of earthly principles and low views of grace may

have on the temper and habits of mind even of the faithful ; 2. To-

present to our other countrymen a number of samples of the fruit

which the system, doctrine, and moral discipline established by the

holy and blessed Council of Trent have produced, and which will be

to inquirers really in earnest about their souls, an argument more

cogent than any that mere controversy can allege ; and 3. To spread

the honour and love of the ever-blessed Queen of Saints, by showing

how greatly an intense devotion to her aided in forming those prodi

gies of heroic virtue with which the Holy Ghost has been pleased to

adorn the Church since the schism of Luther, more than in almost

any previous times ; while the same motive will prevent the Series

being confined to modern saints exclusively. 4. The work is pub

lished with the permission and approval of superiors. Every volume

containing the Life of a person not yet canonized or beatified by the

Church will be prefaced by a protest in conformity with the decree

of Urban VIII., and in all Lives which introduce questions of

mystical theology great care will be taken to publish nothing whichi

has not had adequate sanction, or without the reader being informed

of the nature and amount of the sanction.

Life of Fr. de Ravignan. Crown 8vo. 9s.

The Pilgrimage to Paray le Monial, with a brief notice

of the Blessed Margaret Mary. 6d.

Patron Saints. By Eliza Allen Starr. Cr. 8vo. 10s.

JZ. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Life of St. Boniface, and the Conversion of Germany.

By Mrs. Hope. Edited, with a Preface, by the

Rev. Father Dalgairns. Cr. 8vo. 6s.

"Every one knows the story of S. Boniface's martyrdom, but

every one has not heard it so stirringly set forth as in her 22nd

chapter by Mrs. Hope. "—Dublin Review.

Louise Lateau : her Life, Stigmata, and Ecstasies. By

Dr. Lefebvre. Translated from the French by T. S.

Shepard. Fcap. 8vo. 2s. ; cheap edition, 6d.

Venerable Mary Christina of Savoy. 6d.

Memoirs of a Guardian Angel. Fcap. 8vo. 4s.

Life of St. Patrick. i2mo. is.

Life of St. Bridget, and of other Saints of Ireland, is.

Insula Sanctorum : the Island of Saints, is. ; cloth, 2s.

Life of Paul Seigneret, Seminarist of Saint-Sulpice.

Fcap. 8vo., is. ; cloth extra, is. 6d. ; gilt, 2s.

" An affecting and well-told narrative. . . It will be a great fa

vourite, especially with our pure-minded, high-spirited young people."

—Universe. " Paul Seigneret was remarkable for the simplicity and

the heroism of both his natural and his religious character."—Tablet.

"We commend it to parents with sons under their care, and espe

cially do we recommend it to those who are charged with the edu

cation and training of our Catholic youth."—Register.

A Daughter of St. Dominic. By Grace Ramsay.

Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. ; cloth extra, 2s.

" A beautiful little work. The narrative is highly interesting."—

Dublin Review. "It is full of courage and faith and Catholic

heroism."—Universe. " One who has lived and died in our own

day, who led the common life of every one else, but yet who learned

how to supernaturalize this life in so extraordinary a way that we

forget ' the doctor's daughter in a provincial town,' while reading

Grace Ramsay's beautiful picture of the wonders effected by her

ubiquitous charity, and still more by her fervent prayer."— Tablet.

' ' The spirit of thorough devotion to Rome manifest in every page

of this charming work will render it most attractive to Leaguers of

St. Sebastian."—The Crusader.

The Glory of St. Vincent de Paul. By the Most Rev.

Dr. Manning, Archbishop of Westminster, is.

dr. newman's lives of the English saints.

Life of St. Augustine of Canterbury. i2mo. 3s. 6d.

Life of St. German. 1 21110. cloth, 3s. 6d.

Life of Stephen Langton. i2mo. cloth, 2s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, i8 Paternoster Row, London.
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Life of S. Edmund of Canterbury. From the French

of the Rev. Father Masse", S. J. By George

White, is., cloth 2s.

Life of Dr. Grant, first Bishop of Southwark. By

Grace Ramsay. 8vo. 16s.

The Life of St. Francis of Assisi. Translated from

the Italian of St. Bonaventure by Miss Lockhart.

With a Preface by His Grace the Archbishop of

Westminster. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 2s. and 3s. ; gilt, 4s.

" It is beautifully translated."—Catholic Opinion. " A most in

teresting and instructive volume."—Tablet. "This is a first-rate

translation by one of the very few persons who have the art of trans-

lath g as if they were writing an original work."—Dublin Review.

His Eminence Cardinal Wiseman ; with full account

of his Obsequies ; Funeral Oration by Archbishop

Manning, &c. is. ; cloth, red edges, is. 6d.

Count de Montalembert. By George White. 6d.

Life of Mgr. Weedall. By Dr. Husenbeth. 3s. 6d.

Life of Pope Pius IX. 6d.

Life of Rev. Fr. Pallotti. By Rev. Dr. Melia. 4s.

Challoner's Memoirs of Missionary Priests. 8vo. 6s.

BY THE POOR CLARES OF KENMARE.

Life of Father Matthew. 2s. 6d.

Life and Revelations of St. Gertrude. Cr. 8vo. 7 s. 6d.

Spirit of St. Gertrude. i8mo. 2s. 6d.

Life of St. Aloysius. 6d. ; St. Joseph, 6d., cloth, od. ;

St. Patrick, 6d., cloth, ad.

Life of St. Patrick. Illustrated by Doyle. 4to. 20s.

Our Lady.

The History, of the Blessed Virgin. By the Abbe*

Orsini. Translated from the French by the Very

Rev. F. C. Husenbeth, D.D. With eight Illus

trations. Crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.

Manual of Devotions in Honour of Our Lady of Sor

rows. Compiled by the Clergy at St. Patrick's

Soho. i8mo. is.; cloth, red edges, is. 6d.

Miraculous Prayer—August Queen of Angels, is.

per 100.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Devotion to Our Lady in North America. By the

Rev. Xavier Donald Macleod. 8vo. 5s. cash.

"The work of an author than whom few more gifted writers have

ever appeared among us. It is not merely a religious work, but it has

all the charms of an entertaining book of travels. We can hardly

find words to express our high admiration of it."— Weekly Register.

Life of the Ever-Blessed Virgin. Proposed as a Model

to Christian Women, is.

Our Blessed Lady of Lourdes : a Faithful Narrative of

the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the

Rocks of Massabielle, near Lourdes, in the year

1858. By F. C. Husenbeth, D.D., V.G., and Pro

vost of Northampton. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ;

with Novena, is. ; cloth, is. 6d. Novena,

separately, 4d. ; Litany, separately, id.

The Blessed Virgin's Root traced in the Tribe of

Ephraim. By the Rev. Dr. Laing. 8vo. 10s. 6d.

Month of Mary for Interior Souls. By M. A. Mac-

daniel. i8mo. 2s.

Month of Mary, principally for the use of religious

communities. 18 mo. is. 6d.

Readings for the Feasts of Our Lady, and especially

for the Month of May. By the Rev. A. P. Bethell.

i8mo. is. 6d. ; cheap edition, is.

A Devout Exercise in Honour of the Blessed Virgin

Mary. From the Psalter and Prayers of S.

Bonaventure. In Latin and English, with Indul

gences applicable to the Holy Souls. 321110. is.

The Definition of the Immaculate Conception. 6d.

The Little Office of the Immaculate Conception. In

Latin and English. By the Very Rev. Dr. Hu

senbeth. 32mo. 4d. ; cloth, 6d. ; roan, is. ; calf or

morocco, 2s. 6d.

Our Lady's Lament, and the Lamentation of St.

Mary Magdalene. 2s.

Life of Our Lady in Verse. 2s.

The Virgin Mary. By Dr. Melia. 8vo. us. 3d. cash.

Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Angels, is. per 100*

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Litany of Our Lady of Angels, is. per 100.

Concise Portrait of the Blessed Virgin, is. per ioo.

Origin of the Blue Scapular, id.

Prayer-Books.

Washbourne's Edition of the " Garden of the Soul," in

medium-sized type (small type as a rule being

avoided). For prices see page 4.

The Little Garden. 6d., and upwards. Seepage 5.

The Lily of St Joseph ; a little Manual of Prayers

and Hymns for Mass. Price 2d. ; cloth, 3d. ; or

with gilt lettering, \A. ; more strongly bound, 6d. ;

or with gilt edges, 8d. ; roan, is.; French morocco,

is. 6d. ; calf, or morocco, 2s. ; gilt, 2s. 6d.

" It supplies a want which has long been felt ; a prayer-book for

children, which is not a childish book, a handy book for boys and

girls, and for men and women too, if they wish for a short, easy-to-

read, and devotional prayer-book."—Catholic Opinion. "A very

complete prayer-book. It will be found very useful for children and

for travellers."— Weekly Register. "A neat little compilation, which

will be specially useful to our Catholic School-children. The hymns

it contains are some of Fr. Faber's best."— Universe.

Life of Our Lord Commemorated in the Mass ; a

Method of Assisting at the Holy Sacrifice. By

the Rev. E. G. Bagshawe, of the Oratory. 32mo.

3d. ; cloth, 4d. ; roan, is. ; French morocco,

is. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 2s. 6d.

Path to Paradise. 36 full page Illustrations. Cloth,

3d. With 50 Illustrations, cloth, 4d.

Manual of Catholic Devotion. Small, for the waist

coat pocket. 6d. ; roan, is. ; calf or morocco, 2s.

Ursuline Manual. Persian calf, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, 10s.

Crown of Jesus. Persian calf, 6s. ; morocco, 7s. 6d.

and 8s. 6d., with rims, 10s. 6d. ; morocco, extra

gilt, 1 os. 6d., with rims, 12s. 6d. ; ivory, with

rims, 2 is., 25s., 27s. 6d. and 30s.

Burial of the Dead (Adults and Infants) in Latin and

English. Royal 32m0. cloth, 6d. ; roan, is. 6d.

" Being in a portable form, will be found useful by those who are

called upon to assist at that solemn rite."— Tablet.

R. Washbourne, 1 8 Paternoster Row, London.
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Devotions to the Sacred Heart. By the Rev. J. Joy

Dean. Fcap. 8vo. 3s.

Devotions to Sacred Heart of Jesus. By the Rt. Rev.

Dr. Milner. New Edition. To which is added

Devotions to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

3d. ; cloth, 6d. ; gilt, is.

Pleadings of the Sacred Heart. i8mo. is.

Sacred Heart of Jesus offered to the Piety of the Young

engaged in Study. By Rev. A. Deham, S.J. 6d.

" Complete little Manual of Devotion to the Sacred Heart, and as

such will be valued by Catholics of every age and ,station."— lablct.

Treasury of the Sacred Heart With Epistles and

Gospels. i8mo. cloth, 3s. 6d. ; roan, 4s. 6d.

Little Treasury of Sacred Heart. 32mo. 2s., roan 2s. 6d.

Manual of Devotion to the Sacred Heart, from the

Writings of Bl. Margaret Mary Alacoque. By

Denys Casassayas. Translated. 3d.

Act of Consecration to the Sacred Heart, id.

Act of Reparation to the Sacred Heart, is. per too.

The Little Prayer-Book for Ordinary Catholic Devo

tions. Cloth, 3d.

Garden of the Soul, in large type. Roan, gilt edges,

2s. ; French morocco, 3s., clasp and rims, 4s. 6d. ;

French morocco, antique, 3s. 6d. ; calf, 5s. ; mo

rocco, 6s. 6d. ; roan, sprinkled edges, with Epis

tles and Gospels, 2s. All the other styles with

Epistles and Gospels, 6d. extra.

Missal (complete). Persian calf, 8s. 6d. ; morocco,

10s. 6d., with rims, 13s. 6d. ; morocco, extra gilt,

12s. 6d., with rims, 15s. 6d. ; morocco, with turn

over edges, 13s. 6d.; morocco antique, 15 s. ; russia

antique, 20s. ; ivory, with rims, 31s. 6d.

Catholic Hours : a Manual of Prayer, including Mass

and Vespers. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 3 2 mo.

cloth, 2s ; red edges, 2s. 6d. ; roan, 3s. ; morocco, 6s.

In Suffrages Sanctorum. Commem S. Josephi. Com-

mem S. Georgii. Set of five for 4d.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Manual of Catholic Piety. Edition with green border.

French mor., 2s. 6d.; mor., 4s.

Occasional Prayers for Festivals. By Rev. T. Barge.

32mo. 4d. and 6d. ; gilt, is.

Illustrated Manual of Prayers. 32mo., 3d. ; clothed.

KeyofHeaven. Very large type, is. Leather 2s. 6d.gilt,3s.

Catholic Piety. 321x10. 6d.; roan, is.; with Epistles

and Gospels, roan, is. ; French morocco, is. 6d.,

with rims and clasp, 2s. ; imitation ivory, rims and

clasp, 2s. 6d. ; velvet rims and clasps, 3s. 6d.

Key of Heaven. Same size and prices.

Catholic Piety, or Key of Heaven, with Epistles and

Gospels. Large 32mo, French morocco, 2s. ;

with rims, 2s. 6d. ; extra gilt, 3s. ; with rims, 3s. 6d.

Novena to St. Joseph. Translated by M. A. Mac-

daniel. To which is added a Pastoral of the late

Right Rev. Dr. Grant. 32mo. 4d. ; cloth, 6d.

" All seasons are fitting in which to make Novenas to St. Joseph,

for which reason this little work will be found very serviceable at any

time. "— Weekly Register.

A New Year's Gift to our Heavenly Father ; or, De

dication of the First Hours of the Year, Quarter^

Month, or Week to God. 4d.

Devotions for Mass. Very large type, 2d.

Memorare Mass. By the Poor Clares of Kenmare, 2d.

Fourteen Stations of the Holy Way of the Cross. By

St. Liguori. Large type edition, id.

A Union of our life with the Passion of our Lord, by

a daily offering, is. per i00.

Prayer for one's Confessor, is. per i00.

Litany of Resignation, is. per i00.

Intentions for Indulgences. 6d. per i00.

Prayers for the Dying, is. per i00.

Indulgenced Prayers for the Rosary of the Holy

Souls, id. each, 6d. a dozen, 3s. per i00.

Indulgenced Prayers for Souls in Purgatory. i s. per i 00..

Devotions to St. Joseph, is. per i00.

Devotion to St. Joseph as Patron of the Church, id.

R. Washbourne, i8 Paternoster How, London.
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Catholic Psalmist : or, Manual of Sacred Music, con

taining Vespers, Chants, Hymns, Litanies, &c,

with the Gregorian Chants for High Mass, Holy

Week, &c. Compiled by C. B. Lyons, 4s.

The Complete Hymn Book, containing 136 Hymns

for Missions, Month of Mary. Price id.

Douai Bible. 2s. 6d. ; calf or morocco, 6s. ; gilt, 7s.

Church Hymns. By J. R. Digby Beste, Esq. 6d.

Catholic Choir Manual : containing Vespers for all

the Sundays and Festivals of the year, Hymns and

Litanies, &c Compiled by C. B. Lyons, is.

The Rosary for the Sauls in Purgatory, with Indul-

genced Prayer. 6d. and 9d. each. Medals sepa

rately, id. each, 9s. gross. Prayers separately, id.

each, 3s. per 100.

Rome, &c.

Two Years in the Pontifical Zouaves. By Joseph

Powell, Z.P. With 4 Engravings by Sergeant

Collingridge, Z.P. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

" It affords us much pleasure, and deserves the notice of the Catho

lic public."— Tablet. " Familiar names meet the eye on every page,

and as few Catholic circles in either country have not had a friend or

relative at one time or another serving in the Pontifical Zouaves, the

history of the formation of the corps, of the gallant youths, their

sufferings, and their troubles, will be valued as something more than

a contribution to modern Roman history."—Freeman's Journal.

The Victories of Rome. By the Rev. Fr. Kenelm

Digby Beste. Second edition, is.

The Roman Question. By F. C. Husenbeth, D.D. is.

Defence of the Roman Church against Fr. Gratry.

By Dom Gueranger. 6d.

Personal Recollections of Rome. By W. J. Jacob,

Esq., late of the Pontifical Zouaves. 8vo. is. 6d.

Henri V. (Comtede Chambord), September 29, 1873.

By W.H.Walsh. With a Portrait. 8vo. is. 6d.

The Rule of the Pope-King. By Rev. Fr. Martin. 6d.

The Years of Peter. By an Ex-Papal Zouave, id.

The Catechism of the Council. By a D.C.L. 2d.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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Tales, or Books for the Library.

Tom's Crucifix, and other Tales. By M. F. S. 3s.

' ' Eight simple stories for the use of teachers of Christian doc

trine."—Universe. " This is a volume of short, plain, and simple

stories, written with the view of illustrating the Catholic religion

practically by putting Catholic practices in an interesting light

before the mental eyes of children....The whole of the tales in the

volume before us are exceedingly well written."—Register.

Simple Tales. Square i6mo. cloth antique, 2s. 6d.

' ' Contains five pretty stories of a true Catholic tone, interspersed

with some short pieces of poetry. . . Are very affecting, and told

in such a way as to engage the attention of any child."—Register.

" This is a little book which we can recommend with great confi

dence as a present for young readers. The tales are simple, beau

tiful, and pathetic."—Catholic Opinion. " It belongs to a class of

books of which the want is generally much felt by Catholic parents. "

—Dublin Review. ' ' Beautifully written. ' Little Terence ' is a

gem of a Tale."—Tablet.

Fairy Tales for Little Children. By Madeleine Howley

Meehan. Fcap. is. ; cloth extra, is. 6d.; gilt, 2s.

" Full of imagination and dreams, and at the same time with ex

cellent point and practical aim, within the reach of the intelligence

of infants."— Universe. "Pleasing, simple stories, combining in

struction with amusement."—Register. "A pretty little story-book

for pretty little children."—Tablet.

Terry O'Flinn's Examination of Conscience. By the

Very Rev. Dr. Tandy. Fcap. 8vo. is. 6d. ;

extra gilt, 2s. ; cheap edition, is.

' 'The writer possesses considerable literary power."—Register.

" The idea is well sustained throughout, and when the reader comes

to the end of the book he finds the mystery solved, and that it was

all nothing but a ' dhrame.' "—Church Times.

The Adventures of a Protestant in Search of a Reli

gion : being the Story of a late Student of

Divinity at Bunyan Baptist College ; a Noncon

formist Minister, who seceded to the Catholic

Church. By Iota. 5s. ; cheap edition, 3s.

"Will well repay its perusal."— Universe. "This precious vol

ume."—Baptist. "No one will deny ' Iota' the merit of entire origi

nality."—Civilian. " A valuable addition to every Catholic library."

Tablet. " There is much cleverness in it. "— Nonconformist. "Ma

licious and wicked."—English Independent.

A Wasted Life. By Rosa Baughan. 8vo. 3s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, i8 Paternoster Row, London.
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Rosalie ; or, the Memoirs of a French Child. Written

by herself. Fcap. 8vo., is. and is. 6d. ; extra

gilt, 2S.

"It is prettily told, and in a natural manner. The account of

Rosalie's illness and First Communion is very well related. We

can recommend the book for the reading of children."— Tablet.

"The tenth chapter is beautiful."—Universe.

The Story of Marie and other Tales. Fcap. 8vo., 2s.;

cloth extra, 2s. 6d.; gilt, 3s.; or separately:—The

Story of Marie, 2d. ; Nelly Blane, and A Contrast,

2d.; A Conversion and a Death-Bed, 2d.; Herbert

Montagu, 2d. ; Jane Murphy, The Dying Gipsy,

and The Nameless Grave, 2d. ; The Beggars, and

True and False Riches, 2d.; Pat and his Friend, 2d.

"A very nice little collection of stories, thoroughly Catholic in their

teaching."—Tablet. "A series of short pretty stories, told with much

simplicity."—Universe. "A number of short pretty stories, replete

with religious teaching, told in simple language."— Weekly Register.

Margarethe Verflassen. Translated from the German

by Mrs. Smith Sligo. Fcap. 8vo. 3s. ; gilt, 3s. 6d.

" A portrait of a very holy and noble soul, whose life was passed

inconstant practical acts of the love of God."— Weekly Register.

"It is the picture of a true woman's life, well fitted up with the

practice of ascetic devotion and loving unwearied activity about all

the works of mercy."—Tablet.

The Last of the Catholic O'Malleys. A Tale. By

M. Taunton. i8mo. cloth, is. 6d. ; extra, 2s.

"A sad and stirring tale, simply written, and sure"; to secure for

itself readers."—Tablet. " Deeply interesting. It is well adapted

for parochial and school libraries."— Weekly Register. "A very

pleasing tale."—The Month.

Eagle and Dove. From the French of Mademoiselle

Zena'ide Fleuriot. By Emily Bowles. Cr. 8vo., 5s.

" We recommend our readers to peruse this well-written story."—

Register. " One of the very best stories we have ever dipped into."

—Church Times. "Admirable in tone and purpose."—Church

Herald. "A real gain. It possesses merits far above the pretty

fictions got up by English writers."—Dublin Review. "There is

an air of truth and sobriety about this little volume, nor is there any

attempt at sensation."— Tablet.

Rupert Aubray. By the Rev. T. J. Potter. 3s.

Farleyes of Farleye. By the same author. 2s. 6d.

Sir Humphrey's Trial. By the same author. 2 s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, 18 Faternoster Row, London.
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Chats about the Rosary; or, Aunt Margaret's Little

Neighbours. Fcap. 8vo. 3s.

"There is scarcely any devotion so calculated as the Rosary to

keep up a taste for piety in little children, and we must be grateful

for any help in applying its lessons to the daily life of those who

already love it in their unconscious tribute to its value and beauty."

—Month. " We do not know of a better book for reading aloud to

children, it will teach them to understand and to love the Rosary."—

Tablet. " A graceful little book, in fifteen chapters, on the Rosary,

illustrative of each of the mysteries, and connecting each with the

practice of some particular virtue."—Catholic Opinion.

Cistercian Legends of the 13th Century. Translated

from the Latin by the Rev. Henry Collins. 3s.

Cloister Legends : or, Convents and Monasteries in

the Olden Time. Second Edition. Cr. 8vo. 4s.

The People's Martyr, a Legend of C anterbury. 4s.

Keighley Hall and other Tales. By Elizabeth King.

i8mo. 6d.; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. od. ; or, separately,

Keighley Hall, Clouds and Sunshine, The Maltese

Cross, 3d. each.

Sir jElfric and other Tales. By the Rev. G. Barop-

field. i8mo. 6d. ; cloth, is. ; gilt, is. 6d.

Ned Rusheen. By the Poor Clares. Crown 8vo. 6s.

The Prussian Spy. A Novel. By V. Valmont. 4s.

Adolphus ; or, the Good Son. i8mo. gilt, 6d.

Nicholas ; or, the Reward of a Good Action. 6d.

The Lost Children ofMount St. Bernard. 1 8mo. gilt, 6d.

A Broken Chain. i8mo. gilt, 6d.

The Baker's Boy ; or, the Results of Industry. 6d.

" All prettily got up, artistically illustrated, and pleasantly-written.

Better books for gifts and rewards we do not know."— Weekly Re

gister. " We can thoroughly recommend them."— Tablet.

The Truce of God : a Tale of the Eleventh Century.

By G. H. Miles. 4s.

Tales and Sketches. By Charles Fleet. 8vo. cloth,.

2s. and 2s. 6d. ; cloth, gilt, 3s. 6d.

"Pleasingly-written, and containing some valuable hints. There

is a good deal of nice feeling in these short stories."— Tablet.

The Convent Prize Book. By the author of " Geral-

dine." Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. ; gilt, 3s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, 18 Paternoster Row, London.
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The Journey of Sophia and Eulalie to the Palace of

True Happiness. Translated by the Rev. Father

Ambrose, Mount St. Bernard's. Fcap. 8vo.

3s. 6d. ; cheap edition, 2s. 6d.

The Fisherman's Daughter. By Conscience. 4s.

The Amulet. By Hendrick Conscience. 4s.

Count Hugo of Graenhove. By Conscience. 4s.

The Village Innkeeper. By Conscience. 4s.

Happiness of being Rich. By Conscience. 4s.

Florence O'Neill. By A. M. Stewart. 4s. 6d. and 6s.

Limerick Veteran. By the same. 4s. 6d. and 6s.

The Three Elizabeths. By the same. 3s. 6d. and 4S.6d.

Alone in the World. By the same. 3s. 6d. and 4s. 6d.

Festival Tales. By J. F. Waller. 5s.

Shakespeare's Plays and Tragedies. Abridged and

Revised for the use of Schools. By Rosa

Baughan. 8vo. 7 s. 6d.

Poems. By H. N. Oxenham. Third Edition. 3s. 6d.

Miscellaneous and Educational.

History of Modern Europe. With a Preface by the

Right Rev. Dr. Weathers. 1 2mo. cloth, 5s. ;

gilt, 6s. ; roan, 5s. 6d.

" A work of especial importance for the way in which it deals with

the early part of the present Pontificate. "— Weekly Register.

Culpepper. An entirely New Edition of Brook's Family

Herbal. 150 engravings, drawn and coloured

from living specimens. Crown 8vo., 5s. 6d.

The Continental Fish Cook; or, a Few Hints on Maigre

Dinners. By M. J. N. de Frederic. i8mo. is.

" This is an admirable collection of recipes, which many house

keepers will welcome for use. We strongly recommend our lady

readers at once to procure it."—Church Herald. " It will give to

all mistresses of households very valuable hints on maigre dinners,

and we feel sure they will be glad to know of the existence of such a

manual."—Register. "There are 103 recipes, all of which have

been practically tested ; they combine variety, wholesomeness, and

economy."—Universe. "It is an unpretending little work, but

nevertheless containing many recipes, enabling housekeepers to pro

vide an excellent variety of dishes, such as may lawfully be eaten

in times of fasting and abstinence."—Church Times.

R. Washbourne, 1 8 Paternoster Row, London.



30 Ji. Washbourne's Catalogue.

University Education, under the Guidance of the

Church ; or, Monastic Studies. By a Monk of St.

Augustine's, Ramsgate. 8vo. 2s. 6d.

" An admirable pamphlet. Its"contents are above praise. We

trust that it will be widely circulated."— Weekly Register. "The

author is evidently a scholar, a well-read man, and a person of ex

perience and wide reading. His essay, consequently, is worth both

studying and preserving."—Church Herald.

Elements of Philosophy, comprising Logic, and

General Principles of Metaphysics. By Rev. W.

H. Hill, S.J. Second edition, 8vo. 6s.

"This work is from the pen of one who has[devoted many years to

the study and teaching of philosophy. It is elementary, and must

be concise; yet it treats the important points of philosophy so

clearly, and contains so many principles of wide application, that it

cannot fail to be especially useful in a country where sound philo

sophical doctrine is perhaps more needed thaD in any other."

History of England. By W. Mylius. 1 2mo. 3s. 6d.

Catechism of the History of England. Cloth, is.

History of Ireland. By T. Young. i8mo. cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Illustrated History of Ireland. By the Nun of

Kenmare. Illustrated by Doyle. 8vo. ns.

The Patriots' History of Ireland. By the Poor Clares

of Kenmare. i8mo. cloth, 2s. ; cloth gilt, 2s. 6d.

A Chronological Sketch of the Kings of England and

France. With Anecdotes for the use of Children.

By H. Murray Lane. 2s. 6d. ; or separately,

England, is. 6d., France, is. 6d.

1 ' Admirably adapted for teaching young children the elements of

English and French history."—Tablet. "A very useful little pub

lication."— Weekly Register. "An admirably arranged little work

for the use of children."— Universe.

The Catholic Alphabet of Scripture Subjects. Price,

on a sheet, plain, is. ; coloured, 2s. ; mounted

on linen, to fold in a case, 3s. 6d. ; varnished, on

linen, on rollers, 4s.

" This will be hailed with joy by all young children in Catholic

schools, and we should gladly see it placed conspicuously before the

eyes of our little ones."—Catholic Opinion. " Will be very welcome

in the infant school."— Weekly Register.

Bell's Modern Reader and Speaker. Cloth, 3s. 6d.

R. Washbourne, 1 8 Paternoster Row, London.
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General Questions in History, Chronology, Geogra

phy, the Arts, &c. By A. M. Stewart. 4s. 6d.

Extracts from the Fathers and othersWriters of the

Church. i2mo. cloth, 4s. 6d.

Brickley's Standard Table Book, Jd.

Washbourne's Multiplication Table on a sheet, 3s.

per 100. Specimen sent for id. stamp.

Music (Net).

BY HERR WILHELM SCHULTHES.

Veni Domine. Motett for Four Voices. 2s. ; vocal

arrangement, 6d.

Cor Jesu, Salus in Te Sperantium. 2s.; with harp

accompaniment, 2s. 6d. ; abridged edition, 3d.

Mass of the Holy Child Jesus, and Ave Maria for

unison and congregational singing, with organ

accompaniment. 3s.

The Vocal Part. 4d. ; or in cloth, 6d.

The Ave Maria of this Mass can be had for Four

Voices, with the Ingressus Angelus. is. 3d.

Recordare. Oratio Jeremiad Propheta. rs.

Ne projicias me a facie Tua. Motett for Four Voices.

(T.B.) is. 3d.

Benediction Service, with 36 Litanies. 6s.

Oratory Hymns. 2 vols., 8s.

Regina Coeli. Motett for Four Voices. 3s. ; vocal

arrangement, is.

Twelve Latin Hymns, for Vespers, &c. 2s.

Litanies. By Rev. J. McCarthy. is."3d.

Six Litany Chants. By F. Leslie. 6d.

Ave Maria. By T. Haydn Waud. is. 6d.

Fr. Faber's Hymns. Various, od. each.

Portfolio. With a patent metallic back. 3s.

A separate Catalogue of FOREIGN Books, Educa

tional Books, Books for the Library or for

Prizes, supplied ; also a Catalogue of School

and General Stationery, a Catalogue of Second

hand Books, and a Catalogue of Crucifixes and

other Religious Articles.

'



INDEX TO AUTHORS.

A'Kempis, Thomas

Allies, T. W., Esq.

Amherst, Bishop .

Bagshawe, Rev. Fr.

Bagshawe, Rev. J. B.

Bampheld, Rev. G.

Barge, Rev. T. .

Beste, I. R. D., Esq.

Beste, Rev. K. D.

Bethell, Rev. A. P.

Blosius .

Boudon, Mgr.

Bowles, Emily

Bradbury, Rev. Fr.

Brownlow, Rev. W. R.

Burder.Rt.Rev. Abbot

Burke, S. H., M.A.

Butler, Alban

Challoner, Bishop .

Collins. Rev. Fr. .

Conscience, Hendrick

Culpepper

Darras, Abbe1

Deham, Rev. A. .

Dupanloup, Mgr. .

Fleuriot, Mdlle. Zenaide

Francis of Sales, St.

Frassinetti

Gibson, Rev. H. .

Gilmour, Rev. R. .

Goffine, Rev. Fr. .

Grace Ramsay

Grant, Bishop

Gueranger

Hedley, Canon

Herbert, Lady

Hill, Rev. Fr.

Hope, Mrs. .

Husenbeth.Very Rev. Dr,

Kenny, Dr. .

PAGE

. 8

, , 11

8.

22

. I* IS

28,

=3.

IOi 23. 25

. =S

. 21

. 7

. 7

* 27

29

B. 5. 13

6

12

. 8

.

17

. 16

. 9

. 29

29.

. 7

. 23

. 2

e 27

. 10 11

14

. 15

16

16

19

11 24

25

7

• i» 2,6

3°

9

Dr. 20 21

. 17 1

PACE

. 28

. 12

13, l6, 21

• 3°

• 13

• 17

21, 24

King, Miss .

Lacordaire, Pere

Laing, Rev. Dr.

Lane, H. Murray, Esq.

Lockhart, Rev. Fr.

M'Corry, Rev. Dr.

Macdaniel, Miss .

Macleod, Rev. X. D. .

Manning, Most Rev. Dr.

Marshall, T. W. M , Esq.

Meehan, Madeleine Howley

Milner, Bishop

Nary, Rev. I, .

Nevin, Willis

Newman, Dr.

13. 19

10

26

23

15

2

CONTENTS.

New Books -

Dramas, Comedies, Farces

Religious Reading

Religious Instruction

Lives of .Saints, &c.

Our Lady, Works relating to 20

l'AGE

- 1

- 3

- 5

- 14

- 17

Oratorian Lives of the Saints

Oxenham, H. N.

Ozanam, Professor

Passionist Fathers

Philpin, Rev. Fr. .

Poirier, Bishop

Poor Clares of Kenmare

Powell, J., Esq.

Pye, H.J., Esq. .

Ravignan, Pere

Redmond, Rev. Dr.

Richardson, Rev. Fr.

Robertson, Professor

Scaramelli

Schulthes, Herr .

Shakespeare .

Segur, Mgr. de

Shepard.T. S., Esq.

Sligo, A. V. Smith, Esq.

Sligo, Mrs. Smith .

Stewart, A. M.

Tame, C. E., Esq.

Tandy, Very Rev. Dr.

Taunton, Mrs.

Williams, Canon .

19

18

11, 29

. 2

• 13

. 6

. 16

12, 20

• 25

. tf

. 8

1. 13

• 17

11, 13

• 9

• 3i

. 29

• '7

• 19

• 17

• 27

• 29

. 21

. 26

• 27

. 16

Prayer-Books - - - 22

Rome, &c. - - - 25

Tales, or Books for Library - 26

Educational Works - - 29

Music - - - - - 31

R. WASHBOURNE, 18 PATERNOSTER ROW.

k^j





 



 

 



 


